Peace that breaks through locked doors

Someone (unnamed) told me that they might choose this Acts passage about the early followers shared life for this afternoon’s discussion on our communal values and direction

First a story from the early settlement of Melbourne about 180 years ago.

William Thomas was an Assistant Protector to the Aboriginal people in the new settlement of Melbourne. (Thomas was also a devout Methodist,) He lived among the Boonwurrung people, who are the traditional custodians of the land on which inner SE Melbourne now stands. In February of 1840, he made this observation in his diary:

They are generous amongst themselves. Those who are fortunate through the day will distribute amongst those who are unsuccessful. Those who are ill are not expected to tramp the bush for food. If children are left orphans those children [are]… supported among them… They live in the greatest harmony amongst themselves.

Quoted from Yalukit Willam: The River People of Port Phillip by Meyer Eidelson (City of Port Phillip: 2015) p 80. The Yalukit Willam are one of six groups that together form the Boonwurrung people.

Now let us turn to our text from the book of Acts:

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common… There was not a needy person among them, for as many owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. (Acts 4:32-35)
2 societies that are both very different to ours and hard to understand which were based on sharing.  In fact I was hearing a radio program this week and she could remember from her childhood hearing the Acts passage about the communal life of the disciples in Acts and the talk that it was ‘communist’. Which it pretty much is!  How long did this practice last and does it work?  Keep listening for modern examples that are working.

Compared to 19C Melbourne and 1stC Asia Minor and what we call the Near East and in our era which is much wealthier in almost all material senses Pam and I are encountering  people every day who are facing homelessness with its associated anguishes.  In the US there are half a million homeless people but there are 15 million empty homes.  That’s 30 homes for each homeless person.  That doesn’t count almost empty, underused homes.
Visiting and being welcomed at Baptist monastery near Geelong

Modern Monastery as an intentional community.

Started as one family moved to a quiet street in Geelong who were willing to serve.  
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Belly Dance and/or Yoga

Life enriching experiences in a fun, supportive environment
All ages, shapes and levels of experience welcome
Improve your physical, mental and emotional well being

@The Monastery, 45 Tanner St, Breakwater

Eight Week Courses $125
Special Early Bird Price to April 2 - $105
From April 29 - June 24
(no class May 13)

Yoga 5.30pm
Beginner's Belly Dance 8pm
Intermediate Belly Dance 6.45pm

Advance bookings essential

Places are limited. Bookings will only be confirmed on receipt of payment in
full. Refunds are only available in the rare event of a class cancellation

Register on our Facebook page
Grace - Yoga and Belly Dance
Contact Lisa 0413 955 065




Thomas was the first person to reject the testimony of the early church.  He virtually called the disciples, including Mary, who was the first witness to the resurrection, liars.  So what did they do?  They cast him out as a heretic, a non-believer.  Not at all. They accepted the human frailty  of doubt as they knew that they had theirs too and accepted that Thomas was on a journey of belief like us all.

What kind of peace met the disciples behind those locked doors? — what did Martin Luther King say? “I’m not talking about emotional bosh. I’m talking about a tough, demanding love.” What does that looks like; how are you encountering it in the world today, love made public.  Think a moment of where you see love in action.  Where’s the home that demonstrates it?  What institutions?  What groups stand out as loving?  Where does our congregation fit in?  I’m sure this will come up in discussions later today.

Western Christianity has put an emphasis on the individual.  It’s individual

· Repentance that counts

· Salvation is personal (which of course it has to be)

· Loving actions for which we individually are accountable

· Condemnation for selfish or greedy choices     of the individual      that counts

Consider what collectively as a nation, church, town, family or whatever group we belong to what

· Repentance might mean for a town

· Salvation for our nation

· Loving actions as a church family

· Condemnation for selfish or greedy choices           in our politics or voting

Faith in Jesus is about following him, about trusting him and living the life he gives us. Like Thomas, many of us do that with all sorts of unresolved intellectual doubts about the historical or doctrinal content of the stories about Jesus. Jesus is not the least bit threatened by such doubts, and neither need we be, as his church. But Jesus is not threatened by that, and neither should we be. Faith in Jesus is not about eliminating doubts, let alone about ridding ourselves of the doubters. 

Faith in Jesus is about honestly facing our doubts and choosing to commit ourselves to following Jesus anyway. John did not close this passage by saying I have written this down “so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and be accepted for the correctness of your doctrine.” Rather, he said I have written this down “so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.” 

It is the living of the life that counts, and like Thomas, the doubters are welcome to come and live the life with us, for in the midst of that living, the risen Christ is seen and known.

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God" (from Deuteronomy and Jesus quotes this) is explained to mean "Act in such a manner that God will be beloved by all His creatures."
What are we as a church?  How do we define ourselves?  How do others define us?  What are our values?  Will we go where we don’t know?  

