May 29, 2022  That they may be one    Easter 7 C

We are one in the spirit  God forgave my sin SoF 129  TIS 474 Gather us in or    How great is our God 

 National Reconciliation Week for 2022 runs from 27 May to 3 June. 

The theme for 2022 “Be Brave. Make Change.”

·  a challenge to all Australians to be brave and tackle the unfinished business of reconciliation so we can make change for the benefit of all Australians.
Acts 16:16–34   (Psalm 97) variation Psalm 27  Revelation 22:12–14, 16–17, 20–21  John 17:20–26
Rock of Ages before 0900?
CALL TO WORSHIP
Friends, as we gather today, let it be in friendship.

Let us be open to the Spirit’s voice, and receiving the word anew.

Let God reveal to each of us renewed understanding and living hope for the days to come.

We come gladly, to listen, learn and understand even more deeply how great is our God.
We acknowledge the sovereign First Peoples of these lands and waters 
where we meet, the Yuin Nation.
We pay our respects to their elders past and present and to all Aboriginal people who have cared for this place since creation.
Psalm 97:10-11
The Lord loves those who hate evil; he guards the lives of his faithful; he rescues them from the hand of the wicked.
Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart.

We are one in the spirit  SiS  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGD_BFSf90c 

HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD. 3mins 20 secs Approx fade out 
Chris Tomlin - How great is our God lyrics - YouTube 
Psalm 27 - Charmaine
Children’s activity - Michael
PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

Come, Jesus, speak to us today. We long to hear your word again and hold it in our lives.

We long to understand more deeply so that we live more fully.  For you, Jesus, show us a better way to live.

Jesus, we offer ourselves to you again.  We have so much to learn from you through your revelations and deep love.  Come, Jesus, come into our lives.

Amen.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
We are thirsty, Jesus, yet do not drink from the Living Water.  We weary and fall into unkind and selfish ways.  We thirst for renewal.   Refresh us, Spirit of Life.

Your Church is thirsty, Jesus, for a healthy community built on your way of loving.

We are distressed to see divisions amongst Christians over matters that cover your deep love 

with misunderstanding and judgement.  Refresh us, Spirit of Life.

We are neighbours to local churches, Yet we could engage so much more to share the Good News.

Refresh us, Spirit of Life.   Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Come, thirst no longer. Jesus calls us to love God with our hearts, souls, minds, and strength.
And to love our neighbour as we love ourselves.  Unity as the whole people of God is Jesus’ prayer.

Refresh us, Spirit of Life, so we follow Jesus’ prayer.
PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING imagery drawn from the Psalm 97 ( NB psalm 27 read today )
In you, God of all, we see such wonder through the connected web of life.

From ecosystems and huge forests to sea creatures and corals,
across seemingly lifeless deserts where communities of creatures thrive.

The thunder that booms after the lightning flashes and sand that is born as the rocks are worn away.

It is a wonder that water is so strong and that fine particles surround us.

Your world is one living realm to you. May we tread gently upon it. 

Amen.

DISCIPLESHIP THOUGHT 
Jesus’ deepest longing in this significant prayer is ‘that (we) may be one’. It is not a call to sameness, collective thought, or dominance of one denomination. Jesus’ prayer is to the very heart of unity and connection. Everyone and everything belong. When we open ourselves to God’s love, it is deeply embedded in us, strongly connecting us, and entwined in our whole being and living. Jesus revealed the way of living that draws us closer to God in our loving, being, thinking and doing, and so, we grow to love our neighbours. The Christian life is both individual and communal. We alone glimpse Christ. Together, as the whole body of Christ, we gain a richer insight and greater learning, and we grow through the breadth of gifts we each bring. As we draw closer to God, we draw closer to each other. Our spiritual ecumenism enriches ourselves and the whole people of God. Who are we to hinder Jesus’ love and prayer?
OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
Our offerings enable the ministry to be so much more.
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
We offer these to you, Caring God, and ask that you show us how best to support our neighbours. We offer ourselves too, knowing there is need. We seek your guidance so that our church is a welcoming place that expresses your love.
SoF 129  God forgave my sin in Jesus’ name  
Acts 16:16–34 Charmaine
John 17:20–26
A discussion on     ‘that we may be one;

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION -  Ann Andrews 
Jesus, you pray that we may be one.

