Sunday 2nd March 2025  Transfiguration of Jesus

Exodus 34: 29-35 Psalm 99 2 
Corinthians 3:12 - 4:2  Luke 9: 28-36, (37-43a)

Take - Paul Livingston aka Flacco  
CALL TO WORSHIP:

Welcome everyone. 

We come to invite Gods Presence with us. 

To sing his praises and give thanks for his blessings.

Christ is the mystery of both humanity and divinity.   

Pray

This day may we know we are in the presence of the holiness of God. 
May we gain renewed hope in the light of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour.
May we be reminded that Christ is Lord of all, always has been and always will be.

So, as we gather here today we acknowledge, the original inhabitants of the land, the Yuin people.

With their descendants may we continue to discover ways to live in harmony with each other; all created in the image of God.

May we also respect the lands and waters on which we meet preserving this gift for our children and children’s children.   

Come to us in the mystery of God, Holy Spirit, and surprise us with the wonder of your life and inspiration. Open our eyes to see you in a new way. 
Carry us into the life-giving memories and accounts of your disciples of the past who have known and worshipped you and who can lead us into a more faithful and confident future. Come, Holy Spirit, come. Amen.

2 songs
1  Lord I Lift Your Name on High    G

We will hear of Jesus being lifted up and changed in appearance. We will be challenged to take meaning from scripture into our own lives.
Lord, I lift your name on high,
Lord, I love to sing your praises
I’m so glad you’re in my life,
I’m so glad you came to save us.

2  But we see Jesus made lower and then elevated in glory and honour

Responsive prayer OF CONFESSION:
As I say,  We pray.. if you choose to respond with the words 
Transfigure Us Lord

Lord we confess we often lack determination to glorify you, to change relationships to reflect your Love. Forgive us as we cause discouragement, lack of hope , neglect to  teach or share the truths of Your word and the good news of Jesus. We pray…..

Transfigure Us Lord 

Stir up in us, Loving God, the desire and the determination to glorify you in all our relationships.  We pray….

Transfigure Us Lord 

Transfigure all who worship You, Dispel self-righteousness and arrogance, discouragement and doubt. May we worship in  Spirit and Truth.  We pray, ..

Transfigure Us Lord 

Transfigure the women and men who preach the Gospel. Enlarge their understanding of Your Word and expand their capacity to love and teach. We pray ..

Transfigure Us Lord 

Transfigure the hopes of the down-trodden and dispossessed.    Give a new compassion to the strong and the prosperous We pray… 

Transfigure Us Lord 

. 

Transfigure the values and goals of all leaders. In our churches and in our Nation Inspire them to lead and act justly, to  love mercy, and to walk humbly with you. We pray

Transfigure Us Lord

Transfigure the hopes and expectations of the young. Disperse the empty ambitions with which this society indoctrinates them.   We pray …

Transfigure Us Lord  

  

Transfigure the anguish of those who tremble or weep, suffer or die today. For all those caught in the agony and futility of war. May the message of peace makers heal the wounds of hatred and revenge. We pray 

Transfigure Us Lord

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen!

Transfigure Us Lord 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE:

Our God, in Christ, is indeed near to us, holding us in grace as we look to be transformed by His Spirit. Let us perceive His love within us and about us. For we are forgiven! Thanks be to God. Amen.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING:

We give you thanks, O God, that our lives always hold a grander life than we can imagine. We thank you for all that you create, the beauty of wonder that lies around us in sunrise and sunsets, in storms and peaceful times, mountains and plains and creatures great and small. We thank you for the unexpected, the surprises which await us often bringing new light to dark places. Thanks be to you, O God, for offering us moments of wonder and joy, always found in the presence of Christ. Amen.

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 NIV

Pam Interactive  
DISCIPLESHIP THOUGHT:

We can simply read this Gospel passage and reflect on the experience of the disciples as they saw Jesus in a new light – a holy light. This Christ is not simply the human one but also the presence of someone who lives beyond our humanness and whom we may regard with awe. On the other hand, many of us have had experiences of the presence of God in varying ways – ways which have left us in the same sort of awe as the disciples. Often, we don’t share them with each other, in case people may think we are not telling the truth or that we are somewhat weird. Yet, to own and share an experience like this is to see that we can enter the mystery of Christ, and receive strength.

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty
OFFERTORY SENTENCE:

With grateful hearts, let us bring our offerings to God to enrich the mission of our church and the lives of others.

OFFERTORY
O God, we place our offerings in your hands, trusting that you will guide us in their use We pray that we will be compassionate and just as we offer them into the world. For we long to bear witness to your generosity to us. This we pray in faith. Amen.

