Acts 1:6-14 Contemporary English Version (CEV)
While the apostles were still with Jesus, they asked him, “Lord, are you now going to give Israel its own
king again?”
Jesus said to them, “You don’t need to know the time of those events that only the Father controls. But the
Holy Spirit will come upon you and give you power. Then you will tell everyone about me in Jerusalem, in
all Judea, in Samaria, and everywhere in the world.” After Jesus had said this and while they were watching,
he was taken up into a cloud. They could not see him, but as he went up, they kept looking up into the sky.
Suddenly two men dressed in white clothes were standing there beside them. They said, “Why are you men
from Galilee standing here and looking up into the sky? Jesus has been taken to heaven. But he will come
back in the same way that you have seen him go.”
The Mount of Olives was about half a mile from Jerusalem. The apostles who had gone there were Peter,
John, James, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, Simon, known
as the Eager One, and Judas the son of James.
After the apostles returned to the city, they went upstairs to the room where they had been staying.
The apostles often met together and prayed with a single purpose in mind. The women and Mary the mother
of Jesus would meet with them, and so would his brothers.

John 17:1-11 Contemporary English Version (CEV)
After Jesus had finished speaking to his disciples, he looked up toward heaven and prayed:
Father, the time has come for you to bring glory to your Son, in order that he may bring glory to you. And
you gave him power over all people, so that he would give eternal life to everyone you give him. Eternal life
is to know you, the only true God, and to know Jesus Christ, the one you sent. I have brought glory to you
here on earth by doing everything you gave me to do. Now, Father, give me back the glory that I had with
you before the world was created.
You have given me some followers from this world, and I have shown them what you are like. They were
yours, but you gave them to me, and they have obeyed you. They know that you gave me everything I
have. I told my followers what you told me, and they accepted it. They know that I came from you, and they
believe that you are the one who sent me. I am praying for them, but not for those who belong to this
world. My followers belong to you, and I am praying for them. All that I have is yours, and all that you have
is mine, and they will bring glory to me.
Holy Father, I am no longer in the world. I am coming to you, but my followers are still in the world. So
keep them safe by the power of the name that you have given me. Then they will be one with each other, just
as you and I are one.

