26 February, 2023 First Sunday in Lent A
Genesis 2:15–17; 3:1–7, Psalm 32, Romans 5:12–19, Matthew 4:1–11
Freedom and reclaiming the wonderful vocation of our lives begins with TRUSTING IN GOD’S FAITHFULNESS and loving presence.
Acknowledgement of country
CALL TO WORSHIP

Come, let us worship God, let us acknowledge His faithfulness to us, His Love, His Generosity and Loving Presence with us.

Let us worship Our God in Spirit and in Truth. Amen
Great is your faithfulness TIS 154  D^ F  x3
PRAYER Inviting God’s Presence with Us
Come Father, Son and Holy Spirt, Teach and Guide us as we consider the important questions about who we really are and how we’re supposed to live.
May we worship You alone God and be fed by every Word that is Yours Amen.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Jesus told us God is light and doesn't have any darkness in Him. 

If we say we share in life with God but continue living as if we were still in the dark, we live a lie, we do not live by the truth that has been revealed to us.

Forgive us.

 If we live in the light, as God does, we must share in life with each other.

Lord we do not always share such a light filled life. Forgive us.
We fool ourselves when we act and speak as if we have no sin. Forgive us.
When our lives fail to shine forth your Light and Truth Forgive us 

Words of Assurance 

As we confess our sins to God, He can always be trusted to forgive us and take our sins away.
It is the shed blood of his Son Jesus that makes us clean.
God does not lie, it is His nature to make known the Truth
Help us to come back to Your truth, loving God, to reclaim our true identities and discover the purpose You have for our lives.
Know that God accepts you and has forgiven you.

Thanks be to God! Amen.
Amazing grace! 

TiS.129  G  D x4 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING

Dear God, though we court disaster, still you lavish us in grace.
Happy are those who get a fresh start, whose slate is wiped clean!

Merciful God, you are our safe place, our refuge –

You keep us from trouble and surround us with glad cries of deliverance.
We celebrate you, gracious God, and rejoice in your wisdom and guidance.

Let our hearts be happy,
May Your righteousness abound 

Let us be full of Your Joy, Amen.
Reading Matthew 4:1–11 (Jan)    

Michael’s talk  

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

Giving is one small way we embody trust in Creator’s loving care. Let’s allow Jesus to guide us in the way of trust through the offering of our gifts.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

God, take the little we bring and may the gift of these monies and our lives be to Your glory. Amen.

Readings Genesis 2:15–17;   3:1–7,

     (if Jan could stay up the front)
You Are My Hiding Place TiS.754 D minor A (1 flat B) 
 Psalm 32 – Jan
Announcements
Sermon – Pam  

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION – Robyn Thorpe
Earth is a beautiful home for all, 

a world in which there is surely enough for everyone’s need – for both human and non-human life alike.

But our experience of this beautiful home for all can be profoundly transformed by unsettling notions that fuel our dissatisfaction, our anxiety, our greed.
Creator God, help us to believe that it is the meek who are blessed. 

Help us to get our storylines right: It’s not those who aggressively plunder and extract who inherit the earth, but rather the meek – the patient, the gentle, the receptive.

Earth and its abundance are the gifts we all get to share and receive.

Help us to trust that our own flourishing is tied up in learning to walk gently on the land, that our wellbeing is bound up in honouring and respecting interplanetary boundaries and limits.

Guide us into fresh revelations about our interdependence with all living wonders.

Give us wisdom for caring for creation, for protecting animals and vital ecosystems.

We pray especially for these vulnerable living wonders that are on our hearts:

(The people pray)

Soothe our restless hearts, Creator God, 

in a world often grappling for greater power and jostling for recognition.

We pray instead for your kingdom to come (not ours),

for your will to be done (not ours),

for your name to be lifted up (not ours),

because to pray for these things is to know that your homemaking dream for the world includes the affirmation of who we are and the meeting of our needs. 

Guide us home again to the reality of your love and your provision, Creator God. Amen.
When we Walk with the Lord SOF 599 v 1, 3, 5. F^ F
COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

The homemaking God sings a beautiful song that lives and moves inside you.  Listen carefully to the tune.
Learn to move in time. Trust in God’s gift-giving and delight.

And may you find joy in reflecting God’s creative and generous presence into all the world. 
	YOUR GRACE IS ENOUGH 
	Tomlin


 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vpYtYYaTFGQ
Psalm 32  CEV

(A special psalm by David.)