Luke 9: 28-36, 
Talk 2-  Peter
Remain seated but sing if you wish

Did you feel The Mountains Tremble 4.33  PPT and MP3

Notices

· World day of prayer.  F 7th 11am at Aboriginal Church
· Morning Tea- Invitation to Annette’s place in Boydtown or by arrangement with friends    Annette’s birthday
· No pantry this week and next.  Hampers Tues and Fridays
· GoECP sub-committee meeting Tues 2:30 chez Skelton
· Faith conversations Wed 5pm in church.  Termite theology
· Presbytery meeting this Saturday. Invitation rsvp.  Catering?
· Men’s breakfast cancelled this month
· Ladies’ meeting?
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION: - Michael (explain intercession)
O God, as part of a world where most of us assume that life is no more than we can see, we pray that you will move us beyond that, so that we learn to act in faith, rather than believing in the limits of ordinary life. Give to us imagination which comes from a sense of your glory, O God. Let us invite in each other a sharing of the way we experience you, O Christ, so that we can broaden our views of who you are, as our companion on the way.

Open our hearts to new understandings, we pray. Call us onto the mountains of life, O God, so that we can see the world in new ways. Lead us down from the heights and onto the plains of human activity with new insights into who we could be and what we can do in your name, we pray. For we hear you calling us on to be people who can change history in your holy name. Amen.
I Want To Walk As A Child Of The Light   

TIS 643  x3 C C 

Or https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QISk0oYYpuk
Invitation to morning tea
COMMISSIONING and BENEDICTION:

Let us go in peace, held firm in the love of Christ and opening our hearts, in unexpected places, to the mystery of moments close to the divine. May the Christ be truly present in ways which challenge us, the creator open up new possibilities before us and the passionate Spirit of God call us on to miracles of full life. This we pray in humble faith. Amen.
HYMNS:

Exodus 34: 29-35

God, you are clothed with light



TiS.193 AHB.423

Holy Father, God of might




TiS.622

Immortal, invisible, God only wise


TiS.143 AHB.80 

Take, take off your shoes




TiS.651

Psalm 99

Lord, your almighty Word




TiS.447 AHB.61

The Lord Jehovah reigns




TiS.117 AHB.37

The Lord reigns; let the peoples tremble

TiS.58

2 Corinthians 3: 12 to 4: 2

Christ is our cornerstone




TiS.433 AHB.344

God, your glory is revealed in your Son


TiS.461 AHB.395

Love divine, all loves excelling



TiS.217 AHB.148

O thou who comest from above



TiS.572 AHB.486
Luke 9: 28-36, (37-43a)

Christ upon the mountain peak



TiS.243 SA.19

Fairest Lord Jesus





TiS.203 AHB.131

How good, Lord, to be here




TiS.234 AHB.390

Jesus, these eyes have never seen


AHB.508

Lord, the light of your love is shining


TiS.675 



AT Everybody.217

O Christ the healer, we have come


TiS.638  

But we all with open face beholding the Lord as in a glass  the Glory of the Lord we are changed
But we see Jesus clothed with glory and honour SIS 83

My glory and the lifter of my head  PS 3:3 SIS47 key of C
The Lord thy God in the midst of Thee is Mighty  (Holy) Zephaniah 3:17 SIS 103 key of C
But We See Jesus Made a Little Lower SIS 83 x2 Eb   (Hebrews 2:9

My Glory And The Lifter Of My Head SIS 47 key of C   (PS 3:3)

`Transfiguration
The 3 synoptic gospels all share this story.  It must be important.  

The important details of all 3 are also in agreement.  

The gospel writers seem keen to share that they know and have experienced who Jesus is.

this is an EPIPHANY STORY – a revealing, an “I get it moment’  
 The transfiguration story in the first three Gospels is an epiphany story. It is a story about the unveiling of God amongst us. It is about seeing the light of God shining in the face of Jesus Christ. 

 

That is why in the Uniting Church, we observe this day on the last Sunday before Lent; at the climax of the Epiphany season.
This is a feeling story.  How could anyone be unchanged in their attitudes after they observe and are part of this experience?
Different congregations and denominations value experience differently.  Just like the Greeks who valued logic and wisdom some congregations think highly of this and others value story, emotion and experience.  Different people are the same.  

Our congregation, at least in church services, has a high literacy level and values understanding and thoughtful responses.  I have been in other churches where experience of incense, bells, chanting – feeling things – are valued.  I have been in churches which think highly of ecstatic utterances with almost equally ecstatic translation.  
A little thought exercise for us all.  
Slide of continuum. Where does a church you have been to or are at lie on the continuum?
Take note of these ideas – you will, in a moment, do a practical exercise
Head is about knowledge and wisdom.  What have we learned about or because of something.  How does our theology, or our understanding of God, inform our understanding of the world?

