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Welcome all 

Theme Focus 

As we enter Good Friday, Jesus meets us as the Wounded One  whose life and death demonstantes and points the Way, as to how we can  respond to the world’s hurts with the strength of compassion and with hope for the future,. Today may we perceive these truths  and be truly inspired by  His Holy Spirit.

Acknowledgement of Country 
Australia
As we gather together let us acknowledge the 
Thua people of the Yuin Nation 
who have gathered in this region for thousands of years
they have  lived, loved and died on this land.
We pay our respects to their elders, past and present 
and emerging.
It is appropriate to remember a history of solemn truths, givng way to hope and the possibility of true joy, 
As we remember today the suffering and death of Jesus, 
let us commit ourselves to truth- discovering, truth- telling and reconciliation of all peoples with God and each other.

Introduction to ThemeThe Wounded One Among Us
As we hear the story of Jesus’ suffering today, we are humbled, we are moved , we are obliged to reexamine our perspectives both of Jesus; sacrifice and to recalibrate ded of  our own experiences of hurt and the violence of our world.  We identify with the first deciples, their sadness , confusion , hopes and  revelations.  We wonder afresh as to how very relevant and powerful is the message of our  sacrificial Lord and Savior
Let us  listen for the revelation of Gods Word, and how we might go forth from this day  to speak and act  differently in the community and circumstances in which we live and breathe and have our being.

Call to Worship… introduce and invite to participate 
Jesus our Lord is with us this day.
We gather to worship 

The wounded healer, the suffering servant, is with us this day.
We gather to worship 

We remember the cost of His unconditional Love.
We gather in Love.

We pray  that our Love increase . We pray that Peace might pervade
  all we say and  do 
We gather in Peace 

We pray that faith might flourish. 
May our worship glorify our Lord and God . 
AMEN

Opening Prayer
Holy God,
we come together with belief and disbelief, in certainty and confusion
with joy and with our own pain and suffering
on this of all days we are mindful of the cross.
As we hear the story of Jesus’ death, we ask that you open us to fresh ways 
of understanding the significance of this day and your leading in our own  and communal faith journey.
Amen.

When I Survey The Wondrous Cross TIS 342 D^ D x4, ( Sof also in D last verse slightly different

Prayer of Confession introduce love so amazing, so divine
demands my soul,   my life, my all

Lord Jesus
we know we can be  quick to deny that we know you.
We rely on our own strength and forget who we belong to and whose we are.
When we fail to acknowledge the depth of our relationship with you,
Awaken your love within us Lord .
May we be present to the suffering of Christ in our midst.
When we question the truth and our own experience of God.
When w e want easy answers to difficult questions, and we are impatient for answers forgive us 
When we fail to be still and attentive to the Spirit in our lives,
Awaken your love within us Lord .
May we be present to the suffering of Christ in our midst.

When we are  swayed by popular opinion,
When we follow the crowd or the loudest voice 
failing to discern and speak up for justice.
When we fail to listen to Your voice and, out of fear, stay silent,
Awaken your love within us Lord .
May we be present to the suffering of Christ in our midst.

Amen.
 
May we remember the words of Jesus  recorded in the book of the apolstle Luke Luke 23:34. 
"Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing" ithis is  the first of Jesus’ seven last utterances, spoken from the cross  
It is Jesus’ profound plea for mercy, demonstrating love for his executioners, his persecutors, and all humanity amidst His ntense suffering. This statement highlights Jesus' character, shwing us His  immediate, unconditional forgiveness.
For Christs Love and forgiveness we offer Him our praise and worship.

	How we are ENGAGING THE WORD

Scripture  one reading for today a reading often reserved for Good Friday , We could have read so many scriptures from the Old Testament, prophetic passages, psalms or other gospel accounts all of which affirm our faith and fill us with awe. My hope today is that as we read and reherse this singular passage froom John the evangelist our faith will be affirmed as we feel and understand these  solemn chapters more deeply and personally. Know the wounded One in our company. 