The Joy of Forgiveness

Our Lord, you bless everyone
whose sins you forgive
    and wipe away.
You bless them by saying,
    “You told me your sins,
without trying to hide them,
    and now I forgive you.”

Before I confessed my sins,
my bones felt limp,
    and I groaned all day long.
Night and day your hand
    weighed heavily on me,
and my strength was gone
    as in the summer heat.

So I confessed my sins
    and told them all to you.
I said, “I'll tell the Lord
    each one of my sins.”
Then you forgave me
    and took away my guilt.

We worship you, Lord,
    and we should always pray
whenever we find out
    that we have sinned.
Then we won't be swept away
    by a raging flood.
You are my hiding place!
    You protect me from trouble,
and you put songs in my heart
    because you have saved me.

You said to me,
“I will point out the road
    that you should follow.
I will be your teacher
    and watch over you.
Don't be stupid
    like horses and mules
that must be led with ropes
    to make them obey.”

All kinds of troubles
    will strike the wicked,
but your kindness shields those
    who trust you, Lord.
And so your good people
    should celebrate and shout.
Romans 5:12-19 Contemporary English Version

Adam and Christ
Adam sinned, and that sin brought death into the world. Now everyone has sinned, and so everyone must die. Sin was in the world before the Law came. But no record of sin was kept, because there was no Law. Yet death still had power over all who lived from the time of Adam to the time of Moses. This happened, though not everyone disobeyed a direct command from God, as Adam did.

In some ways Adam is like Christ who came later. But the gift of God's undeserved grace was very different from Adam's sin. That one sin brought death to many others. Yet in an even greater way, Jesus Christ alone brought God's gift of undeserved grace to many people.

There is a lot of difference between Adam's sin and God's gift. That one sin led to punishment. But God's gift made it possible for us to be acceptable to him, even though we have sinned many times. 
Death ruled like a king because Adam had sinned. But that cannot compare with what Jesus Christ has done. God has treated us with undeserved grace, and he has accepted us because of Jesus. And so we will live and rule like kings.

Everyone was going to be punished because Adam sinned. But because of the good thing that Christ has done, God accepts us and gives us the gift of life. Adam disobeyed God and caused many others to be sinners. But Jesus obeyed him and will make many people acceptable to God
Matthew 4:1-11
Contemporary English Version

Jesus and the Devil
And also (Mark 1.12,13; Luke 4.1-13)
The Holy Spirit led Jesus into the desert, so that the devil could test him. After Jesus had gone without eating for 40 days and nights, he was very hungry. Then the devil came to him and said, “If you are God's Son, tell these stones to turn into bread.”
Jesus answered, “The Scriptures say:
‘No one can live only on food.
People need every word that God has spoken.’”
Next, the devil took Jesus into the holy city to the highest part of the temple. The devil said, “If you are God's Son, jump off. The Scriptures say:
‘God will give his angels orders about you.
They will catch you in their arms,
and you won't hurt your feet on the stones.’”
Jesus answered, “The Scriptures also say, ‘Don't try to test the Lord your God!’ ”
Finally, the devil took Jesus up on a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms on earth and their power. The devil said to him, “I will give all this to you, if you will bow down and worship me.”
Jesus answered, “Go away Satan! The Scriptures say:
‘Worship the Lord your God and serve only him.’ ”
Then the devil left Jesus, and angels came to help him.
Genesis 2:15-17
Contemporary English Version

The Lord God put the man in the Garden of Eden to take care of it and to look after it. But the Lord told him, “You may eat fruit from any tree in the garden, except the one that has the power to let you know the difference between right and wrong. If you eat any fruit from that tree, you will die before the day is over!”
Genesis 3:1-7 Contemporary English Version

The First Sin
The snake was sneakier than any of the other wild animals that the Lord God had made. One day it came to the woman and asked, “Did God tell you not to eat fruit from any tree in the garden?”
The woman answered, “God said we could eat fruit from any tree in the garden, except the one in the middle. He told us not to eat fruit from that tree or even to touch it. If we do, we will die.”
“No, you won't!” the snake replied. “God understands what will happen on the day you eat fruit from that tree. You will see what you have done, and you will know the difference between right and wrong, just as God does.”
The woman stared at the fruit. It looked beautiful and tasty. She wanted the wisdom that it would give her, and she ate some of the fruit. Her husband was there with her, so she gave some to him, and he ate it too. At once they saw what they had done, and they realized they were naked. Then they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves.
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