Possibles

Come as you are 

Thank you for giving me the morning
My peace I give unto you  SoF 309 C, E

Have I told you lately that I love you – Van Morrison

I walk by faith
Lift Jesus Higher

Brother, sister let me serve you.
Beauty for Brokenness TiS 690
Readings from

Acts 16:9–15 
A vision prompts Paul to change direction, leading him to Philippi, where he and his companions meet Lydia, a woman of faith and hospitality. They gather by the river, a place of prayer, where Lydia welcomes their gospel message and opens her home to them.

Psalm 67 is a psalm in three parts and a prayer for God’s grace and blessing. It emphasises gratitude, joy, and the fairness of God’s judgment alongside, a call for the entire world to honour God, and connects God’s blessings with the earth’s abundance.

Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5 
An angel shows the writer a vision of a future where God restores all things, bringing eternal peace, light, and life.

John 14:23–29 
Jesus reassures the disciples of his ongoing presence through the Holy Spirit, his peace, and the ultimate purpose of his departure.

Acknowledgement of country
We acknowledge that we worship today on country that was never ceded by the Thua people of the Yuin nation.  We acknowledge and respect their ongoing connection to earth sky and sea.  
CALL TO WORSHIP

A grain of wheat falling – falling upon the ground,  withering, sinking into the earth.
What glory is this? What glory is this?

We gather here looking to Jesus. We gather here holding the mystery of endings, grasping at rumours we’ve heard of surprising glory, and life that bursts forth and reproduces in endless ways.

Those who gather regularly here would know that our services are never the same twice. There are a number of us who take the different roles in turn of speaking, organising music, prayers.

Today is special.  This church service,  is to celebrate the volunteers who come from our church community but also from those who have never set foot inside the walls of the old brick and stone church.  We hope that you are still regard this as your church. 

Come, you people of God, let’s wait on God who is doing new and surprising things! Let’s worship together.
Our first song is Come as you are. Often people think they are never good enough to go to church, or not ready, lacking faith, or holding onto some interpersonal difficulty.  This song drips with acceptance.  God knows that the world is not perfect.  The people who come here regularly soon realise that everyone they meet here is not perfect.
Come as you are 

One thing we could do, acknowledging that we are not perfect is to pray about this.  A long world that means that is ‘confession’.   Also, we can thank God for what we know of his care for us. So let us pray.

Readings – Jim from   Acts 16:9–15 Psalm 67   Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5 John 14:23–29 
Michael’s talk

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Have mercy on us, O God. Pick up your paintbrush; blot out the mess we’ve made of your masterpiece. Forgive us for the wrongs we’ve allowed to become part of our lives. We’re sorry for the ways we’ve sinned against you and against the ways that you have shown us.

But we can be assured 

Our God is generous in love – a God of fresh starts and clean hearts.

God has poured out love into the depths of our being – A love that forgives; a love that breathes holiness into us; a love that brings us home from exile; a love that sets us back on our feet again and puts a salvation song on our lips.

Know this love. Trust in God’s mercy. You are forgiven. 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Blessed is the God who lights the path before us. A path that leads to wholeness; a path that shows us how to travel the ups and downs of life with wisdom, with grace, with hope.  Your words are more precious than gold. Your truth is like a dish served by a world-class chef; more satisfying than anything we’ve eaten before.

God, we savour every story of your saving love; every taste of your mercy, the texture of your faithfulness, the scent of your glory. Blessed be the God who leads us into life.

Amazing God, how great is your love in all the earth.

Like rays of sunshine you pour out your love upon all creation, offering life and sustaining hope for the future.

We give thanks for the growth in our lives as we soak up this love, let it truly begin to work on us, that we might truly believe in the possibility of new life in you.

For the gifts we use in our service to others.  For the gifts of life and love, For the gifts of growth and hope, For the gifts of wisdom and understanding, we give thanks!  Amen.

Many here give regularly to this church through giving of their time or objects but also financially.  Some online ways are listed in the Donate section of our website.  You can also give financially to support the church with cash in the physical piggy bank after the service.  We call it a “retiring offering” and it’s located near the front doors.
Let us pray

OFFERTORY PRAYER

In giving and serving, greater life may emerge. Let’s give from this place of hope.

May our gifts bear fruit that brings glory to God. Amen.

Colours of Day

Readings – Jim from   Acts 16:9–15 Psalm 67   Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5 John 14:23–29 
Paul’s talk – 
We are talking about serving others today because that’s what volunteers do.  I did a very small survey of people who volunteer for the community service that we carry out here at Eden Uniting Church.  Some people pack and deliver hampers, publishing, money stuff, rostering, planning or planting in the garden, stacking shelves, looking after customers or serving food on Thursdays at the pantry, cleaning. Have I left out anyone?  

How does this help the community?
All of the aims of the pantry and garden project.  Helping with food and their budget. Connecting people with each other and service organisations

I can find ways to help people through interaction

A place to meet people who have various needs.

Available and ready during emergencies

A place to volunteer
How does it help me

Meeting people

Getting out in the community

I enjoy people’s company

Satisfaction to contribute to community building

I learn something every day

Reduces loneliness

This month is the pantry’s 6th birthday but also the Garden of Eden Community Project’s 19th. 

Our next song speaks of serving others but also of allowing ourselves to be served.  Life is often likened to a journey, but even more than the it is a joint pilgrimage where, with others, when we act and think humbly, we can be in the place where we learn the most and can serve best. 
Brother, sister let me serve you

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION –Lyn
A Prayer of Appreciation for our Volunteers:

Dear Heavenly Father, we come before You with hearts overflowing with gratitude for the enthusiastic volunteers in our lives. Their contagious energy and unwavering dedication light up the lives of those they serve. We honour their commitment and thank You for their service. Amen
Creator God, we offer prayers, longing for more of your life and your love to break forth into the world We hold our hands together in prayer. We lift up our hands towards you. We hold our hands open before you.