John 18:1—19:42 NIV
· from the ….The betrayal and arrest of Jesus
(Jesus before the High Priest
· Peter denies Jesus
· The High Priest questions Jesus
· Peter denies Jesus again
· Jesus before Pilate
· Jesus sentenced to death
· The crucifixion of Jesus
· Jesus’ side is pierced) 
·  to The burial of Jesus
all assemble and read their parts

Introduction to the Word for the Day – Pam 
Today, we remember , today we will read together ,   the part of Jesus’ life-story that some would prefer to forget , or lay aside and others struggle to understand at all.
 Jesus’ death on the cross was (and is) often spoken of like a formula  - Jesus died to take away the sins of the world in order that we might live. But it would seem wrong to stop there and not to think more deeply about the cost beyond this rather transactional approach. We must look for and hopefully find ,  within this message, a heartfelt relationship with Jesus.
 As the Easter story is revealled and culminates on EasterDay, we might understand that Jesus death was necessary, and we should be eternally thankful for his sacrifice the supreme act of grace. For many, this idea of atonement does makes sense. it is the fundamental truth of the gospels and we ccould be comfortable to let the simple statement , Jesus died to take away the sins of the world ,sit with no personal impact or challenge for the future of our personal and communal life .
Strangely Iam reminded of a favourite movie of mine, The Professor and the Madman. Key to understanding this deeply emotional and true story is the question, "If love, then what ?"    It is not a sentimental story , it reflects 
a search for purpose and redemption. It implies a choice to act, a duty to forgive, and a commitment to nurturing that  ambition over a life time.
 This movie reflects the gospel truth deeply loving and deeply painful. For many it   is also understanderble that today’s account of Jesus death does not sit at all comfortably with their  very concept  of God., let alone a God of Love. It is a after-all a troubling account . Hopefully, if  you are in that category ,  as we read and listen to  these two chapters from John the Evangelist , he will lead us through the witness  of Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion. These inspired words will  take us to   the heart of  Jesus’ character, both his humanity and his divinity. These chapters are packed with deep emotions, both of Jesus and his followers and acusers, We see both political and social action—contrasting the non-violent Christ set within scenes of extreme violent and injustice. How often then, as now, we see and hear  violence, fear, the contagious cry of the  mob. And  a stark and painful  focus on the bitter price of grace and truth and worthy sacrifice.    
 
Will the  blow by blow account of the last days of Christs  earthly life feel in any way familiar.? How often are we  today  led to believe that violence will somehow produce peace, security and justice. Do we neglect to turn our attention to the most important singular death that can and does satisfy both God and humankind,  the only course of Justice and Peace that will never be exhausted. 

As we reflect on the scriptures we are about to read let us be honest with ourselves and respond in heart and mind to our Heavenly Father who reaches out to each one of us to guide us gently to the ways of righteousness .

We are going to read John 18-19 together . 
Some of you have a character of role to read and others a part of the scripture to narate . All of us will be asked to respond once or twice as a crowd, imagining perhaps we are the same crowd that shouted Hosanna last Palm Sunday and now as a mob  crying out with a different voice. 

Rosemary for remembrance –a sprig for each person

Prayers for Others – Peter 
Loving and compassionate God, on this day of all days, we bring before you the people and places of our world where suffering and pain abound.

People either share prayer points or bring forward newspaper articles.

Knowing you, O God, does not guarantee an easy path through life.
We acknowledge the pain, the hurt, and the oppression of our world.
Help us to recognise that you are with us, in our midst, walking alongside us in the suffering, companioning us on the journey.
May this be so with those we have brought before you in prayer this day.
We pray in faith.            Amen.

Offering
Compassionate God, we bring the gift of our lives, and these tokens of our gifts. 
We can never equal the mesure of your costly gift to us.  
Yet may these gifts work with you to bring light, love, and life to those suffering in our community.             Amen.

Final words maybe unnecessary  govern the time  
In a world full of violence, oppression, unrest and revolution, Jesus embodies something very, very different. Jesus faced and lived a violent and bloody end in a violent and bloody world, but hear what Jesus says to Pilate— 

‘My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom belonged to this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.’ (John 18:36)

In his answer to Pilate, Jesus sets up an opposition between the Kingdom of God and the kingdoms of ‘this world.’ This world is the world of empire and barbaric violence, the world of power and control where the poor are oppressed, and injustice reigns. 

Jesus’ response to Pilate did not represent a speaking of truth to power. It was one powerful truth confronting another. It was the powerful truth of non-violent justice confronting the powerful truth of violent injustice. In Pilate and Jesus, the two worlds come face to face. True to their worlds, one unjustly condemns an innocent man, the other dies on a cross. 

Embodied Practice 
Option 1: Rosemary for remembrance –a sprig for each person

	SENDING OUT


Blessing/Benediction
Go into all the world knowing that this isolemn chapter I but the prelude to the wonder and beauty of the resurrection  morning. 
In suffering Hope arises 
May  Jesus bless you in your expectation of the joy to come . 
Go to Love and serve the Lord. Amen
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Embodied Practice 

The embodied practice is an opportunity to engage more fully with the reading through sensory experiences and stimuli. It acknowledges the diversity with which we experience the world and take in new information. Embodied practice invites everyone—regardless of age—to enter the text in a new way, with an openness to insights that might emerge. What is offered below are suggestions meant to inspire. 