Today, we pray for our family of God, your people and your Church.

We pray for the local churches in our neighbourhood.
Especially this week the Aboriginal Church for their elders and members, Pastor Ossie and Robin Cruse 
We thank you for the breadth of faith life denominations bring to all your people.
We thank you for local ecumenical connections working together in neighbouring missional work. We give thanks for love expressed through 
Name local ecumenical work

(small groups, Bible studies, prayer groups, friendship groups, men’s sheds, hospitality, food banks, refugee support, op shops, cafés, making clothing and crafts for remote communities) 

We thank you for ecumenical councils, drawing together denominations across the state and nation. In our unity, may we listen and learn and be a voice for justice. 

May our church grow an ecumenical heart and enjoy these events and activities with our Christian family as we live out your prayer, Jesus.

We pray for the leaders of Christian churches, who meet regularly, minister collectively and speak into public spaces on matters of justice, community care and ways of peace, raising a Christian voice in wider society.

Thank you for the ways our Mission outreach centres work collegially.  

We pray for the ministry of the World Council of Churches, where global Christian leaders engage in significant decisions, pray for our churches, and work together to bring about missional care, particularly in poor and war-ridden countries.
We are your people, Jesus, and long to draw together in unity.  Amen.
TiS 474  Gather us in 

COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION 
Jesus prayed that they may be one.   Let us warm to this calling and live out the Great Commandment.
Let God’s love work through us, Jesus’ message speak through us,  and the Spirit energize our hearts  to live out the unity to which we are called.  Go in peace to love richly and share openly,   With all God’s people.
Rock of Ages at end of service?

Psalm 27   Of David.   New International Version

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation—
    whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life—
    of whom shall I be afraid?
2 When the wicked advance against me
    to devour me,
it is my enemies and my foes
    who will stumble and fall.
3 Though an army besiege me,
    my heart will not fear;
though war break out against me,
    even then I will be confident.
4 One thing I ask from the Lord,
    this only do I seek:
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord
    all the days of my life,
to gaze on the beauty of the Lord
    and to seek him in his temple.
5 For in the day of trouble
    he will keep me safe in his dwelling;
he will hide me in the shelter of his sacred tent
    and set me high upon a rock.
6 Then my head will be exalted
    above the enemies who surround me;
at his sacred tent I will sacrifice with shouts of joy;
    I will sing and make music to the Lord.
7 Hear my voice when I call, Lord;
    be merciful to me and answer me.
8 My heart says of you, “Seek his face!”
    Your face, Lord, I will seek.
9 Do not hide your face from me,
    do not turn your servant away in anger;
    you have been my helper.
Do not reject me or forsake me,
    God my Saviour.
10 Though my father and mother forsake me,
    the Lord will receive me.
11 Teach me your way, Lord;
    lead me in a straight path
    because of my oppressors.
12 Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes,
    for false witnesses rise up against me,
    spouting malicious accusations.
13 I remain confident of this:
    I will see the goodness of the Lord
    in the land of the living.
14 Wait for the Lord;
    be strong and take heart
    and wait for the Lord.
Psalm 97
New International Version

Psalm 97
1 The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad;
    let the distant shores rejoice.
2 Clouds and thick darkness surround him;
    righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne.
3 Fire goes before him
    and consumes his foes on every side.
4 His lightning lights up the world;
    the earth sees and trembles.
5 The mountains melt like wax before the Lord,
    before the Lord of all the earth.
6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness,
    and all peoples see his glory.
7 All who worship images are put to shame,
    those who boast in idols—
    worship him, all you gods!
8 Zion hears and rejoices
    and the villages of Judah are glad
    because of your judgments, Lord.
9 For you, Lord, are the Most High over all the earth;
    you are exalted far above all gods.
10 Let those who love the Lord hate evil,
    for he guards the lives of his faithful ones
    and delivers them from the hand of the wicked.
11 Light shines on the righteous
    and joy on the upright in heart.
12 Rejoice in the Lord, you who are righteous,
    and praise his holy name.
Revelation 22:12-14   New International Version

Epilogue: Invitation and Warning
12 “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according to what they have done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.
14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city.

