LECTONARY 2025 11 16   THE RESQUE PLANS.          Allan Gibson.
Isaiah 65:17-25. Isaiah 12. 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13. Luke 21:1-19.
I want to consider two rescue plans:
	1 – The earth and the heavens.
	2 – You and me.
This earth the sky the universe that we live in, that we see - is greater than we can imagine in beauty and terror. Here in Eden – the blessings of creation we live in it. “Beauty pressed down shaken together and flowing over.” (Luke 6:38)
There are other parts of the world where there is destruction and violence - we see this other world on the news -a world of death and horror.
Gods gift of faith in Jesus the Savior, even in the worst horrors that humans have brought, and will continue to bring is the certainty that God has a day in eternity when the horror that we have made of God’s gift of free will, a gift to each of us humans, what we have done with this gift has brought destruction to humanity and creation – God will wrap up this old creation dispose of it, and create a new creation, a creation pure and clean and new. ( Revelations 21:1. Isaiah 65.) A rescue plan for the universe.
In trust in Jesus, we, individually, we humans, are already a new creation even though we are troubled by the enemy still trying to work in us. The power of sin and death has been wrapped up and disposed of in Jesus by Gods’ love.
However sometimes it does not feel it: Read Romans 7 and 8 and see where I and you fit. The agony of Paul’s cry in 7:24 “O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?” Now hear the triumphant shout of defiance and certainty in 8:1. “therefore, now, there is no condemnation to those who are in Jesus the Christ, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.” We choose  when Romans 7 hits us – to grab hold of Romans 8 our true home – the new creation.
· In Jesus we are created new – the old has passed away – the new has come.  2 Corinthians 5:17, states: "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away; behold, the new has come! The rescue plan for us has been accomplished and we – in freedom of our wills can take hold of it.“
·  “now is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2).

The timing of the other rescue plan, the creation of the new heaven and earth is a different matter.    “In Matthew 24:36, Jesus stated, "No one knows that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.”
Events that show Jesus return and the coming of the new earth –an accumulation of cyclones, earthquakes, dictators in power, violence and self-destruction in homes and in ourselves all witness God the Fathers love and patience with His creation, with us. That all the future predictions of destructions are current on earth, on humans. Why is God waiting ??? “until the full number of those to be rescued is fully in.” (Romans 11:25)
· “And I will give them singleness of heart and put a new spirit within them; I will remove their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh.   (Ezekiel 26:36)
Reading Isaiah 65 I was troubled – no – I was intimidated by the different teachings and time lines and the various sequences of happenings taught in the world of Christianity. There have been many times in history when a date was imagined by various teachers and people have ‘downed the tools of life’ and waited – the times came and went and disappointment and discouragement flowed in – and so it went on.
Fully living in, and trusting God in the timing will bring a fuller life.  Remember the Lord said that even he in the flesh did not know the day or the hour. 
Luke 21:8-13 the Lords words about the earth and humanity in distress – this has happened continually for 2000 years since then and yet the time was not Gods time. The Lord tells us to be comforted when persecuted – we are not alone – but it will  “turn out for you as an occasion for testimony (Luke 21:13) and I will give you a mouth to speak” -  can you and I have confidence in this and to speak the wisdom that when the Spirit brings us occasions to speak our reality.
V18 in Isaiah brings us the intimate reality of Gods awareness and care for us. Similar to the Lords telling us that God knows the number of hairs on our head – now we are told that persecuted and martyred people – God gathers their hair “not a hair of your head shall be lost.” 
Jesus suffered this, they pulled out Jesus beard! (Isaiah 50:6)
The Lord told his followers to look for certain signs and to flee when they see them. This happened in AD 70 when Jerusalem and the temple was destroyed and the people of Israel were massacred or taken into other lands in slavery. The Roman historian Josephus records the horror and terror and death of the people. How the enemy cut open the people to see if they had swallowed any jewels. The Christians who believed and acted on Jesus warning escaped and in their flight, they told the world the message of reaching out to them in Jesus. 
Why did this happen – maybe - remember the crowd who screamed “crucify him – crucify him”- we choose the murderer Barabbas –“ let Jesus death be on us and our children” (Matthew 27:15-26.) - and so it was - 35 years later that evil became full blown.  And now it is 2000 years latter and we know that the Lords return will come in Gods time – not mans – we are told to live and care and be Gods people. To build houses, work, raise families – to honor God in all our ways.
We are to live life in God’s presence now – today -every second – I know that I fail and I know that Gods’ Presence does not leave me.
There is a new temple – it is already here, being built – “you are the temple of the Holy Spirit” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20.  John Chps 14-17)  and there will be “no temple in heaven.” (Revelations 21:22) remember that when Jesus died the massive curtain that separated the people from God – it was torn from the top to the bottom and there is now direct entry to Gods presence in trust in Jesus. There may be a new temple constructed in Israel but I believe it will be mans doing not Gods. 
“God so loved His creation that He sent is only begotten Son into the world that whoever believes in Him will not perish but will have eternal life!” (John 3:16 and many others) it is Gods love that holds back the closing of this age
 Jesus – the Son of God incarnate - born totally clean, total free will, to choose to be the fullness that God created us all to be, in trust in him and Gods love.
Jesus, born into the same world of violence and hatred AND people - like today, - and people who love and care for others, People who honor God by our choices and lives. People who have freedom of choice in ourselves – not necessarily in our physical situations in this world – or in our heritage but in our selves freedom to choose God – to come into Gods rescue and rehabilitation plan for us and others.
“I will give them a new heart, I will take away their heartof stone and give them a heart of flesh. (Ezekiel 36:26)
Eden is a most beautiful natural environment and there a many decent caring people – not all followers of Jesus – there are also people whose lives are destroyed by drugs, alcohol, abusers of others and witchcraft – all in this wonderful perfect setting. We believers can be troubled by many internal, emotional, physical pains yet we have taken hold of Gods rescue plan. We have Gods Presence in us.
Sorrow, reaching out to Jesus, whose Presence is already with us, (Romans 10:9). This called being born again.     
It is seen so clearly and dramatically in (Luke 15:11-32) the Prodigal son and the welcoming waiting father – the younger son had destroyed his life but when he came to his senses and returned to his fathers house – his father was looking out, daily waiting for him, and ran to meet him and hug him. God our eternal Father hugs us, cleans us inside and gives us righteousness.
Now our lives may have been different to the prodigal’s – maybe like the older son who stayed at home and lived a decent life – yet something was not right in him,  in his motives, in his love. He felt hard done by, jealous, not valued, resentful. What did his earthly father say – “you are always with me – so do not stay out in the dark feeling rejected – come in and celebrate.” (Luke 15:11-32) he also needed to see himself and repent and come into the Fathers love.
Perhaps after “God is love”, the most powerful verse in the bible is “Jesus, the incarnate Son of God, became sin for us that we might become the righteousness – clean, pure, whole – that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”  (2 Corinthians 5:21) and as the father of the prodigal son dressed him in fine cloths and put rings on his – now clean hands and cloths on his body – so the Eternal Father, dresses us in His own righteousness, gives us the gift the presence of His Spirit – our best friend, guide, comforter, will lead you into all truth. ( John Chpts 14-16).
Whether there is a to be a new physical temple built in Jerusalem or not – God knows. We are the new temple – don’t you know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit the Presence of God the eternal Father. (1Corinthaians 6:19-20)
For us who have been individually rescued - How now shall we live?
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