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SELECTED READING AND THEME:

Acts 11:1–18 

‘Who was I that I could hinder God?’
Welcome to all ……

We acknowledge and pay respects to the Traditional Custodians, of the lands and waters where we meet today 

We  pay respect to the Yuin people their elders, past, present and emerging.
 We  recognise and honour  their  unique cultural and spiritual relationship with God our Creator  and with these lands upon which we gather.
.
Why are we here today?

  Do we come to listen with open ears?
Do we come to learn with open hearts?
Do we come to ask important questions?
Let us listen, learn and wonder together. 
Let us invite God’s presence with us today
PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

Creator God, your love for us is beyond all boundaries and judgements.

Your perspective is beyond our humble understanding of time and purpose, 
Your creation reflects the continual  cycle of life.
Come to us today, God of all.  Be present as we gather in worship.

Sing in our hearts and open our minds to hearing your word anew. AMEN
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Loving God
Yet, we are not always as loving as we should or could be.

We are so sorry that we listen but do not always act in love.

Jesus, teach us how to love as you love.

We take for granted the love and care of those close to us.

At times, we struggle with patience and compassion.

We often expect more than we are willing to offer.

Jesus, teach us how to love as you love.

With those who are different from us, we struggle with understanding 

as their life and values are so different from our experience.
Jesus, help us to learn to ‘walk in the shoes’ of others.
Jesus, teach us how to love as you love.

Even within the whole body of Christ, there are still differences of opinion, 

different ways of worship and different reading of your word.

Jesus, your disciples came from different backgrounds

and there were diverse crowds who learnt from you.

Teach us how to understand, listen, learn, and love all people.

Jesus, teach us how to love as you love.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Friends, we are all known and loved by God.
Jesus walks with us and the Spirit is  in our hearts to reveal to us the love of God.

Let us allow the word of God to be heard in our hearts in new ways.

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING 
Let our hearts sing a psalm of love with all Creation!

Graham Kendrick Psalm 148 

John 13:33–35 Jan K
We have heard a new commandment pat is now going to explore that short reading with us now.
Children’s Talk: Pat Coates 
Sing A new commandment I give unto You SOF 22  
{     DISCIPLESHIP THOUGHT  
Peter’s explanation of inclusion and acceptance reflects a journey of growing love for others. Jesus’ New Commandment is to ‘Love others as I have loved you’. Peter’s vision reminded him to ‘not make a distinction’ between people who turned to God. The way of Jesus is open to everyone to follow. The Spirit fills the hearts of whoever needs to hear God’s call. Anyone can receive God’s love. ‘The same gift’ given to the apostles and believers who travelled with Peter was also given to others. This was a new revelation of the breadth and depth of God’s people. Humanity finds many ways to express worship and a holy life through different churches and Christian gatherings, many ministries, and missional expressions because God’s world is greater than our understanding. Peter’s growing faith and realization are expressed in a question we may ask ourselves. If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” Acts 11:17 (NRSV)     }
OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
God uses our gifts in ways that we would never even know. Let us give with thanks.
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Generous God, you welcome all to hear your word. 
Jesus, your ministry was shared with all whom you met, wherever you met them.
 Spirit of God, you fill the hearts of all who invite you in beyond culture or language. 
May all the gifts of our hearts, minds and hands, build your church into a welcoming family reflecting your Love. Amen
Acts 11:1-18 Jan K 

Sermon: Rev. Michael Palmer. 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION - Pam
Renewing God, you dwell amongst us, and we are your people.

We pray with the church family across the world, 

For those who are unable to practice and share their faith openly for underground churches in oppressive lands…
For those churches that struggle in the midst of societal breakdown and war, especially the Christian church in Ukraine and in the countries that shelter refugees and asylum seekers…
For church leaders wherever they are , that they may be inspired to seek and speak the truth 
For those believers who struggle in their faith and long for reassurance and renewed strength, 

Lord draw close to those who cry out to you 
prayers for those close to us, family friends and community 
those in ill health, Those that grieve,……….Steve , his Dad.   
God of love, 
we do not wish to hinder your call to others
or block gifts you lay in their hearts.