Revelation 22:16
16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.”
Revelation 22:20
20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Acts 16:16-34    New International Version

Paul and Silas in Prison
16 Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a female slave who had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” 18 She kept this up for many days. Finally, Paul became so annoyed that he turned around and said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!” At that moment the spirit left her.
19 When her owners realised that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities.  20 They brought them before the magistrates and said, “These men are Jews, and are throwing our city into an uproar  21 by advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to accept or practice.”
22 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten with rods. 23 After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. 24 When he received these orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose. 27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!”
29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his household were baptised. 34 The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole household.
John 17:20-26    New International Version

Jesus Prays for All Believers
20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in them and yo
u in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.
25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. 26 I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”
A discussion on   ‘that they may be one’
Wicked questions

revealing entangled challenges and possibilities that are not intuitively obvious. They bring to light paradoxical-yet-complementary forces that are constantly influencing behaviours and that are particularly important during change efforts.
Today’s passage comes from the account in John’s gospel of the prayer Jesus prayed with and for his followers at the last supper, the night before his execution. And one of the themes of the prayer – especially prominent in this extract – is a prayer for the unity of all believers.  “I ask that they – not only these here but also those who will later join them – may all be one… As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us … that they may be one, as we are one. I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one.”
the number of combined services has fallen away.
I want a recipe eg kimchi

Now I need the method for my recipe.  Maybe we can use the passages to find out the method for becoming one.
My first wicked question is who or what is becoming one, and with whom or with what?

Are we one when we acknowledge God as the Lord of all.

She followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” 18 She kept this up for many days.
The slave girl with her true statement had to be exorcised for it.  Was the statement rejected or the situation for making the statement?

So is acknowledging God as the Most High – omnipotent, omniscient, a solution to our wicked problem of becoming one.  This acknowledges God reigning over economics, physics, ecology.  But the slave girl has this demon cast out from her.  (causing problems with vested interests and challenging the economic basis of Roman society.

Integrating multiple lenses (ecology, economics, and politics), we can say that God reigns and justice and righteousness have prevailed when right relations exist between beings in the web of life. Ecologically, this means, for humans, finding their proper place in the web of life and allowing other beings equally to thrive and flourish. They can do so, however, only by leaving behind ecocidal thinking and adopting an ecological sensibility that puts human beings in intrinsic interdependence with other beings; this means that the well-being of humanity cannot be isolated from the well-being of the whole ecosystem.
So to repeat the question, “Who or what is becoming one, and with whom or with what?

Is ‘becoming one’, being saved?

29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 
It was the whole household. The whole household:- slaves, servants, children, infants, children, people with intellectual or physical disabilities. 
 Including slaves as part of the whole household .

Does this raise another question, would this inclusion attack the economic basis of that society.   
Would including slaves threaten the living of slave owners? Was this an attack on the very economy? 

"Being saved" might have meant something quite different from the hopeful but harmless assurance of a home in glory land.  Even today, being saved may mean different things to different people, it might imply different life choices for different people. 
During the election campaign from 3 years ago our, Scott Morrison, said

“I don’t mix my religion with politics or my faith with politics, and it’s always been something that has informed how I live my life and how I seek to care for and support others.”
That is an interesting statement, it leads us all to ponder, how far does our faith influence every aspect of our lives and choice making?

Another wicked question – how can being saved change our needs, wants and actions.  How can it inform choices that have been made in the past and now on -   

So,  by keeping his religion confined to the private realm and out of reach of his politics, he can let it inform how he personally seeks to care for and support others, without it threatening to interfere with how his government seeks to refuse care and support to others, to our first nations peoples, to asylum seekers, and to the thousands of people stuck on endless waiting lists for public housing. 

