September 13, 2020 P15A Having mercy  - 
Peter on Ppt, Michael Leading, Music Peter and Michael, Pam Communion

Music is available at our website
Exodus 15: 1b-11, 20-21  Romans 14:1-12            Matthew 18:21-35
CALL TO WORSHIP

Broccoli lovers, Volvo drivers, chai latte drinkers, maths masters, opera fans – 

here we all unite,

brought into community by the God who is love, who opens the gates of the kingdom to us all. No matter our food preferences, tastes in music or transport choices, we are welcome here. Let us rejoice in who we are and in what we can become.
PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Merciful God, open our hearts and minds to hear your words, to see your light, to discover your ways and develop our capacity to love and serve the world. Enable us to be centred in your presence, we pray. Amen.
Exodus 15:1-11 Steve
SiS 168  I will sing unto the Lord 

Talk for everyone – Pam About songs that identify us and make us
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of forgiveness, we present our judgmental selves to you today. We acknowledge that we fall into hasty assessments and easily turn into critics of things we don’t understand. We can be petulant and condescending toward those who see the world differently. We insist that our way is the only way and use power and small tyrannies to undermine innovations and changes that we are unhappy about. 

At our worst we even make ourselves the unbending arbiters of what is good and harm those who fail to make the grade.  

We know that this is not your way. Call us to be people of consideration – slow to judge but swift with acts of mercy. Enable us to follow the ways and teachings of Christ we pray. Amen.

 WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Consider this. We do not need to be stuck in ways that diminish us and damage our community. God’s mercy is for all and for always. Forgiveness is held in front of us, ready for us to partake. Thanks be to God. Amen.

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING

God of liberation, we wonder at the capacity you have to set us free. Throughout salvation history you have delivered your people from harm. We hear this in the formative story of the people of Israel, how you were with them in their perilous journey through the sea and into the wilderness.

You are a mighty presence providing rescue from danger, water and nourishment in the desert. 

We know you are always with us. We see the power of your mercy that can change the hearts of the harshest of people. We praise you that we never need to be chained to things that harm us. As companions of the Spirit of love we become strong in the ways of restoration and reconciliation. For all of this and for all that you are, we praise and adore you. Amen.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

We may not think of our offering as a way of expending mercy, but as it finds its way into counselling centres, prisons or accommodation for the homeless, it can be just that. May our offering support ways in which damaged people can be restored.

OFFERTORY 
As we have been shown mercy, may the gifts we give today become agents of mercy to those who need the healing and restorative hand of God. Amen.

Romans 14:1-12            Matthew 18:21-35   Steve
Sermon – Peter (Stories of mercy and forgiveness)

Scene of redemption from – The Mission

How deep the Father’s Love for us

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION - Petra
(Inspired by ‘A father’s prayer upon the murder of his son’ by Bishop Dehquani-Tafti (1920-2008) in The Oxford Book of Prayer)

God of forgiveness and mercy, we pray for those we need to forgive, not because they have caused us harm, broken our hearts and made our tears flow, nor because they have acted savagely and in a way that has diminished all of us.

We pray for them so we might fully enter into your way of grace. We pray for a change of heart that makes us look at the world differently, not to forget, no – rather to say no to violence, to undo harm, to seek to tidy up those things that cause damage to ourselves and to those around us.

Help us all to overcome selfishness, possessiveness, suspicion, and the natural human tendency to hate. We see clearly our need to trust in resurrection, to live our lives as transformed people and to live out of love with patience, courage, generosity, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, humility and self-control – the fruit of the Spirit that set us free.

We pray that these might be multiplied in the souls of all, to enrich and restore the world. Amen.
Communion - Pam

Amazing grace (my chains are gone)  Chris Tomlin

COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

Let us go into the world with the assurance that our merciful God goes with us. Let us be bold as we step out to bring reconciliation and goodwill to all whom we encounter.

May the wisdom of the Holy Spirit guide us. May the teachings of Christ lead us to peace and forgiveness. May the love of God flow through us to others. Amen.
Refiner’s fire (playing after)
