1 February, 2026 Epiphany 4A Count your blessings
Micah 6:1-8, Psalm 15, 1 Corinthians 1:18-31,  Matthew 5:1-12
Welcome and 

We acknowledge the sovereign First Peoples of these lands and waters 
where we meet, the Yuin Nation.
We pay our respects to their elders past and present and to all Aboriginal people who have cared for this place since creation.
CALL TO WORSHIP 
We will think about blessings.   What do these Blessings mean in our lives and faith journey? 
What kind of role am I called to play in the bringing about of the kingdom? 

Am I even fit for it? 

What are your priorities and motivation?

Together we will journey through the nuances of the text, you might begin pondering similar questions 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Creator God, at the beginning of everything you spoke and said that all creation was good.
We are a part of the outcome of that extraordinary burst of energy. Everything we see, everything we are comes from your goodness. 
We come as we are, ready and not ready, broken and whole, sure that you welcome us in this moment and in every moment. We come waiting in hope for your touch. Amen.
(Beatitudes about priorities and blessings.)
Seek ye first the kingdom of God

TiS.745  
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What does the Lord require of us as we remember, all the good things God has done for us?
Micah 6:1-8 – Liz Maher
Pam – Interactive
https://urc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Families-on-Faith-Adventures-Week-107-Just-Do-It.pdf
PRAYERS OF CONFESSION
God of all love, At the moment of creation, you said everything was good. We confess that we very often do not see the world and each other as you do, as blessed and good. We confess that we miss all the joy you would have us experience.
We confess that we limit ourselves and others, that we hurt each other out of fear, that we think we lack blessing and goodness. Forgive us for thinking that we know how the world is when you tell us something so different. Forgive us for not letting you direct our eyes and our minds. Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Jesus saw goodness and offered blessing to all who would recognise themselves as children of God. We are loved beyond our wildest hopes and understanding.
PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING
God of love, you invite us to rejoice and be glad, to live in response to all the blessings you give. We come before you in adoration and praise. We thank you for this invitation given so freely, so gently, so relentlessly, so openly, so fully. There are no rules to your invitation, no one is outside of your welcome, not a single person cut off from the blessings you rain down on us. For blessings, for love, for grace and for hope we give our thanks.  Amen.
(……..gather around with songs to be shared , for blessings abound.)
2 Where wide skies ...TIS 188 G D x4
OFFERTORY SENTENCE
The abundant generosity of God is all around us:  Let us live generously and share what we have with others.
OFFERTORY
Generous God, as we bring this money, that came to us because we have lived and worked in your generous world, we thank you that you invite us to celebrate your generosity and to share that generosity with others. Bless us and what we give.  Amen.
Notices – encourage to read the first page of the newsletter.

Sunday 8th february  Communion service

Sunday 8th february  After morning tea. Cong meeting to think about what kind of year we will share with each other and the community

Tues this week – Garden of Eden Community Project committee meeting.


Coming up
Wed 11th Feb Faith conversations

Friday 13th 2pm Induction of Andrew Colis as the new Merimbula UC minister

Pancake Tuesday 17th Feb.

Sunday 22nd Feb Frontier Services featured in our normal service.

6th March World Day Prayer  with Petra overseeing organising this ecumenical event.

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 (Liz Maher

Matthew 5:1-12 

DISCIPLESHIP THOUGHT
Our text makes it clear that there are new understandings of God and God’s world that are opened up to those whose hearts and minds are tuned to God. It is as if these people are on a feedback loop; each experience of God opens up another experience of God. Each new insight introduces further insights. It is like climbing a small hill and being able to see more of the surrounding landscape. What do we need to do in our lives to be blessed in the sense that Jesus means it in our text?
Talk 2 - Steve

3. Lord of Earth and all creation………. TIS 672 tune 657 G Ex3 ”Bless and keep our land Australia in your will for peace and power .” This hymn before prayers of intercession
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION – Robyn  Followed by LORD’S PRAYER
God today we pray for all those who hunger and thirst for a better world.
We pray for those who see the world as it is and dream and hope for more.
We pray for those who are willing to imagine a world of justice and fairness and to work for that world. We pray for those who have the courage to tell the truth in dangerous situations, who call out injustice in their workplaces and communities, those who call for truth and fairness in the public realm.
We pray too for peacemakers: those who seek to bring peace between warring factions and nations and who do not tire on the long road to peace.
We pray for those who seek to heal divisions in communities, who constantly invite us to see each other not as other or alien but as sisters and brothers. We pray also for those who heal the broken relationships between us as individuals, those who listen long and deeply and search for connection.