We pray for a world in which there are less fists held in anger and more hands held together by kindness, with trust and affection.
We pray for a world that takes partnership and mutuality seriously; that honours the interconnected reality of our lives.

We hold our hands together in prayer.

We pray that for every hand held open in desperate need there would be hands sharing, hands giving, and hands redistributing. We pray for more hands outstretched, reaching towards others in need, pulling those on the ground back onto their feet.

We hold our hands together in prayer. 
Take us by the hand, loving God. Show us how to share in the ways you are longing to see more of your life and love breaking forth into the world.

We hold our hands out to you, Creator God. Amen.

 To all the volunteers, thank you for making the world a better place through your kindness, compassion, and tireless efforts!

We end our service with a commissioning or sending out.  Please imagine that it is not just me saying this but that you are blessing each other 
May the brilliance of God shine through you in all the details of your life. Go in peace. Amen.
A big thank you and one more song
You shall go out with joy
Please join us for the rest of the day
Option 3: Connections

To create a map of connections 

Materials

· Pencils, pens, markers, crayons

· Paper

Instructions

The reading from Revelation communicates the connection between the stream, the tree, and healing. 

1. Draw a map of connections that you can see. You might draw the connections:

· from the reading

· between people or things in the faith community

· between the readings from The Psalms and Revelation 

· between you and other people

· in your life journey

· any others that you think are important. 

2. If you feel comfortable, you could share your connections map with someone else. 

To provoke thought about the way all things are connected.

Acts 16:9-15
During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 
Psalm 67
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, Selah 
that your way may be known upon earth, your saving power among all nations. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth. Selah 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us. 
May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth revere him. 
Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5 
And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 
John 14:23–29 
Jesus answered him, “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. 
”I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 
You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe. 
Come as you are
Come as you are, that’s how I want you
Come as you are, feel quite at home.
Close to my heart, loved and forgiven;
Come as you are, why stand alone.
No need to fear, love sets no limits.
No need to fear, love never ends.
Don’t run away, shamed and disheartened
Rest in my love, trust me again.

I came to call sinners, not just the virtuous.
I came to bring peace, not to condemn.
Each time you fail to live by my promise
why do you think I’d love you the less?
Come as you are, that’s how I love you
Come as you are, trust me again.
Nothing can change the love that I bear you.
All will be well, just come as you are.
· Words & music by Deidre Browne TIS 693
Lift Jesus Higher
Lift Jesus higher, lift Jesus higher,
lift Him up for the world to see.
He said, ‘if I am lifted up from the earth
I will draw everyone unto Me.’
I will draw everyone, I will draw everyone

I will draw everyone unto Me.

Brother, sister let me serve you

Brother, sister let me serve you

Let me be as Christ to you

Pray that I might have the grace

To let you be my servant too.

 We are pilgrims on a journey

We are pilgrims on the road

We are here to help each other

Walk the mile and bear the load.

I will hold the Christ-light for you

In the night time of your fear

I will hold my hand out to you

Speak the peace you long to hear.`

I will weep when you are weeping

When you laugh I’ll laugh with you

I will share your joy and sorrow

Till we’ve seen this journey through.

When we sing to God in heaven

We shall find such harmony

Born of all we’ve known together

Of Christ’s love and agony.

                                       TIS 650

Colours of day
Colours of day dawn into the mind,

The sun has come up, the night is behind.

Go down in the city, into the street,

And let's give the message to the people we meet.

So light up the fire and let the flame burn,

Open the door, let Jesus return.

Take seeds of His Spirit, let the fruit grow,

Tell the people of Jesus, let His love show.

Go through the park, on into the town;

The sun still shines on, it never goes down.

The light of the world is risen again;

The people of darkness are needing a friend.

Open your eyes, look into the sky,

The darkness has come, the sun came to die.

The evening draws on, the sun disappears, 

But Jesus is living, His Spirit is near.
S McLellan, J Pa, K Ryecroft 

Kingsway’s Makeway Music

CCLI Lic 222909

Come as you are  C  C  x4
Lift Jesus Higher  D  A  1v  then break, x2 with reprise
Brother, sister   Eb    Bb  x5
Colours of Day  D  D  3V

HYMNS 
Jeremiah 31:31–34 
All my hope on God is founded


TiS.560  AHB.465 
How deep the riches of our God


TiS.167  AHB.116 
I, the Lord of sea and sky



TiS.658  ATEverybody.296 
Jesus, lover of my soul



TiS.211  AHB.139 
O for a heart to praise my God


TiS.568  AHB.476 
O Love that will not let me go


TiS.602  AHB.525 
 
Psalm 51:1–12 
Create in us a clean heart, O God


TiS.712 
Lord I come to you




TiS.685 
 
0r Psalm 119:9–16 
Your words to me are life and health


TiS.430  AHB.337 
 
Hebrews 5:5–10 
At the name of Jesus



TiS.231  AHB.170 
Hail, our once-despised Jesus



TiS.373  AHB.295 
Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us


TiS.580  AHB.493 
O love of God, how strong and true


TiS.139  AHB.75 
Your coming, Lord, to earth in Bethlehem

TiS.285  SA.98 
 
John 12:20–33 
A charge to keep I have



TiS.573 AHB.497 
Now the green blade rises



TiS.382 SFGP.100 ATNow.15 
Our God, we know your providence


TiS.169 AHB.118 
This is a day of new beginnings


TiS.653 
Take up your cross, the Saviour said


TiS.583 AHB.496 
When Christ was lifted from the earth


TiS.248 SA.93 
With joy we meditate the grace


TiS.206 AHB.134 
X2
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