· Aboriginal equal wages

· Women’s equal wage for equal work

· Buying Russian gas

· Digging up and/or burning - Coal, oil and gas

· Being saved may challenge the armaments manufacturers and retailers.  Vested interests – the gun lobby in USA

· Plantation owners around the world employing cheap or free (slave) labour.  That now extends to sporting goods, textiles and clothes, coffee, palm oil, cocoa …

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, 20th century writer
"We always pay dearly for chasing after what is cheap."  Or maybe someone else  pays for what is cheap
Is ‘becoming one’ being baptised and being a member of a church?

Is ‘unity’ joining our church, whatever it may be, or can unity exist in a context of other churches where they mix with heathens, heretics and those who believe weird things?  We are now comfortable with people of many denominational backgrounds coming to churches or even joining churches as members. 
Here’s a picture of the origins and diversity of Christian expression.  Pam and I first saw this in the Museum of Protestantism in Geneva.  All the written and audio commentary was in French. We arrogantly and stingily thought our school French would be sufficient, we would not need the translation and lost a lot of meaning from the visit. Especially, we were invited to observe a ‘table talk’. Her some virtual characters were cast as the great Protestant theologians of the Reformation. We wished we fully understood their heated debate. A few steps further on we again struggled to translate the Christian Family Tree.   It looked something like this. So many branches of the protestant church as it grew and spread . I am not so sure that this is what Jesus meant about He being the vine and us the branches? We certainly had a taste of diversity in the Church. I this what unity looks like?
[image: image1.jpg]THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY TREE*

"I am the Vine, you are the branches" (Jesus in John 15.5)

1907
C.0.G.I.C. 1897

*From an American Perspective
Compiled by The Rev. Nathan L. Bostian in 2014
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Churches obviously come with a culture.  You probably come along to this church for many cultural reasons maybe one could say with cultural baggage.

It is not necessary that Traditions and Ceremonies be in all places one, and utterly like; for at all times they have been divers, and may be changed according to the diversities of countries, times, and men's manners, so that nothing be ordained against God's Word••.
Every particular or national Church hath authority to ordain, change, and abolish ceremonies or rites of the Church ordained only by man's authority, so that all things be done to edifying.
[Article of Religion XXXIV of the Anglican Church 1562.]

I found this quotation interesting as in essence it shows that people have been wrestling with questions of culture and Christianity  for centuries. We know that the early Christian church certainly was challenged to give equal regard to both Jewish and gentile converts. Jews, Greeks , Romans etc all equal in the sight of God and equally imbued with the Holy Spirit.

In this oldy- worldy quotation  we find that in the 16th Century diversity of traditions and rites and practices was still a hot topic and so it has been throughout the centuries.

Sadl,y when churches have been most orthodox and unbending in their views people have been excluded and definitely not given the liberty to express their faith in Christ according to there own manner and custom. Hence the many branches of the protestant church 
In contemporary Australia this is still a matter for table talks just as it was in the reformation times.Out of such conversation the Uniting Church was born in 1977.drawing together the Presbyterian , Methodist and congregational churches. The hope that other Christians would join (the UCA chose to be called “Uniting,” a continuous verb, rather than “United” which is past tense) has not been met. Thankfully although slowly Aboriginal Australians have been finding their rightful place and authority in the church to determine both the expression and future of indigenous Christianity. In the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress 
 Appropriately the consensus is no longer to be Christian especially to be ordained as a Christian leader does one have to conform to our cultural norms. That means that the formal qualifications, the language of expression and the dress, rites and ceremonies of the Aboriginal Church need not look anything like or be a mirror image of the sort of practice and authority seen on the missions of last century. Self determination has arisen out of a different process of first an initiative of the Spirit in revival and conversion, opportunities for education and independent service. 

