9 August 2026    Pentecost 11  Proper 14 
				Jesus meets us in the storm
Theme Focus 
We hold our breath as Peter steps out of the boat, and we listen for Christ calling us to take heart and step forward in trust.
Psalm 105:1–6, 16–22, 45b is a joyful call to remember the ways God worked through Joseph’s suffering to bring life and wisdom. Remembering becomes an act of trust in God’s faithfulness across generations. 
Romans 10:5–15
Paul argues that God’s saving work is not distant or inaccessible but close. It is spoken, heard, and lived among ordinary people. Faith grows as good news is shared from one person to another.
Matthew 14:22–33
Before dawn, Jesus walks across the stormy waters, calling fearful disciples to trust. Peter’s brief steps reveal both the courage and fragility of faith. What does it mean for us to step toward Christ in the midst of uncertainty?  
Theme Focus 
We hold our breath as Peter steps out of the boat, and we listen for Christ calling us to take heart and step forward in trust.
Setting 
Part of preparing for worship is curating the space you gather in and thinking about the creative elements that can be included, such as images, colours, shapes, scents, and textures. These elements will further open the way into the scripture readings and the theme for the day. 
Suggested elements to consider including in your space this week: 
· A boat would be a helpful image to include.
The colour for the Season after Pentecost is green.
Gather items for the embodied practices, as listed on pages 103–104.
For further background, see ‘Embodied Practice’ on page 8.

	GATHERING   Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the sovereign First Peoples of these lands and waters where we meet, the Yuin Nation.
We pay our respects to their elders past and present and to all Aboriginal people who have cared for this place since creation.

Call to Worship   & Introduction to Theme
There are moments when we hesitate—when we are unsure what lies ahead, or uncertain whether we are ready for what is asked of us. Sometimes we pause before taking the next step, holding our breath between fear and trust. As we gather for worship, we listen for Christ’s voice among us. May we find courage to take heart and step forward in trust in this new day 

Call to Worship
In the deep watch of the night, when the shore is a distant memory,
we look for the One who moves upon the deep.
Not as a ghost of our fears, but as the anchor of our souls.
Come, let us ready our hearts to meet with Jesus.
Let us come to the edge of our boats, guided by trust, by hope, 
opening our lives to the adventure of love.

Morning Has Broken 
Opening Prayer
Life is like a storm so using that metaphor  Let us pray 
come to us Lord Calm our fears and troubles 
May we be aware of your  presence and may your presence be our hope and strength . be our strength.  Amen.

Prayer of Confession
Why do we confess our shortcomings , our sins? Life is stormy unpredictable…..risky...
 	God knows 
	to one another… how for what purpose 
	traditions 
	needs 
	prompts to apologies , to healing paths 
	so much could be said 
general prayers and general assurances do we need more ?
Quiet time for reflection for hones thinking before God  and may God steer our thoughts, words and actions.
Forgiveness
Peace 
guidance 
and Grace.

Silence

Words of Grace reveal who and what our God is like.
1 John 1:9   New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised
[bookmark: en-NRSVA-30532]If we confess our sins, he, God, who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
John 1:9  Contemporary English Version
[bookmark: en-CEV-28428]But if we confess our sins to God, he can always be trusted to forgive us and take our sins away.
ENGAGING THE WORD – Ann J 

New Testament the part of the Bible that reveals to us who Jesus is what he did and why it matters to us today . 
	Scripture   Matthew 14:22–33

Intergenerational Conversation  The night of the walking waves: 
	An interactive  Michael 

Chorus :-Wide Wide as the Ocean 

Old Testament  we share these texts with Jews and in part with Muslims all over the world . We might write them down a differently but we all think about these scriptures and try to understand what God wants of us . We often arrive at the same understanding that God is merciful and wants us to be merciful and kind.. 

Genesis 37:1–4, 12–28  some stormy themes   common to all of humanity 
jealousy  betrayal long frightening journeys, and a hidden story of God’s providence. 
What might we discover about  God be at work in times defined by  defined by harm or loss?  Janice will shed some light I am sure on this passage .

Genesis 37:1–4, 12–28 – Ann J         
RESPONDING Janice 

Hymn O Lord You Lead Me 	( Have Faith In God) 

Notices

Prayers for Others – Annette 
Offering
Receive also what we bring today.
Bless them and use them for bringing your peace into a stormy world.
In the name of Jesus who stills the storms of life.  Ame

Communion

Kids share their work , discoveries ...Michael and children 

Hymn :Great is your faithfulness

Blessing/Benediction
In the storms and challenges of life and of death We will take heart and step out. May the stillness of God calm you,us the  breath of the Spirit guide and encourage us   May we face the waves of this week In peace.    Amen.
