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· 5 April 2026  Easter Day   
Christ Is Risen    He Has risen Indeed !
Welcoome 
Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the sovereign First Peoples of these lands and waters 
where we meet, the Yuin Nation.
We pay our respects to their elders past and present and to all Aboriginal people who have cared for this place since creation.

Call to Worship
Rise up and live!
Life springing forth from death
and offered to the world.
Thanks be to you, O Risen Christ.

Christ is risen,
alive in our hearts and our communities.
Thanks be to you, O  Risen Christ.

Introduction to Theme
Today we celebrate the risen Jesus, beyod the tomb,  the never – ending Christ , the Messiah, the awaited LORD. 
In the joy of the empty tomb, we enter a time to up-lift our spirits, to run with Mary Magdalene to announce, “ He is Risen , He Is Lord!”
We are called  to join in and  share this joy,  this life with others, however this might take shape in each and all of us, uniqely and transformatively.

PPT Opening Prayer
Living and loving God,  we come to you with songs of praise
and shouts of joy  for love abounds, and new  life surround us.
As we celebrate  this day,  we pray that the signs of the risen Christ.  will feel close to us today, evident in the circumstances and encouragements that we each need. 
Be so present with us in ways that gtransform our lives,
igniting  passion of Your life within us and around us.
This we ask  in faith and expectant that Your will be done.    Amen. 

Christ The Lord Is Risen Today 		  TIS 370,  C^  D x4
‘made like Him , Like Him we rise , Halleluia’



Prayer of Confession
Lord Jesus sometimes we come looking for you as if you were still dead,  we fail to find you active in the  ordinariness of real life.
We are defeated  by the  terrible circumatances of the world a large 
When we fail to see you in those created mysteriously in your image 
Help Us to See You Alive and Active in Our Midst .
 
As we listen and read the scriptures and dicern the human fraility of your first followers; their disbelief, their fears and denials. When  and see ourselves as being jus tlike them. Running away, crying as those abandoned and deserted. Forgetting all that we have been taught from Your word.
Help Us to See You Alive and Active in Our Midst .
 
We confess we so easily forget  your acts of kindness and evidence of your love, 
God, awaken your Word and Your Love within us.  
May we be witnesses to the risen Christ in our midst.  Amen.
 
Words of Grace John 20:v15. 
At Jesus tomb -side , where Mary had been searching for Him
Jesus said to Mary , “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” 
….. Jesus said to her, “Mary!”        (recognising Him in that instance )
She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17
Let us Be assured Jesus in there in our tears and despair , speaking our name and He is ready to reveal to us His Truth and the Way to salvation. In spite of our doubts and difficulties.

	ENGAGING THE WORD
Scripture 
Bible Readings for Easter Morning 2026 – Petra 
Colossians 3:1-4
St.Paul wrote, ‘So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.’

Matthew 28:1-10
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message for you.’ 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshipped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’

In the Tomb so cold (Christ Is risen) 	SoF 245 D^  F# x4
Word for the Day – Rev Michael 

Now The Green Blade Rises			 TIS 382   Em E x4
‘Raised from the Dead My  Living Lord is Seen
Love has come again  Like wheat that springs up green.’
invite people to share what they noticed about how their community keeps the love, light, and life of Christ alive. And visible ? Locally and abroad 
Notices 
Elders meeting 15th April  10.30am 
April 26th  after church the Wonder Board picnic 
Moring Tea afterwards . Thanks to all who have contributed their time and talents for today .
Prayers for Others – Ruth 
Lords Prayer 
Offering
Living God,  we bring our gifts and our lives before you.
  May they work together to bring, the message of Jesus
 light, love and life  to our families , our community. And indeed to the world   Amen.
Yours Be The Glory 		TiS 380 Eb^ Bb x3 or tune SoF 551 D^ A

Blessing/Benediction
Go into all the world as those who are filled with the risen life of Jesus Christ
to be  the bearers of grace.
May the wonder of Easter break forth anew in us, in those we love and in all the earth, 
on this day and in the days to come. 
In the name of the God the Father,  Christ the risen Son and the Holy Spirit our comforter and guide.  Amen.

Embodied Practice 

The embodied practice is an opportunity to engage more fully with the reading through sensory experiences and stimuli. It acknowledges the diversity with which we experience the world and take in new information. Embodied practice invites everyone—regardless of age—to enter the text in a new way, with an openness to insights that might emerge. What is offered below are suggestions meant to inspire. 

Choose from the following options or use an embodied practice of your own to explore this week’s reading.

Option 1: Flash mob
To keep the beat of the living Christ alive.

Materials
· Chosen song or music, and a method of playing this so that everyone can hear. (Be sure to adhere to copyright restrictions and requirements.)

Instructions
1. Choose a format that is most appropriate to your worshipping community. This may be a simple movement dance or a musical piece. Create a simple choreography or have the music/words ready for worship time. This could be a simple action song that the congregation already knows.
2. During the service, teach people the movement and/or music. This does not have to be perfected. The effect is in the number of people joining together.
3. You might perform the flash mob just for yourself for fun, or (if you are brave) you might take it to the streets. Perhaps there is an opportunity to do the flash mob at a local event, a supermarket, or a school. Be sure to get permission first.
4. Consider providing invitations or information about your faith community to hand to people afterwards.

This activity relates directly to the intergenerational conversation. It encourages people to consider what it means to participate in the life of Christ and be witnesses to this in sharing with others.

Option 2: Keeping the beat alive game
A fun way to explore the idea of keeping the life of Christ alive in our communities. 

Materials
· Music and a way of playing it.

Instructions
1. Invite community members to stand or sit in a circle.
2. Play upbeat music.
3. Invite one person to begin a movement to the music, and all others in the circle copy their movement.
4. After a short time, the leader calls the name of another person, who takes over being the leader.
5. Afterwards, the community reflects on the diversity of ways that people found to express themselves through the music and how this relates to our faith.
6. A more competitive version of this game is to appoint one leader while a selected person closes their eyes. The selected person then enters the centre of the circle and tries to guess who the leader is as the movements change from time to time. Once the leader is guessed, a new person is selected to try and guess the leader.

We all have our different ways of expressing our faith, but as we live in community, it is important to participate in each other’s lives and engage together. This game could be a celebration of our differences and, at the same time, our unity in the living Christ.


Option 3: Musical instruments
To allow all members of the community to join in the beat of the music.

Materials
· A variety of musical instruments, such as tambourines, tapping sticks, triangles, and maracas (These could be borrowed from a local primary school)
· Normal mode of music for the worship service

Instructions
1. People are invited to take a musical instrument and play along with the hymns or songs. You may like to do this for one or two hymns or for the whole service.
2. If you only have a few instruments to share, you might ask people to swap between songs.

Often, only a select group leads the music in our worship services while the congregation sings along. This practice welcomes people to engage in a different way, becoming part of the music.