Real change begins with the heart.  What are the feelings involved?  What fears or desires drive us?  For most of us the heart feelings that motivate us.

Hands – can include feet and hands and all our actions.   This is more than the casserole delivered to the friend who is ill.   It can include turning up, and how we turn up, what clothes we wear, if any.  Our facial expressions, what we say and the timing of it.  Tim and Liz have just driven a friend in need and in hospital in Canberra.  
Of course, all these things meet and none can exist alone.  Hence the overlap in the diagram

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.  Mark 12:30  

Who said this?

28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”
29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”
32 “Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. 33 To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”
34 When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions.
Now we will listen to Paul Livingston (Flacco) and find head, heart and hands in the story  Listen on ABC conversations from about 28 minutes to 32 minutes and listen for head, heart and hands
Back to the passage – it starts with …
Eight days after Jesus said this – this was declaring himself to be the Messiah that the Hebrew people had been waiting for and then that that Messiah must suffer and die.

Transfiguration – must have been an experience that was not easily forgotten.
One clue is that the disciples kept it to themselves.  People fear censure, public derision when the declare something out of the ordinary.  An experience in our lives is 2 friends who have both worked, that is employed, in the para-normal.  - - sensing or seeing things that others can’t.  It may be a presence of someone from the past.  It could be sensing that a violent event like a massacre, slavery or murder have taken place in a particular location.  
These two people are very careful about who they tell about their employment, especially church people, whom they see as most likely to condemn.  
Maybe that is what held Peter, John and James back from speaking about this dramatic experience of witnessing the transfiguration.  

The transfiguration scene has many of the trappings of a vision of the climax of history. The bodies shine, as will the transfigured spiritual bodies of the resurrected (Dan 12; 1 Cor 15).  Jesus has just spoken of the coming of the Son of Man and the kingdom of God (Luke 9:26-27). We are being given a foretaste of that event. In effect it is saying: what the hearts and minds of the visionaries have longed for is being realised in Jesus and will come to full completion in him.

Many of you will have noticed that the passage rings back, full circle, to the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan
“This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.”
As God’s son he is transcending time and space.  Awe and silence would seem more appropriate responses than the apostle, Peter, who wants to build something.  The practical, hands and feet, stuff will come later for Peter.

We may be clumsy, inarticulate, under confident, certainly less than perfect, but like Peter and the gospel writers we feel the same desire to share our experiences and belief that Jesus was and is unique. 
In Him the fullness of the Essence of God was and is present. If we listen to him - read His words, his stories and teachings, if we determine to learn from him really study and remember his principles, and then throw in our lot with him, follow him, and then in that discipleship that follows we all can learn who this Jesus of Nazareth really is. 

· Lord, Saviour, the Messiah, Son of God, King of kings and all the many titles and attributes that are uniquely his.
Exodus 34:29-35

 Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. Afterwards all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; but whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, the Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him.
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2   New International Version

Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to prevent the Israelites from seeing the end of what was passing away. But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate[a] the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
Present Weakness and Resurrection Life
Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 

Psalm 99

The Lord is king; let the peoples tremble!
   He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake! 
The Lord is great in Zion;
   he is exalted over all the peoples. 
Let them praise your great and awesome name.
   Holy is he! 
Mighty King, lover of justice,
   you have established equity;
you have executed justice
   and righteousness in Jacob. 
Extol the Lord our God;
   worship at his footstool.
   Holy is he! 
Moses and Aaron were among his priests,
   Samuel also was among those who called on his name.
   They cried to the Lord, and he answered them. 
He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud;
   they kept his decrees,
   and the statutes that he gave them. 
O Lord our God, you answered them;
   you were a forgiving God to them,
   but an avenger of their wrongdoings. 
Extol the Lord our God,
   and worship at his holy mountain;
   for the Lord our God is holy.
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2  New International Version

Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to prevent the Israelites from seeing the end of what was passing away. But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
Luke 9: 28-36, (37-43a)

 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah’—not knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said, ‘This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!’ When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.
 On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. Just then a man from the crowd shouted, ‘Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is my only child. Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It throws him into convulsions until he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him. I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.’ Jesus answered, ‘You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.’ While he was coming, the demon dashed him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. And all were astounded at the greatness of God.
Interactive

In the heart of Paul's letter to the Corinthians, we find a profound truth that invites us into a deeper understanding of our relationship with God and the transformative power of His glory. 

transform implies a major change in form, nature, or function.

transfigure implies a change that exalts or glorifies. 

metamorphose suggests an abrupt or startling change induced by or as if by a supernatural power.
Second Corinthians 3:18 declares, "But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." This verse encapsulates a beautiful and radical transformation that each believer is invited to experience—one that occurs as we behold the glory of the Lord.
Do you know this man?

