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Exodus 17:1-7. Psalm 95. Romans 5:1-11. John 4:5-42.
PRAY
When I read these two readings they seemed to flow together and became in a way one.
key words in this message are ‘TRUST’ and in Psalm 95 ‘JOY’.
The record of the Wilderness of Sin in Exodus 17:1-7 highlights themes of trust, dependence on God, and the consequences of grumbling. It was a transitional stage for the Israelites, moving from bondage in Egypt toward the Promised Land, and serves as an example of spiritual formation/growth, the essence of faith, of obedience, and reliance on divine provision during times of trial. 
We read “Then all the congregation of the children of Israel set out on their journey from the Wilderness of Sin, according to the commandment of the Lord, and camped at Rephidim; but there was no water for the people to drink.
When you camp you look for a spot that is pleasant and safe – a wilderness is anything but appealing. Dry, usually wind blown hot during the day and cold at night. Not far away there was an oasis – date trees and springs of water – but our heavenly Father had something else in mind.
Now Moses and the people were only some two months out of 400 years of slavery in Egypt and the Lord God was breaking them out of the slave mentality.  
We, you and I walk the same path with God -Gods love in Jesus and the Spirit seek to grow us in freedom out of the ‘self’ of who we were and bring out the person that we were created to be. I can, you can see it in our own lives – 
Thank you Lord for you incredible patience to me – to us.
The people had already experienced Gods delivery on the night that the Angel of Death spread over Egypt and the walking through the sea on dry ground - not to mention the manna/bread on the ground 6/7 and the quail. And the healing properties in the bitter water of Marah to cleans them of the sicknesses of Egypt. 
They still had a long way to go in their journey from slavery to freedom.
Sounds familiar in the 80 years of my journey.
V2. Therefore the people contended with Moses, and said, “Give us water that we may drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you contend with me? Why do you tempt the Lord?”
Moses was walking in Gods will and complaints against him were complaints against God. We are many times called Gods children, joint heirs with Christ of the Kingdom of God. ……….. when we show love and praise to others or are critics of others do we see that God ‘feels’ it personally.
“So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.” – Galatians 3:26
WHEN David realized the magnitude of his sin against Uriah and Bathsheba he cried out to God “against YOU, You only I have sinned and done this evil in Your sight.” Well he had sinned against them and the people but the magnitude of his realization was that to sin against another human being was to sin against God.
V3. And the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against Moses, and said, “why have you brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?”
V4. Moses cried out to the Lord saying, “what shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me!”
V5. And the Lord said to Moses, “Go on before the people, take some of the elders of Israel. Also take in your hand your rod with which you struck the river, and go.”
V6.  “behold, I will stand before you there on the rock, in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock  and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.” And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel.  
V7. So Moses called that place Massah (Tempted) and Meribah (contention) because of the contention of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the Lord, saying, “is the Lord among us or not?”
Regarding ‘contention’ – can we speak honestly with the Lord God? When we read the Psalms it is clear that we can be honest with God and ask questions and speak how we feel – whether joy or pain or ? whatever - and be accepted but there was something different in the attitude of these complaints – there was no TRUST – no somehow knowing that God was with them and could be trusted – God was teaching them this after 400 years of them crying out for God to save them from slavery.
How long have we lived in this world which is under the sway of evil. – we face temptations to complain and rebel and blame. 
Maybe the essence of TRUST is hinted at in these verses:
If we look at the Lords temptations in the wilderness - when Satan said to Jesus “I can give you the kingdoms of the world if you will bow down and worship me – the Lord did not challenge this claim – BUT know THAT the POWER OF THE ENEMY IS LIMITED BY GOD. “thus far shall your proud wave go and no further.” (Job 38:11)
38 And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[b] neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. 39 No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8.NLT
AND AT THE BASIS OF THESE IS THE FOUNDATION OF TRUST “because God loved us so much He gave His only beloved Son so that whoever believes in Him will not perish but HAS everlasting life.” John 3:16
Does a thought sometimes say to you “if you do this you will be happy – not only for drug addicts, alcohol, gambling and so on but “I would love to buy or do that or this or .. whatever – same voice but at a deferent intensity.
God brought them into the desert to grow there them – grow their TRUST IN HIM, to grow their understanding of His love and care even in desperate places. 
Our personal journey is our personal journey but the principle is the same. Sometimes we are dry in spirit and emotions – Gods place for us in these times is to cuddle in and TRUST. 
Romans 5:1-6 God uses troublesome times to grow us in our TRUST and thus our character – “because we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ … we glory in difficulties which grow us in perseverance, character, TRUST/hope … which do not disappoint us, because the love of God has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit”  … 
BY HIS SPIRIT this LIVING WATER the Lord has given us.
Me? Well so far it has taken God 80 years to get me to wherever I am now   - always was a rebellious child.
How do we see life when things do not work out for us – maybe our own desires, wants, needs, have brought us to think that the path is of God when it is of us. 
We can talk honest emotions and thoughts with God and not be guilty of complaining to God or about our situation – remember we have ‘living water’– the Spirit, the Presence of God flowing through us.
We always have the freedom, the comfort, the security of Psalm 139 in us – God know each of us intimately and – for me – joyfully states- ‘where shall I run to hide from You – you love for me is everywhere.’
TRUST - be still and know that I AM God or TRUST in God’s Presence and move on. ……… 
Gods love paid the ultimate price for you, for me – Gods love is not lost.
The ‘living water’ the Holy Spirit of God – is in us, Jesus gift of Gods living Presence living in us as friend, comforter, guide, challenger bringing Jesus and His character and gifts to us.
“trust in the Lord with all your heart and don’t rely on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him and He will direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)
TRUST – “Lord I believe – increase my TRUST.” (Mark 9:23-24)
When there is nothing else – there is TRUST in God.

How can we respond to such love and patience -but in praise!
READ PSALM 95 ALOUD. 
