26 April 2026 Easter 4  Good Shepherd Sunday

GATHERING Welcome  to all introduce yourself 

Acknowledgment of Country 
Australia
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land we gather on today,
and recognise it as a place of deep knowledge, story, and spirit.
We pay our respects to Elders past and present, recognizing their enduring care and connection to land, waters, sky, and the life that flows through this Country.
We commit ourselves to nurturing understanding and mutual respect.

Call to Worship Invite participation  in the bold
Come, all who need refreshment,
Come, all who walk through dark valleys,
Come, all who seek God’s presence,Christ is among us, Christ is risen!

Alleluia! Christ is risen indeed; we come to worship.

Introduction to Theme and Theme Focus 
Psalm 23 invites us to trust in a God whose care is like that of a shepherd. The shepherd image was basic to Middle Eastern society in biblical times and familiar as a picture used by the prophets of God’s relationship with the Hebrew people…..

On Good Shepherd Sunday, we are drawn by the voice that opens us to abundance, rest with the early believers who shared life with open hands, and wonder how such generosity might unfold in us and around us.
Today, we pause to listen for the Voice that draws us toward places of abundance, rest, and renewal. We will reflect upon  the early church,  sharing life with open hands, and we hear Jesus speak of a way of living that opens, welcomes, and leads us into the fullness God longs for us to know.

As we gather, we’re invited to bring our own longings for care, connection, and belonging—and to notice how God might be awakening generosity, courage, or new possibilities within us all.

Opening Prayer
Living God, we long  to find your loving presence close to us.
Help us through this Easter season to understand  how Christ is close to us and among us, and find ways to share the abundance of life, Amen.

We are One In the Spirit we are One In the Lord  Em 


Prayer of Confession PPT
Risen Lord,we are grateful for the good news of God’s loving care for us and the promise of abundant life.
Yet, in our eagerness for holiday rest and holiday celebrations, we easily  drift from your presence and crowd out your company and the desire to share the gospel message with others. We  deliberately or inadvertently  exclude others from the  blessings we have received, 
Lord forgive us and help us to be unselfish witnesses .
We forget that, your call to the fullness of life for others and for ourselves, is not limited to specific days, but a constant demand upon each one of us. 
How easily we forget to consider your constant watch, your Spirit at work in our lives  and your invitation to pray through life’s difficulties and challenges.
When we think we can achieve happiness and fulfillment on our own, without Your help and without the body of fellow believers , 
Lord forgive us and help us to reconsider our attitude and direction.

When we find it hard to trust in your continuing presence and care for us,hard to find the purpose you have for our lives
Lord forgive us and turn us around to renew our faith and confidence in you.

Words of Grace
Know that God is our Lord and Shepherd 
He loves us with a sacrificial Love and will guide us through dark and fearful times.
Leading us along the right paths. So we do not need to fear.
 God is with us and will guide us to a place of safety.

So we thank our Lord  we trust in His loving kindness , 
active within and about us  each day of our lives. And the people say Amen.

	ENGAGING THE WORD

Scripture Reading Liz 

Acts 2:42–47 NRSV
42 They spent their time learning from the apostles, and they were like family to each other. They also broke bread and prayed together.

43 Everyone was amazed by the many miracles and wonders that the apostles worked. 44All the Lord’s followers often met together, and they shared everything they had. 45 They would sell their property and possessions and give the money to whoever was in need. 46 Day after day they met together in the temple. They broke bread together in different homes and shared their food happily and freely, 47 while praising God. Everyone liked them, and each day the Lord added to their group others who were being saved.
Michael  - Kids Talk / Interactive 

We’re the sheep and Jesus the Good Shepherd  Leone’s choice today 
[bookmark: dropdown-9a7b0_Copy_1]Readings Liz        John 10:1–10  CEV        1 Peter 2:19-25  CEV
Leone’s Talk including series of pictures Australian to Middle Eastern view
The King of Love My Shepherd Is  
Offering 

In the words of  Matthew 10:v8
“Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.”
and we often sing , 
 
He said: ‘Freely, freely, you have received,
Freely, freely give;
Go in My name, and because you believe
Others will know that I live.’ 
so let us pray , 