Picture:

Have you heard of Karl Sven, Woy tek, Sas Kon ko vitch, Matthew, Krus zel nicki. (Can you image having such a long name   Nick name Karl or today Dr Karl .What is he famous for ?
Dr Karl Krus zel nick, demystifying the workings of ordinary things.We ll lets us see if we can do a Dr Karl, Perhaps Dr Karl could explain the metamorphosis of a butterfly  or a frog  but this passage is this harder to explain?  Activity sheets 

 ‘How is this so?’
How do we unpack/explain how, we are changed into the same image as the Lord, from glory to glory?  

To unpack this verse, in the context of this passage ,  we must first examine the imagery of "beholding as in a glass." In the time of Paul, mirrors were not the polished glass we think of today, but rather polished metal, which provided a distorted reflection. This imagery implies that although our understanding of God's glory may currently be limited and imperfect, there is still an invitation to gaze upon Him. 
The act of beholding means to look intently and thoughtfully. It's an active participation in our relationship with God—an invitation to dwell in His presence and reflect on His nature. It's important to realize that this is not a passive observation. When we choose to behold the glory of the Lord, we are engaging in a deep, intimate communion with Him.

Q 2 Is this something we can achieve on our own?

Paul articulates an incredible promise: as we behold His glory, we are "changed into the same image." This metamorphosis is both a divine work and a personal journey. Herein lies the crux of our transformation: it is NOT something we can achieve on our own. 
It is God’s Spirit that brings about this change. We are reminded that it is "even as by the Spirit of the Lord"—a humbling reminder that our transformation is rooted in the work of the Holy Spirit within us.

Q3 What does from glory unto glory suggest to you?

This transformation is described as moving "from glory to glory." It speaks to a progressive change, a continuous journey of becoming more like Christ—reflecting His character, His love, and His holiness. The glory of God is essentially the weight of His presence and the manifestation of His attributes. To go from glory to glory means to experience deeper levels of His presence and grace in our lives, unfolding in layers that reveal more of who He is. Each encounter with His glory leads us to a new understanding, a fresh revelation, and a deeper level of surrender.
The context of this verse suggests a shift from the old covenant of law, which brought condemnation, to the new covenant of GRACE, which offers life and transformation through Christ. 

This week we participated in a workshop entitled Include Me in Your Dreams, thanks to Michael.  
Q4 What was our starting point…….Struggle 
We chose a number of values to aspire to  yet we all struggle! 

Consider this: in our day-to-day lives, we often find ourselves reflecting the values and attributes of the world around us. The distractions of daily life can lead us to manifest attitudes of frustration, anger, or cynicism.   We disappoint ourselves
However, when we intentionally choose to gaze upon the Lord—through scripture, worship, prayer, and meditation, focussing on common Christian values and virtues —we allow the truth of His nature to infiltrate, to seep into our hearts and minds.  To infuse our being.

Some of the values upon which we pondered are relevant to this process of transformation.

Would you like to suggest some values or virtues that might help us ?  ….Patience …. Trust 
Let us not rush this process. Transformation is often met with challenges; there are layers of our character that may even resist the Holy Spirit's work. As we behold Him, we must cultivate patience within ourselves—trusting that the Spirit is at work, even when the changes are not immediately observable or even uncomfortable. Be confident that as you continue to place your focus on the Lord, you will reflect His glory in increasingly vibrant ways.

In conclusion, 2 Corinthians 3:18 beckons us into a beautiful journey of reflection, transformation, and intimacy with the Lord. As we gather our thoughts and spend time in His presence, let us remember the promise of being changed—molded into His likeness from glory to glory. 

Today, choose to behold Him.
 Allow His Spirit to work in you, unfolding the masterpiece He intends you to be. 
Walk forward in the grace that changes you, comforts you, and fills you with His glory. 
And let us continue to pray that we may witness this transformation in those around us in our community and in the world at large.

The ultimate change, the ultimate conclusion is the time of our death, sad maybe but also our final wonderful destiny in Christ Jesus.  

"When We All Get to Heaven" is a Christian hymn written by Eliza Hewitt in 1898.

Let us then be true and faithful,
trusting, serving every day;
just one glimpse of Him in glory
will the toils of life repay. 

Matt Redman - One Day (When We All Get To Heaven) (Acoustic

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGAdaGbmfFs&list=RDLGAdaGbmfFs&index=1
[Verse 4]
And one day we'll be free, free indeed, Jesus
One day all this struggle will cease
And we will see Your glory revealed
On that day

5 minutes 

Amen
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