May they all be the blessed of God. We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
(live out your creed and risk your life)
4. Community of Christ TIS 473 Ab C
COMMISSIONING 
Rumi, the Sufi mystic, born in Afghanistan in 1207.
 His poem "the Guest House", is it a mission statement for us all?

   This, being human, is a guest house.
   Every morning a new arrival.    A joy, a depression, a meanness
   Some momentary awareness comes as an unexpected visitor.
   Welcome and entertain them all!
   Even if they're a crowd of sorrows, who violently sweep your house empty of its furniture, still, treat each guest honourably, He may be clearing you out for some new delight.
   The dark thought, the shame, the malice, meet them at the door laughing, and invite them in.
    Be grateful for whoever comes, Because each has been sent as a guide from beyond.
Micah 6: 1-8 ©2002 Nathan Nettleton LaughingBird.net

Open your ears, for this is what the LORD has to say:

If you have got a complaint, stand up and let it be heard.
Let the mountains and hills be your witnesses.

For I am calling on the mountains to hear my dispute.
I am calling on the earth itself
to take my complaint to heart.
For I, the LORD, have a dispute to settle with my people,
and I will have it out with you, my chosen ones.

When have I ever done the wrong thing by you, my people?
What have I done to make you sick of me?
Answer me that!

I was the one who got you out of the land where you were slaves;
broke you free and put you back where you belonged.
I was the one who provided you with good leaders:
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.

And don’t forget
how King Balak of Moab conspired to curse you,
and how it backfired on him
when he gave the job to Balaam.
And don’t forget, my people,
how you got from one side of the great river to the other.
Keep in mind all that I, the LORD, have done;
all the actions I have taken to get you to safety.

Having been reminded of all this,
how can we express our thanks to the LORD?
Is there anything we could ever give
that would be worthy of our God?

Should we offer our most treasured possessions
as a sacrifice on God’s altar?
Would the LORD like us to sacrifice a year’s wages,
or even hand over everything we own?
Should we sacrifice our children to pay the price;
our own flesh and blood for the sin deep within us?

Come on people! God has told us what is good.
We know what the LORD wants from us:

To make sure everybody gets a fair go;
To be passionate about caring for others;
And to stay on track with God without getting full of ourselves.
     Micah 6:1-8 Contemporary English Version (CEV)
The LORD said to his people:
Come and present your case to the hills and mountains.
Israel, I am bringing charges  against you—
I call upon the mountains and the earth’s firm foundation to be my witnesses.
My people, have I wronged you in any way at all?
    Please tell me.
I rescued you from Egypt, where you were slaves.
I sent Moses, Aaron, and Miriam to be your leaders.
Don’t forget the evil plans of King Balak of Moab or what Balaam son of Beor said to him. 

Remember how I, the LORD, saved you many times on your way from Acacia  to Gilgal.
What offering should I bring when I bow down to worship the LORD God Most High?
Should I try to please him by sacrificing calves a year old?
Will thousands of sheep or rivers of olive oil make God satisfied with me?
Should I sacrifice to the LORD my first-born child for my terrible sins?
The LORD God has told us what is right and what he demands:
“See that justice is done, let mercy be your first concern, and humbly obey your God.”
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 New International Version
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written:

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;
    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”

Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.

Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him. It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”
Matthew 5:1-12  New International Version
Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them.

He said:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn,
    for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek,
    for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
    for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful,
    for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart,
    for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers,
    for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
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