God of abundant life, we bring you these gifts, offered happily and freely today. 
Use them,according to your word to minister to the sick, the dying, the diseased and and tormented. 
As we consider what we hold back, challenge us to give,  
so that abundant life is shared with those who need it most. , we pray. 
AMEN 

Notices: PPT 
Today after morning tea a picnic , Bring and share at Cocora Beach. If you need transport let someone know at morning tea. A social event all welcome.
Garden of Eden Community Project Committee meeting this Tuesday 28th at Mariette’s place 6pm.   
Faith Conversations Wednesday 29th 5pm in the church.
Hampers Tuesday 8am – 9am  and Friday 8am until early afternoon  
Tuesday 28th   9.30 – 11.30am  by the Edwina women’s group, new participants welcome. A weekly event from this week.
Pantry Thursday 10am – 1pm 
Forward notice;- Congregational Meeting  Sunday May 10th  agenda items to Pat .


Prayers for Others and Lord’s Prayer  - Petra 
PPT of sheaves of wheat , the harvest …..

Today’s Harvest ideas, kernels of wisdom, take home thoughts, questions to clarify with some one, a prayer to request  SPEAK them out …..if you wish or share over a cuppa .   
	SENDING OUT our intentions as we go out into the wider community \world to live out or individual and communal witness.

Music Suggestions, our intentions …..

I Want to Walk With Jesus Christ  SOF 261  D  F# x5 follow me x1 & 5
Follow Him, follow Him, yield your life to Him
He has conquered death, He is King of Kings
Accept the joy that He gives to those
Who yield their lives to Him



Blessing/Benediction/prayer 
Follow in the way of Jesus our Shepherd through the week ahead.
Keep learning together.  Be like family to each other.   Eat meals and pray together. 
Do all you can to live and share the abundant life of the Christ.
Go, and God the Creator will continue to be at work in you,  the risen Christ will open the way,  and the Spirit will build you into true community.
In the power of God, we go, Amen.





[bookmark: PageNumWizard_FOOTER_Default_Page_Style3]7
[bookmark: dropdown-9a7b0]1 Peter 2:19-25  Contemporary English Version

[bookmark: en-CEV-28298][bookmark: en-CEV-28299][bookmark: en-CEV-28300]God will bless you, even if others treat you unfairly for being loyal to him. You don't gain anything by being punished for some wrong you have done. But God will bless you, if you have to suffer for doing something good. After all, God chose you to suffer as you follow in the footsteps of Christ, who set an example by suffering for you.
[bookmark: en-CEV-28301][bookmark: en-CEV-28302][bookmark: en-CEV-28303][bookmark: en-CEV-28304]Christ did not sin
    or ever tell a lie.
Although he was abused,
    he never tried to get even.
And when he suffered,
    he made no threats.
Instead, he had faith in God,
    who judges fairly.
Christ carried the burden
    of our sins.
He was nailed to the cross,
so we would stop sinning
    and start living right.
By his cuts and bruises
    you are healed.
You had wandered away
    like sheep.
Now you have returned
    to the one
who is your shepherd
    and protector.

All we like sheep have gone astray"

The school class were asked the question....."If there were 100 sheep in the field and I wandered through a hole in the fence......how many would be left"? A son of a farmer raised his hand. "Yes John", said the school teacher, "how many would be left"?

"None" said John. "None" said the teacher, when only one has left"? 

29th april 2015 good shepherd pictures 

Psalm 23
You, LORD, are my guide in the wilderness;
........there is nothing more I could need.

You set up camp in places of beauty and shelter;
........you lead the way on secluded tracks
................beside creeks of cool clean water.
I feel my spirit breathing freely again;
........your reputation puts me at ease;
................I leave the navigating to you, and follow.
Even if we hike through a perilous valley,
........where crows keep a menacing watch,
................fear will still not get the better of me.
As long as I stick with you
........I know I’ll make the distance;
with a knife and a bit of rope
........you seem able to tackle any challenge.
You cook up a feast for me,
........as those who wanted to feed on me watch, frustrated.
You pamper me like an honoured guest
........and constantly top up my glass.

My life feels charmed, each and every day.
........Love, mercy and all good things
................keep falling into my lap.

I’m with you for life, LORD,
........where you go, I’ll go;
................where you live, I’ll live.
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