I am not the one to speak with any authority here but even in my lifetime significant positive  changes have been made . Against the broader background       
We may call this prophetic naming exorcism. Exorcism is an appropriate act, for our current social malady (ecological devastation and social inequality that is breeding violence and hopelessness) is at heart a matter of faith and idolatry (Psalms 97:7). Idols are human creations that have been given the status of eternal securers. This is true of the system of organized greed and inequality. Profit is the god of the religion of the predatory global market--a system of organized greed. The priests or ministers are the economists, the evangelists are the advertisers, the lay people are the consumers, the cathedral is the shopping mall. Competitive spirit is virtue and inefficiency is sin. The only way to salvation is "shop till you drop." And, if Jesus "saves," we want to know where he shops. It appears that the place where most people crucify their intellects is the shopping mall, on the altar of profit and consumerism. Daily we bow and crucify our intellects, saying, "credo quia absurdum est" (I believe because it is absurd).  
Is the church united and we can’t see it?  
My recipe has ingredients could be a muffin recipe and we only see the muffins at the end not the individual ingredients.  Or you may be able to pick out glimpses of a chocolate chip or blueberry but the whole is different from the mix of individual ingredients.

But we can’t explain the church as invisibly united when to the world we see visible disunity.

Baptists and others cling to a baptismal practice that is the right (or orthodox) one.  Many churches look upon their communion or mass rituals as the only correct one and don’t recognise or even allow others, not members of their church tradition, to take part in communion.  
What message does this send to people outside churches, in our own or other nations?  What message does it send to us?

How much is oneness inclusiveness?

Oneness, by definition must imply unity.  Unity is not an extra; it is the essence of what it means to be Christian. The key words like reconciliation, atonement, assume its centrality. 
Reconciliation week.
Oneness in sharing God’s life as love is a broad and inclusive platform upon which many can stand and which can tolerate great diversity. There is no place for hate, prejudice, writing people off. Paradoxically the wickedness of the problem is that this necessarily excludes some people who refuse such inclusiveness. 

Jesus’ final words continue the expression of love.
Pam’s notes
What does reconciliation look like to us?

My reflection is personal- each of you have your own each important 

Not comprehensive but of course an ongoing story for us all 

NZ settled treaty, respect.

I came to Australia early 70’s 

Did a University course - History of Race Relations
1967 indigenous recognition in the census as citizens entitlements.

Shock a mistake, surely

In very inadequate summary a history of protection, assimilation and   growing self-determination?

Not history but contemporary.

Living amongst us stolen generation, intergenerational trauma.

Contemporary for me, for you for all of us.

The church has been integrally involved with indigenous issues since settlement- good bad and indifferent.

Best of intentions but terrible outcomes.

How can we do better?

What is the church doing?

How can we do things better.

Live up to the rhetoric

Anglican statement of 1562.  Link to 1990 thesis by Keith Barrett. 
Part of the Uniting Church - Uniting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Congress. 1984  

What will be the mark of this moment in history how will our mutual history be told?


HYMNS:

Acts 16:16–34

Breathe on me, breath of God


TiS.407  AHB.320

God is my strong salvation



TiS.15  AHB.493

How shall I sing to God



TiS.667

I’ll praise my Maker while I’ve breath

TiS.90  AHB.44

In suffering love the thread of life


TiS.177

Wash, O God, our sons and daughters

TiS.493

We know that Christ is raised


TiS.489

Psalm 97

Lord Jesus, our bright Morning Star


TiS.199

The Lord is king; let earth rejoice


TiS.55

The Lord is king, lift up thy voice


AHB.64

Revelation 22:12–14, 16–17, 20–21

Christ is the world’s true light


TiS.238  AHB.179

Come, let us join our cheerful songs

TiS.204  AHB.133

Crown him with many crowns


TiS.228  AHB.163

Fairest Lord Jesus



TiS.203  AHB.131

Jesus, where’er your people meet


TiS.445  AHB.372

O Day of God, draw near



TiS.616  AHB.547

Where cross the crowded ways of life

TiS.608  AHB.532

John 17:20–26

Christ whose glory fills the skies


TiS.212  AHB.140

Eternal Ruler of the ceaseless round

AHB.513

Filled with the Spirit’s power


TiS.411  AHB.328

Hail the day that sees him rise


TiS.369  AHB.291

Lord Christ, at your first eucharist you prayed
TiS.521  AHB.(443)

O Holy Spirit, by whose breath


AHB.329

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy


TiS.136  AHB.(72)