Choose from the following options or use an embodied practice of your own to explore this week’s reading.

Option 1: Rosemary for remembrance
Sprigs of rosemary in a basket 
1. Invite people to come forward and take a sprig of rosemary and place it at the foot of the cross. Encourage them to smell the rosemary as they rub it in their hands.
2. Play quiet music while people are coming forward to assist, to help maintain a quiet environment.








[bookmark: PageNumWizard_FOOTER_Default_Page_Style7]26
This dramatic reading of John's passion narrative uses the NIV text of John 18-19; small changes were made in the biblical text to encourage greater clarity in this script.
The following roles are necessary:
· Evangelists 1 & 2 & 3 & 4	Liz , Annette,Pat, Petra  		Pam, interactive questions 
· Jesus 				Michael 
· A Servant Girl 		Robyn
· Peter 				Peter 
· An Official 			Jim
· A Bystander			Yvonne		 
· A Servant 			Bob
· Pilate				Steve 
· A Chorus of Priests		Paul & John  
· Several Soldiers 		Jim, 
· The Crowd 			Congregation

· 
JOHN 18:1-14 NIV the reading of St John the Evangelist
Evangelist: When Jesus had finished praying, he left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side there was an olive grove, and he and his disciples went into it.
Now Judas, who had betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. So Judas came to the grove, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, ........Pause the reading
[bookmark: en-NIV-24080]Pam :  We might recall from Matthews gospel during Jesus ‘ last supper  He us was reclining at the table with the Twelve. Deciples and while they were eating, he had said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.”   ....the deciples were puzzled and Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?”
Jesus answered, “You have said so.” Jesus knew, Judas knew, yet.....
Evangelist: Jesus now asks the soldiers again, 
Jesus: Who is it that you want?
Soldiers: Jesus of Nazareth.
Jesus: I am he.
Evangelist: And Judas the traitor was standing there with them. When Jesus said, "I am he," they drew back and fell to the ground. 

Pam:  An d....	If you were Judas at this moment How would you feel ?

Evangelist: Again Jesus asked them,
Jesus: Who is it that you want?
Soldiers: Jesus of Nazareth.
Jesus: I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these men go.
Evangelist: This happened so that the words Jesus had spoken would be fulfilled: "I have not lost one of those you gave me."
Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant, cutting off his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus. But Jesus commanded Peter,
Jesus: Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?
Pam: Again , Jesus knew , had he not endured the pain of anticipation , .Jesus in the garden of Gethsemene sweated like tears of blood as recorded by  Luke 22:44,  such was His extreme anguish and distress at His is impending suffering  Yet jesus submitted  to the will of God the Father , he knew this ‘cup’ would cost  him dearly . ....
Evangelist: Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. They bound him and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it would be good if one man died for [all] the people.

Following this reading, all shall pray in silence, and then sing: "What Wondrous Love" S. Mead's A General Selection, 1811 not this one 



JOHN 18:15-27
Evangelist 2 : Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest's courtyard, but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the girl on duty there, and brought Peter in.
Servant Girl: “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” 
Peter: I am not.
Evangelist 2: It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. Peter was also standing with them, warming himself.
(pause)
Meanwhile, the former high priest Annas questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching, to which Jesus replied,
Jesus: I have spoken openly to the world. I always taught in synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. Why question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know what I said.
Evangelist 2: When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby struck him in the face., saying....
An Official: Is that any way to answer the high priest? 
Jesus: If I said something wrong, testify as to what is wrong. But if I spoke the truth, why did you strike me?
Evangelist: 2 Then Annas sent Jesus, still bound, to Caiaphas, the high priest.
(pause)
As Simon Peter stood warming himself, he was asked,
A Bystander: “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” 
Peter: I am not.
Evangelist 2: One of the high priest's servants, a relative of Malchus, whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged him,
A Servant: Didn't I see you with him in the olive grove?
Peter: I am not.  ( sits down)
Evangelist 2:  at that moment a rooster began to crow. 
Pam; If I were Peter at this moment , how would I feel ?
		Play ph alarm of the rooster crowing
Following this reading, all shall pray in silence, and then sing: "Ah, Holy Jesus, How Have You Offended" 
JOHN 18:28-19:3
Evangelist 3: Then the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor [Pilate]. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness the Jews did not enter the palace; they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. So Pilate came out to them and asked,
Pilate: What charges are you bringing against this man?
Priest 1If he were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.
Pilate: Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.
Priest 2 But we have no right to execute anyone.
Evangelist 3 This happened so that the words Jesus had spoken indicating the kind of death he was going to die would be fulfilled.
Then Pilate went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him,
Pilate: Are you the King of the Jews?
Jesus: Is that your own idea, or did others talk to you about me?
Pilate: Am I a Jew? It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is it you have done?
Jesus: My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.
Pilate: You are a king, then!
Jesus: You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.
Pilate: What is truth?
Evangelist: 3 With this Pilate went out again to the Jews and said to them,
Pilate: I find no basis for a charge against him. But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release "the king of the Jews"?
Evangelist 3: [But] the crowd shouted back,
Crowd (voices through each other): No, not him! Give us Barabbas! (John 18:40)
Evangelist 3: Now Barabbas had taken part in a rebellion.
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe, and went up to him again and again, saying,
Soldiers (voice through each other): Hail, king of the Jews! Evangelist: And they struck Jesus in the face.
Following this reading, all shall pray in silence, and then sing: O Sacred Head Surrounded 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iATSwph9wFQ
Place the crown of thorns on a purple cloth on the table  - Petra

