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23rd March 2505  Eden      Third Sunday in Lent Year C 
   Isaiah 55: 1-9; Psalm 63:1-8; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9. 
Acknowledgement of Country
As we gather together in this time and place,

let us acknowledge the Thaua people of the Yuin nation
who have gathered here for thousands of years.

We pay our respects to their elders, past and present

who have listened to Country and lived in harmony with the land.

As we come together in our brokenness today,

let us acknowledge the truth of our story in this country.

Let us commit ourselves again to ongoing reconciliation between First and Second Peoples of this land.

  CALL TO WORSHIP: 
   Psalm 63 verses 1-8:
      God, you are my God, I seek you,     my soul thirsts for you, 
    my flesh faints for you, as drought-stricken land wilts where there is no water.
Yet in the sanctuary I looked upon you and saw your power and your glory.
My mouth is full of praise, for your steadfast love is better than life.
I will bless you as long as I live, I will lift up my hands and call on your name.
Day and night I meditate on you, O God, filled to overflowing with joy and praise.
I sing for joy and cling to you, my help and my strength.
O God, you are our God, for you we long.

as a song of praise        Praise to the Lord, the almighty 4V  
Isaiah 55: 1-9

CHILDREN'S TALK – Michael

Guide me o thou great Jehovah  3V

PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
Merciful God, when we compare our lives to the potential we believe you have in mind for us, we realise anew that our thoughts are unfortunately not your thoughts and our ways are sadly very different from your ways. And yet your mercy is so great that you keep giving us another chance to cultivate our identity as people shaped by your thoughts and your ways. Forgive us, O God, when we are tempted to shape our behaviour and our lifestyles by other than the way, the truth and the life of Jesus Christ.
Silent confession

We confess that there are times when we so lower our standards that we fail to take sin and its consequences seriously. 
Forgive us, O God, when we expect others to repent while ignoring the need to repent ourselves. Silent confession

We confess that there are times when we find it more comfortable to adapt to the standards of the world rather than responding to the challenges of true Christian discipleship.
Forgive us, O God, when we use the stress of daily 'busy-ness' as an excuse to turn away from examining what discipleship really means for us personally and as members of this faith community. Silent confession

God you don’t let us be tested beyond our strength, and patiently and graciously provides ways for us to turn our lives around so that we might daily bear the fruits of repentance. 
Merciful and gracious God, strengthen us with your Spirit so that we willingly turn towards you, thinking your thoughts and following your way. Help us to bring forth fruits worthy of our calling as followers of Jesus Christ. This we pray in his name. Amen


ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
The prophet Isaiah calls on the wicked to forsake their ways and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to God who will have mercy on them and abundantly pardon them. (Isaiah 55:7)  And we  believe that -" Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners"  (1 Timothy 1:15)
The good news therefore is this: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
And can it be that I should gain  5V

Notices

OFFERING

OFFERTORY PRAYER: 
We worship you, O God, through these gifts and our lives. May they be used to nourish lives with grace and mercy. May the fruit of your Spirit be evident in all we do and say as followers of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen

GOSPEL: Luke 13:1-9
SERMON – Peter 

INTERCESSION:  Pam
THE LORD'S PRAYER
Shine Jesus Shine  V C V C C 

BENEDICTION
Go into this week brimming over with the grace of God, nourished by the love of Jesus Christ, implanted with the fruit of the Holy Spirit.

Our Response To Disaster: Where Is God?
The Luke passage that I’m going to focus on today is looking at disaster.

Make a list of various phrases you have heard or used to explain tragic events.  
As you look at the list which ones would you choose to use and which ones bother you?
Karma, divine retribution, just desserts, deserved, punishment, fair consequence, good or bad luck brought about by one’s actions, cause and effect

Dividing the world up into good and bad.  
You have probably heard - No news is good news”

Fix the news as a website of optimism, development and good news.  But that’s not today’s topic
In today’s Gospel lesson, we see Jesus taking up two news headlines of his day. As usual with headlines, it was bad news.

