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Matthew *; 13: 24-30, 36-43

Romans 8: 12-25
Around about 1915, an American methodist missionary went to Japan to spread the gospel. On his way to the main islands of  Japan, he spent some time on Okinawa - the smaller island between Taiwan and the main islands. He somehow visited the small village of Shimabuku and while there he had ( sowed seed) and converted two brothers with the message of the gospel. He left them with a Japanese translation of the Bible and taught them two hymns.”Fairest Lord Jesus” and “All hail the power of Jesus name”
Thirty years later, in early 1945, America and Japan were at war and there was heavy fighting on the island of Okinawa. A war correspondent, Clarence Hall followed the army as it advanced north 

Along the island.  There was heavy shelling of villages along the way but when an advance patrol of soldiers came upon Shimabuku they were welcomed by the two original converts - Mojun the mayor and Shosei the head school teacher as fellow Christians. An interpreter explained to the soldier’s commander that 
“they have  only met one American before - long ago. Because he was a Christian, they assumed that we are too - though they can’t quite understand why we came in shooting.”
It had been 330 years since they heard the word brought by the Methodist missionary but in that time these two faithful “seeds” had built a Christian community that truly honoured God.
Studying the Bible, the two converts and not only found an inspiring Person - Jesus on whom to pattern their lives - but sound precepts on which to base their society. They had adopted the 10 commandments as Shimabuku’s legal code, the Sermon on the Mount as their guide to social conduct  and the Bible became the chief literature in the school.
Perhaps as a village in a more remote part of Japan, this village had a significant level of autonomy. 

Clarence Hall wrote. “ in Mojun the mayor’s village  government, the precepts of the Bible were law. Nurtured on this book , a whole generation had drawn from it their ideas of human dignity and of the rights and responsibilities of citizenship. The result was Palin to see. Shimabuku had for year shad no gaol, no brothel, no drunkeness, no divorce. There was high level of health and happiness.”
They could not remember the name of the missionary who had sowed the seeds, 30 years before but they did remember his parting words as he gave the Bible to them.
“Study this book well. It will give you strong faith in the creator God. And when your faith in God is strong, everything is strong”.
Throughout the past two thousand years there have been many such examples of places where people have taken the gospel of Jesus seriously and lived for a time in flourishing faith communities. But we also know that the remarkable story of Shimabuku took place at a time in history when there was massive suffering and disruption all around the world and particularly in Japan. 
Our readings today have all insights into the tension between the harsh reality of life on earth and God’s desire for humans to live in peaceful and just society now. They also look forward to a time when justice and peace will be supreme throughout the Earth and indeed creation.
So the  parables and Paul’s letters show us that we are urged to be patient and not too hasty to judge others. We may live in a wonderful place but there are difficult people who challenge us in our patience. But that helps us to realise that sometimes we ourselves can be a bit difficult or challenging to others.
Jesus’ example of the weeds rings true. If you have ever tried to grow a crop of peas, you will know that they have very flimsy and shallow roots - so it is very difficult to weed them without also pulling up the pea plants.  If you want to harvest a good crop, then you need to let them be. Jesus himself was a model of patience when teaching his disciples about the way to God’s kingdom. Although he disagreed with many of the leaders in the Jewish establishment and they Roman overlords, he resisted any form of violence. 
Then there is the fact that some people may label others as undesirable or unwelcome or  a threat because they are different. Many plants are considered to be a threat to our farms or environment. For example African love grass  and fireweed are both invasive and toxic plants that destroy or diminish the pastures here in the Bega Valley. Other plants like the blackberries that choke our creeks or the prickly pears that overtook southern Queensland are a massive nuisance but have some useful food value. Even the Scotch thistle that can cause havoc and harm can also been a good source of nutrition and sustenance. If you peel off the stalks’ thorny skin you have a tasty salad that is like celery; or if you cook the roots , you have a vegetable that is similar to a parsnip and just as nutritious with calcium and potassium.
At the end of Jesus parable about the weeds, and after the short illustrations of the mustard seed and the use of yeast to rise a loaf of bread, Matthew  attributed to Jesus an end time extremely vengeful call to  account. ( I think that when we see clear injustice and evil in the world today, we often quietly hope that evildoers will disappear). Somehow we have to reconcile this with Jesus’ call to patience and tolerance.
Perhaps, as much as we should be patient with all those who have different ideas to our own, we should be clear in our opposition to racism and other forms of discrimination.  
( Dr Peter Butler wrote in WLW) Jesus teaches that we are not to make judgements about others, but we are not to ignore or leave to God situations in which others are unfairly or cruelly treated.  
And of course in our secular society and government, we do have our legal system which ultimately does make judgements about the actions of people - with the aim of creating a peaceful and fair society. And our society is constantly wrestling whether laws are too tolerant and lenient - or whether in other cases they are too harsh and punitive. 
Marcus Borg wrote;  “Christianity addresses the two great human yearnings - our longing for personal transformation and our desire that the world be a better place.”
I think that was the vision that the missionary imparted to the two brothers in Okinawa and that they shared with others in that place. Eighty years later?
Surely that is why here in Eden we continue to meet week by week and study God’s word in fellowship with other Christians. In Verse 26 of chapter 8 of Romans , Paul wrote that “the Holy Spirit helps us with our daily problems and in our praying.” 

Shortly we will sing Shirley Murray’s beautiful hymn, “Loving Spirit,”  which includes the beautiful lines
“Like a mother you enfold me

Hold my life within your own 

and
Like a father you protect me

Teach me the discerning eye.