JOHN 19:4-18
Evangelist 3: Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews,
Pilate: Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.
Evangelist 3: Then Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe.
Pilate: Here is the man!
Evangelist 3: As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw Jesus, they [all] shouted,
Crowd (voices through each other): Crucify! Crucify! (John 19:6)
Pilate: You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against him.
Priest 1: We have a law, and according to that law he must die, 
Priest  2: Because he claimed to be the Son of God, he must die !
Evangelist 3: When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid. He went back inside the palace and asked Jesus,
Pilate: Where do you come from?
Evangelist 3: But Jesus gave him no answer.
 Pilate: Do you refuse to speak to me? Don't you realize I have the power either to free you or to crucify you?
Jesus: You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.
Evangelist3:From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept shouting,
Priests: If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.
Evangelist3:When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge's seat at a place known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). It was the day of Preparation of Passover Week, about the sixth hour, [when] Pilate said,
Pilate: Here is your king.
Evangelist: But the crowd shouted,
Crowd (voices through each other): Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him! (John 19:15) Separate PPT slide 
Pilate: Shall I crucify your king?
Priests 1&2: We have no king but Caesar.
Evangelist3:Finally, Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be crucified. So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). Here they crucified him, and with him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle.

Following this reading, all shall pray in silence, and then sing
Jesus, Keep Me Near The Cross,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xrmlv806bGM
JOHN 19:19-30
Evangelist 1: Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: Jesus of Nazareth, The King of The Jews. Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin, and Greek. The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate:
Priest 1: Do not write "the King of the Jews" but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.
Pilate: What I have written, I have written.
Evangelist 1: When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothing, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.
Soldiers: Let's not tear it, [but] decide by lot who will get it.
Evangelist 1: This happened that the Scripture might be fulfilled which said, "They divided my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing." So this is what the soldiers did.
(pause)
Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother,
Jesus: Dear woman, here is your son,
			and to the disciple,
	Here is your mother.
Evangelis1: From that time on, this disciple took Jesus' mother into his home.   (pause)
Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said,
Jesus: I am thirsty.
Evangelis1: A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus' lips. When he had received the drink, Jesus said,
wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, 
Jesus: It is finished! Evangelist: With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
JOHN 19:31-42
Evangelist 4: Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other [man]. But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water.
The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. These things happened so that the Scripture would be fulfilled: "Not one of his bones will be broken," and, as another Scripture says, "They will look on the one they have pierced."
(pause)
Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the [leaders of the] Jews. With Pilate's permission, he came and took the body away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus' body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.
Hymn: Amazing Love  Graham Kendrick  SOF 398  D^  D x3 



 Here is Caiaphas both sinner and prophet.ohn 11:49 – 53 ’You know nothing at all!  You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish.”  Raising interesting questions about who God may choose to voice and achieve his ulitimate purposes  in any way he so chooses.
Michael highlighted this concept last week, a conviction the the apostle Paul was later to teach the new church of  Christ followers  2 Corinthians 5:14
[bookmark: en-NIV-28892]For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 
In other words Christ has died to pay for the sins of all humanity and His death has become the death required for all to pay for their personal sin.