Luke 13: 1-9
........Some people came to Jesus and told him that a massacre had occurred in a place of worship. They said that a death squad, sent by Pilate, had butchered a group of Galileans while they were offering sacrifices. Jesus questioned the people about what they thought this meant:
........“Do you think there’s some kind of justice in this? Do you think that because these particular Galileans copped it, they must therefore have been the worst sinners in Galilee? No, they didn’t deserve it any more than anyone else; but all the same, unless you turn your lives around and follow God, you’ll end up just as dead as them.
1/  Do you think that those Galileans whose blood Pilate mixed with their sacrifices were worse sinners than other Galileans?  
Like so many questions Jesus was asked.  He sees it as a trap because it is.  To us it seems like a fair enough question.
These men know that Jesus is a Galilean…and it could be an occasion to draw him out politically. If he would come out in support of his people, then they could accuse him before Pilate and have him executed for sedition.
If he answered with sympathy for the Galileans, then He would contradict the popular Jewish notion that all calamity and disaster was judgment from God. Then they would accuse him of blasphemy.

Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea, an intemperate and arrogant ruler, had his soldiers massacre some Galilean men (probably suspected of espionage) as they were making sacrifices in the temple.  Pilate thought he could get away with it because it was in Galilee, away from the political and religious centre of Israel.  But it was an act of terrorism.  Designed to subdue and intimidate.
Typically, we think of Pilate as having been a wavering, wishy-washy “don’t rock the boat” kind of a man. However, history shows us that he was a bloodthirsty man with such political aspirations that he was despised even by the Romans! 

Josephus the historian speaks of a time when Pilate had his men wiped out a group of Samaritans on their way to worship at their temple on Mt. Gerizim. 

It may be that these Galileans spoken of in our scripture were followers of a rebel named Judas of Galilee 

Judas was a revolutionary against Rome who incited his followers to refuse to pay tribute to Rome. It is entirely possible that this incident was a part of the campaign of terror designed by Pilate to crush this Galilean uprising. 
In yet another instance, Pilate was attempting to build an aqueduct from the Pools of Solomon to Jerusalem. In order to do this, he robbed the Temple Treasury. When a delegation of Jews went up to Pilate to beg for the money to be returned, undercover agents infiltrated the crowd and bludgeoned the protesters at a certain signal.
Pilate, and all of Rome thrived on terrorism and bloodshed as a means of political control in the first century.  I would contend even now. 
Evil men and women have always persecuted others-Terrorism is nothing new. The devil has no new schemes!

Did that mean that those Galileans were worse sinners than other Galileans who stayed at home and minded their own business? Were they were being punished by God?

The Yemeni massacres perpetrated from the air and on the ground against civilian targets.

The systematic massacres designed to terrorise the South Sudanese population – many of the Christian.  Were they any worse than people of other religions in neighbouring countries. 
East Timorese massacred by militia or Indonesian military?  Were these people worse sinners than other Timorese
The Sinjar massacre marked the beginning of the genocide of Yazidis by ISIL, the killing and abduction of thousands of Yazidi men, women and children. It took place in August 2014 in Sinjar city and Sinjar District in Iraq's Nineveh district and was perpetrated by the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) ?
The systematic terrorism from both sides in Southern Israel and the Gaza Strip?  Are any victims worse or more deserving than others?
Jesus gave his verdict:  I tell you, NO!     Jesus’ answer in the face of deliberate evil.  
What about accidents.

........“What about the eighteen people who were crushed to death when the Tower of Siloam collapsed? Do you think that such a disaster proved that they had offended God more than the rest of the population of Jerusalem? If you do, I can tell you you’re wrong; but I can also tell you that unless you get your lives back on track with God, your number will soon be up too.”
........
In our time we have our own ‘natural’ disasters?  We do know that the wealthier a community is the less ‘disastrous’ it is.

