LECTONARY 2026 05 31
Theme for me in the Genesis reading - all living things have the seed within themselves
Use Aust sign language for “God’s love spreads seeds.”
Genesis 1:1, to 2:4a
Drawing out some points from the reading:
THE UNITY of GOD
V1. God
V2. Spirit – hovering
V3. Word – “let there be.”   And there was and there is.
V11. Growing things with their seed inside themselves
V20. Animals, birds, fish with their seed within themselves
V18. God saw that it was good.
V27. Humans after Gods image – seed within ourselves.
V31. God said that everything created – it was very good – God blessed – be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.
2:3. God blessed the seventh day for time to “walk in the garden with Himself and each other” for rest and renewal – to specifically set it apart. 24/7 yes  but a special time.
2:11. God put us humans in the garden to tend it and the earth.
Every living thing has its seed within itself and when it reproduces itself the seed of the next generation is in it and flows through in each generation that follows.
Looking at the Geneses reading we see Gods design of us humans is different – with everything else Gods Spoke - the Word of God spoke  - and “it was”. With us, God formed us out of the soil, like a clay person that we make as kids playing in the mud – but as in our creations there is no life in the clay people –  here we have the difference – God breathed the breath of life into the clay man and we became a living beings.” Let Us make man in Our own image, after Our own likeness - male and female God made them.  Genesis 2:7.
It is not that we are made of soil and water that makes us in Gods image but Gods breath – Gods Spirit is in us. That we can know Gods Presence and communicate with God – we can walk in the garden with God, we can walk in a slum or disastrous times or in laughter and song and tears and despair with God.
And God considered what was made and said “it is very good.” We see both in history and in  ourselves God has a continuing revelation of Himself. Who never changes? “I am God and I do not change.” (Malachi 3:6)
We see this in Genesis and ongoing through the history recorded in the bible.
BUT SOMETHING HAPPENED we humans made in the image of God, choose self instead of trust in God
Look at the Genesis record of humans – In the perfection of creation humans were given the belonging of ‘tending and caring for creation’ and were given friendship/ dominion/ control  over all creation – I prefer – ‘friendship’ and we still have that to a degree – the plants feed us, nature bring us joy and a smile and our dog curls up on my knee. 
Something went wrong – maybe it is God the Fathers fault for giving us humans free will – the right to make our own choices and doubly so by putting one temptation in front of us – “everything is yours – including friendship – communication / connection with Myself” so that our friendship our family connection is real – there is one thing – only one thing that will enable you to show you love me as I love you – do not eat of that tree – among thousands of trees and plants DO NOT TOUCH THAT ONE!
How often have we faced the same choice – and continue the face the same choice 24/7?
What did our original parents do – what have I personally chosen countless times –
Did what I wanted to do!
Suddenly the connection with God was gone – there was discord within themselves and between each other and with nature and animals - we eat them and they eat us – plants became weeds with seeds in themselves multiplied. Even the ground turned against us.
All of this is nothing – compared with the unimaginable result of ‘self’ in us humans – our connection with God was gone and we hide themselves from our creator and Father.
where do we individualy hid ourselves?   
The ground and the nurture that a seed receives has a defining effect on the plant/person that grows sometimes a harsh or neglected environment produces a sturdy plant and a person who can be relied upon. What of the bugs and animals that eat the plants and the ants that take and store seeds. I know that I do have bugs in my thoughts - ? you ?
Can we see in our lives, both past and present where bugs have come into our character, and moth and rust have corrupted and limited our life in God’s Presence – or have these things strengthened us, made us come to God, build defenses against the bugs, God has put a fence up – maybe from the Word, the Bible, that still quite voice that we hear and from other people – that has reinforced us or protected us. When we choose our own way for growing  and thoughts have damaged the seed of God in us – 
The Life Blood of Jesus washes our life blood of our sins, our choosing self and dresses us in the purity of Gods children. 
There is in eternity a rescue plan - God – Creator, Gods Word, Gods Spirit. 
