LECTONARY 2025 10 19 THE BRIDE OF CHRIST.
Jeremiah 31:27-34. Psalms 119:97-104. 
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5. Luke 18:1-8.
“I am indifferent to anything but the will of God.”
Jeremiah 31:27-34.
“behold the days are coming, says the Lord, that I will sow the house of Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of man and the seed of beast…   And it shall come to pass, that as I have watched over them to pluck up, to break down, to throw down, to destroy, and to afflict, so I will watch over them to build and to plant, says the Lord.”
Break down and build up.
If we see this as our lives – different stages – where are we now – today? Breaking down – building up? Both at the same time – yes – they are not separate – but intertwined like a many strand rope.
Why does God break down? Surely to build us up – to bring us into the person that He created us to be. God has a future for us – an eternal future.
I feel gratitude for how long-sighted and patient Gods Presence is.
The old testament and us.
These verses are made to the people of Israel – how relevant are they to us?
You may wonder if these – and other ‘before’ Jesus promises apply to us and where we stand in the purposes of God. 
BRIDE OF CHRIST.
Verse 32 God says that He was a husband to the Israelis and in  many places we, Christians are described as the bride of Christ.
Some weeks ago after Ruth and I had talked of these things, I was sitting quietly, head not filled with thoughts – a gentle warmth flowed through my head and the ‘feeling of words’ came – “the church, the people who believe are the ‘Bride of Christ’. We are not the ‘New Israel” – we the church of Jesus are the Bride and all that the Husband, all that Jesus is, is for us – all the promises – the being seated in Christ in the heavenly places, are for us - God has a place for Israel, yes -  in His time - this promise will be fulfilled to Israel – not by their own wars and interpretations of the promises but by God – in His time. 
Read v33. “but this is the covenant that I will make with them “I will put My law in their mind, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God and they shall be My people.”
V32 Tells us the God was a husband to them – the people of Israel. 
We, in Gods love and grace and forgiveness, are the pure Bride of Christ!
“For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.” (2 Corinthians 11:2. And many others – look them up.)
The bride of Christ, this is a deep and intimate personal relationship between Christ and his followers. Which is not fully seen in earthly marriages – yet this is Gods way. 
The bride of Christ – us, you and me – male and female - are called to be pure, faithful, and to honour the bridegroom, Jesus the Christ. This is not an abstract thought – it is a daily reality ffor us followers of Jesus.
The church is also seen as being prepared and adorned for the marriage feast with Christ in heaven.
In 2 Corinthians 11:2, Paul expresses his pastoral concern for the Corinthian believers, saying, "I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. For I promised you to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ." This passage underscores the expectation of purity and faithfulness that the Church, as the Bride, is to maintain in her relationship with Christ. 
In the OT the Israelis – the bride of God continually when after other Gods – more exciting and sexually immoral – like society today. They were not satisfied with God and His standard –God charged them with adultery.
The bride of Christ is to be ADORNED – with Purity and faithfulness. In our living together in the Spirit of God.
Adorned - What are the most precious human ornaments – Jewels that we can wear, no - for the believer  - not wear – can be adorned with the fruit of the Spirit in us – “put on then as Gods chosen ones: .” Colossians 3:12-14.“ 
 love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” (Galatians 5:22-23)
These grow in us as we live them in our lives. These, and the faithful use of the gifts that the Presence of God brings to us for the building up of the body of Christ on this earth, these based in purity and faithfulness are the ornaments of the ‘bride of Christ.’  
I see that the centre piece of the adorning of the bride – the church”           is ‘forgiveness’. Receiving Gods forgiveness in our Lord Jesus and extending forgiveness to others.
The ultimate example of forgiveness is our forgiveness from God – this is shown to us in – “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 
When asked to teach us how to pray the Lord stated “Father forgive us as I forgive others” ………. NO FORGIEVENESS TO OTHERS – FORGIVENESS BY GOD TO THE SAME LEVEL AS WE FORGIVE. Forgiveness never means that what the other person did was in any way OK but we are releasing that person and ourselves from the destructive influence of holding the hurt – God will deal with it for both our good.
Forgiveness – the shining jewel. 
 “Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.”(Revelation 19:7)
“And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.” V8.
?? how are we individually, making ourselves ready ? moment by moment.
Are we growing in trust and grace – love the Lord our God above all else  – others as ourselves.
 How does God rate us – the answer from God is –‘with love - that never gives up.’
Weddings have a best man – we have the Holy Spirit, our companion and guide.
God sending His Holy Presence to enable us and to build the character  of Jesus uniquely in each of us unique people.
What about DIVORCE
Ruth has a saying: if asked ? have you ever considered divorce? 
“Divorce NEVER – murder OFTEN!”
Does God consider divorcing me ???????
God continually charged the Israeli people with adultery -but He will redeem her in His time.
For you and myself:   there is a marriage contract:
37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day.” John 6:37-40
Can I divorce God ???????????Maybe this is for another time.
What is the source of our marriage to Jesus?-
Gods grace, Gods unhindered freedom of choice - His love for us.
Our response: “The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in Him, and I am helped; therefore my heart greatly rejoices, and with my song I will praise Him. (Psalm 28:7).
We individually as part of the church are the bride of Christ.
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