2/  Or those eighteen men who were crushed when that tower in Siloam fell, do you think they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem?
You can easily picture this construction accident. Builders’ labourers toiling on the erection of a tower near the pool of Siloam. Budgets were scimped on, one of the 18 had not yet completed his 2 day OH&S induction course, Something goes wrong; the tower collapses and eighteen men die. Were these builders’ labourers scum that deserved to die? Worse sinners than the other residents of Jerusalem?

Examples from recent disaster events.

Is destruction of whole suburbs in LA midwinter punishment because they are more evil than those in the mid-West which had no fires.

Are the people of Lismore, Innisvale, Kiah greater sinners than those in Eden which was spared the worst of the flood, storm or fire impact?
Again, Jesus gives an emphatic verdict: I tell you, NO!
2 EXAMPLES from Jesus are 

· one deliberate inflammatory action by a political terrorist and 

· one that could be regarded as more accidental.  

The old superstition is a lie. The old gods of retribution and reward who lurk in the dark corners of our minds, are false deities. Dismiss the superstition. You have Jesus’ word on it.

Jesus agreed with Job. Happiness or misery could not be simply equated with goodness and badness.

Jesus has more important issues in mind.  It is taking our relationship with God seriously and repenting.  It’s the spiritual perspective which is important.  Jesus says that without repentance we will be just as dead as the massacred ones or those caught in an accident. 

Then He told this parable. – indicating to me that the story of the massacre and the building accident are linked to what follows.  

Then he told a story to illustrate the point:
........“A bloke had a fruit tree planted on his property. One day, after finding that the tree had still not produced any fruit, he ran out of patience with it. He called his gardener and said, ‘I’ve given up on this tree. It’s been here for three years and has produced nothing but leaves. Chop it down! It’s a waste of good soil.’ But the gardener replied, ‘Boss, let’s give it one more year. I’ll loosen up the soil and keep the fertiliser up to it and we’ll see if it gives us a crop next summer. If it does, great; but if there’s still nothing, we’ll take the axe to it then.’”

I make the linkage with the disasters to help me understand that God is working in multiple dimensions. 
His sovereign plan is like a grand mosaic, and we cannot use a magnifying glass to determine what He is doing in the earth.  We must hold off on our judgement of who is worthy or what stage they are at in their journey with God.  
Reading 1

Isaiah 55:1-9
Ho, everyone who thirsts,

   come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
   come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
   without money and without price. 
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
   and your labour for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
   and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3 Incline your ear, and come to me;
   listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
   my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
   a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5 See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
   and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,
   for he has glorified you. 
6 Seek the Lord while he may be found,
   call upon him while he is near; 
7 let the wicked forsake their way,
   and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them,
   and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
   nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
   so are my ways higher than your ways
   and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Reading 2

Luke 13: 1-9

........Some people came to Jesus and told him that a massacre had occurred in a place of worship. They said that a death squad, sent by Pilate, had butchered a group of Galileans while they were offering sacrifices. Jesus questioned the people about what they thought this meant:
........“Do you think there’s some kind of justice in this? Do you think that because these particular Galileans copped it, they must therefore have been the worst sinners in Galilee? No, they didn’t deserve it any more than anyone else; but all the same, unless you turn your lives around and follow God, you’ll end up just as dead as them.
........“What about the eighteen people who were crushed to death when the Tower of Siloam collapsed? Do you think that such a disaster proved that they had offended God more than the rest of the population of Jerusalem? If you do, I can tell you you’re wrong; but I can also tell you that unless you get your lives back on track with God, your number will soon be up too.”
........Then he told a story to illustrate the point:
........“A bloke had a fruit tree planted on his property. One day, after finding that the tree had still not produced any fruit, he ran out of patience with it. He called his gardener and said, ‘I’ve given up on this tree. It’s been here for three years and has produced nothing but leaves. Chop it down! It’s a waste of good soil.’ But the gardener replied, ‘Boss, let’s give it one more year. I’ll loosen up the soil and keep the fertiliser up to it and we’ll see if it gives us a crop next summer. If it does, great; but if there’s still nothing, we’ll take the axe to it then.’”
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