The  God of love has an eternal rescue plan.
The first step was to replace the law of 1 with 10 – the 10 Commandments (Ex.  20:2-17)
Could we/would we – through love of God – for the trace of that inner awareness still inside us –(read Romans 1) the remnant of the seed in us - live in God – but no we could not – so instead we humans blurred the 10 guidelines the 10 Commandments by adding 600+ sub rules and they became unbreakable chains. Maybe unbreakable - ?? maybe not? We will see. (Read Romans cht 1.)
When our Lord Jesus walked this earth a religious man asked him – “what must I do to be born again? I cannot again become a ‘seed’ again in my mother’s womb. Jesus answer was, in effect – you must be born of the Spirit. 
The rescue plan:
The plan that God had from the ‘beginning’ of eternity –
God the Word/Jesus “became flesh and lived among us.” (John 1:14) Empowered by the Spirit at his baptism – Jesus showed the reality of God’s love – the beauty of his living in Gods reality in the essence of freedom – living in the reality of the 10 Commandments – fulfilling them – with living in the essence of “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and mind, and your neighbor as yourself.– seeing other people as God sees them and desiring Gods Presence for them.  (Matthew 22:37-40)
There were those who were threatened by Jesus life and words - and instead of coming to him - hated him and eventually – had him killed. They had won – the enemy of Genesis who brought down our ancestors and works to bring us down seemed to have won. Spiritual forces in heavenly places rejoiced – BUT, BUT Gods love had won :
	” God loved His creation so much that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him will not perish but will have eternal life. God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the word but that the world through Him might be saved.”  (John 3:16,17)
Yet listen to this reality, the defeat turned to shouts of victory “at his death Jesus became sin for us that we might become the rightness of God in our union in Him.”  (2 Cor 5:21) Trusting in Jesus, Jesus’ clean ‘life blood’  in the crucifixion washed our self-orientation, our sins away, and brings us clean into Gods family.”
For us: The seed which was sown – the breath of God in us - has been brought to life by Gods Spirit – Gods life being breathed into us. The seed has sent down roots. The Spirit or Presence of God waters, fertilizes, prunes, weeds us, as we grow from new seed into fulness and spread seeds of faith and love to others.
Gods Spirit,  Gods Presence in us spreads the seeds ; a caring word to others and family, reliability, smiles, forgiveness – you know the fruit or SEEDS of the Spirit within us! (sign language) “love, joy, peace, patience, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” and again I include ‘forgiveness’ – yes we all know this in our inner self. (Gal 5:22,23) AND then there are the abilities or gifts that the Spirit seeds into us – its all there for us to grow into and plant into ours and other peoples lives. (1 Corinthians 12)
The example/parable that our Lord told of the seed: 
Jesus lived in an area where farmers would spread seed by hand (illustrate sign language) seed would land on various types of ground. Listen for the story in the last song presented by Aneel Aranha. 
The seed sends a root down for nurture into the ground and feeds the shoot -  at the same time sends a shoot up to gladden the farmers love.  The higher and stronger the plant the deeper the root must live in Gods love and nurture “because God loved His creation so much He sent His only begotten Son – whoever believes in Him will not perish but will have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)
And us “Those who continually go out weeping, bearing precious seeds will doubtless come again rejoicing bringing their produce with them.“  (Psalm 126:5,6) sign language
“one plants, one waters, one reaps and God gives the increase.” (1 Corinthians 3:6,7)
“God looked at all He had created and behold it was very good.” (Gen 1:31)

Math 28:18,19. Our Lords to us:
“All authority has been given to Me  in heaven and earth, therefore you go and make followers of all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father Son Holy Spirit … and I AM with you always – even to the end of the age.” 
Us – sowing seeds, watering seeds, reaping crops.  use sign language.
 Pray
Creator God – Father Son Spirit – one God 
Grow our unity in You  bring fruit the joy of our weeping for others and ourselves
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