............a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he/she  feared the .......
Following this reading, all shall meditate and pray in silence, and, after due time, sing:


My Lord what love is this
That pays so dearly?
That I, the guilty one
May go free
Amazing love, oh what sacrifice
The Son of God given for me
My debt He pays and my death He dies
That I might live
That I might live

And so they watched Him die
Despised, rejected
But oh, the blood He shed
Flowed for me
Amazing love, oh what sacrifice
The Son of God given for me
My debt He pays and my death He dies
That I might live
That I might live
That I might live
That I might live

And now this love of Christ
Shall flow like rivers
Come wash your guilt away,
Live again
Amazing love, oh what sacrifice
The Son of God given for me
My debt He pays and my death He dies
That I might live
That I might live
That I might live!
Graham Kendrick 1989
SOF 398  D^  D x3





O sacred head surrounded 
 by crown of piercing thorn!
O bleeding head so wounded 
reviled and put to scorn!
The pow’r of death comes o’er You 
the glow of life decays
Yet angel hosts adore you 
and trmble as they gaze .

In this Your bitter passion 
Good Shepherd think of me, 
With Your most kind compassion 
unworthy though I be.
Beneath Your cross abidiing 
forever would I rest 
In Your dear love confiding 
and iwith  Your presence blest. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iATSwph9wFQ



1 On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,
the emblem of suffering and shame;
and I love that old cross where the dearest and best
for a world of lost sinners was slain.
Refrain:
So I'll cherish the old rugged cross,
till my trophies at last I lay down;
I will cling to the old rugged cross,
and exchange it some day for a crown.

2 O that old rugged cross, so despised by the
world,
has a wondrous attraction for me;
for the dear Lamb of God left his glory above
to bear it to dark Calvary. [Refrain]

3 In that old rugged cross, stained with blood so
divine,
a wondrous beauty I see,
for 'twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died,
to pardon and sanctify me. [Refrain]

4 To that old rugged cross I will ever be true,
its shame and reproach gladly bear;
then he'll call me some day to my home far away,
where his glory forever I'll share. [Refrain]

Jesus, keep me near the cross,
There a precious fountain;
Free to all, a healing stream,
Flows from Calv'ry's mountain.

In the cross, in the cross
Be my glory ever,
Till my ransomed soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.

2 Near the cross, a trembling soul,
Love and mercy found me;
There the Bright and Morning Star
Shed His beams around me. 

In the cross, in the cross
Be my glory ever,
Till my ransomed soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.

3 Near the cross! O lamb of God,
Bring its scenes before me;
Help me walk from day to day
With its shadows o'er me. 

In the cross, in the cross
Be my glory ever,
Till my ransomed soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.

4 Near the cross! I'll watch and wait,
Hoping, trusting ever;
Till I reach the golden strand,
Just beyond the river.

In the cross, in the cross
Be my glory ever,
Till my ransomed soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.

Baptist Hymnal, 1991
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xrmlv806bGM



Were you there
 when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there
 when they crucified my Lord?
O, sometimes it causes me to
 tremble, tremble, tremble;
Were you there
 when they crucified my Lord?


Were you there
 when they nailed him to a tree?
Were you there
 when they nailed him to a tree?

O, sometimes it causes me to
 tremble, tremble, tremble;
Were you there
 when they nailed him to a tree?


Were you there
 when they pierced him in the side? 
Were you there
 when they pierced him in the side?

O, sometimes it causes me
 to tremble, tremble, tremble;
Were you there
 when they pierced him in the side?
Were you there
 when the sun refused to shine? 
Were you there
 when the sun refused to shine?

O, sometimes it causes me
 to tremble, tremble, tremble;
Were you there
 when the sun refused to shine?

Were you there
 when they laid him in the tomb?
Were you there
 when they laid him in the tomb?

O, sometimes it causes me
 to tremble, tremble, tremble;
Were you there
 when they laid him in the tomb?

Were you there
 when he rose from out the tomb? 
Were you there
 when he rose from out the tomb?

O, sometimes it causes me
 to tremble, tremble, tremble;
Were you there
 when he rose from out the tomb? 


Scriptures

Isaiah 52:13—53:12 emphasises the image of the suffering servant, despised and rejected, who took on the transgressions of the people. The promise is that this servant will see the light of life and will receive a portion among the great.

Psalm 22 is a crying out to God when God feels absent. This is a prayer seeking closeness and faithfulness to God in difficult times. The words of this psalm are used as the words of Jesus on the cross.

Hebrews 4:14–16; 5:7–9 describes Jesus as the high priest. Since Jesus entered human life, he can empathise with our human weaknesses. Through his prayer, petition and obedience to God, Jesus became the source of eternal salvation and was given the honour of high priest in the order of Melchizedek.

John 18:1—19:42
This long text leads us through the story of Jesus’ crucifixion. It begins with the arrest of Jesus in the garden, followed by his trials before the high priest and the Roman governor. These sections are punctuated by Peter’s three denials that he knows Jesus. After Jesus is sentenced, we read of his crucifixion and burial. 