Wipe away the tears of hurt and pain.

Heal the hearts of those frightened and alone.

For through your loving kindness, 
we glimpse the new heaven and a new earth.
Praise to the Lord the Almighty  SOF 470 verses  1,3,6
COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION
JUDE’S BLESSING  Jude v 24, 25

Now unto Him who is able to keep

Able to keep you from falling

And present you faultless 

Before the presence of His glory

With exceeding joy!

To the only wise God our Saviour

Be glory and majesty

Dominion and power

Both now and forever. Amen
John 13:31-35
New International Version

Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial
31 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once.
33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

Revelation 21:1-6
New International Version

A New Heaven and a New Earth
21 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”
Psalm 148
New International Version

Psalm 148
1 Praise the Lord.
Praise the Lord from the heavens;
    praise him in the heights above.
2 Praise him, all his angels;
    praise him, all his heavenly hosts.
3 Praise him, sun and moon;
    praise him, all you shining stars.
4 Praise him, you highest heavens
    and you waters above the skies.
5 Let them praise the name of the Lord,
    for at his command they were created,
6 and he established them for ever and ever—
    he issued a decree that will never pass away.
7 Praise the Lord from the earth,
    you great sea creatures and all ocean depths,
8 lightning and hail, snow and clouds,
    stormy winds that do his bidding,
9 you mountains and all hills,
    fruit trees and all cedars,
10 wild animals and all cattle,
    small creatures and flying birds,
11 kings of the earth and all nations,
    you princes and all rulers on earth,
12 young men and women,
    old men and children.
13 Let them praise the name of the Lord,
    for his name alone is exalted;
    his splendour is above the earth and the heavens.
14 And he has raised up for his people a horn,
    the praise of all his faithful servants,
    of Israel, the people close to his heart.
Praise the Lord.
Psalm 148 (Praise the Lord from the Heavens)
Praise the Lord from the heavens
Praise him from the skies
Praise the Lord hosts of angels
Sing celestial choirs
Praise him sun and moon
Praise him shining stars
Clouds that ride on the wind
Let everything with life and breath
Praises sing

Praise the Lord earth and oceans
Creatures of the deep
Fire and hail, ice and hurricane
Let the thunder speak
Beasts of forest, field and desert
Every bird in the sky
From least of all to greatest king
Sing for joy

Let them all praise the one Name
Worthy of all praise
Only God, our Creator
From eternal days
All his excellence far outshining
All the worlds he has made
Yet comes to us, delivers us
Give him praise

To the Lord of all creation
Glory and majesty forever
To the Lord of all creation
Glory and majesty forever
Praise the Lord of all creation
Glory and majesty forever.

Graham Kendrick
Copyright © 2004 Make Way Music
www.grahamkendrick.co.uk

Acts 11:1-18
New International Version

Peter Explains His Actions
11 The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him 3 and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.”
4 Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was. 6 I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and birds. 7 Then I heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’
8 “I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’
9 “The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.’ 10 This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven again.
11 “Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house where I was staying. 12 The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. 14 He will bring you a message through which you and all your household will be saved.’
15 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. 16 Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s way?”
18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.”
 A new commandment I give unto You SOF 22  
Praise to the Lord the Almighty  SOF 470 verses  1,3,6
HYMNS:

Acts 11:1–18

All hail the power of Jesus’ name


TiS.224  AHB.159

Filled with the Spirit’s power


TiS.411  AHB.328

For the beauty of the earth



TiS.137  AHB.77

Help us accept each other



TiS.648  SFGP.8

I am the church! You are the church!

TiS.467

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun


TiS.207  AHB.136

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy


TiS.136  AHB.(72)

Psalm 148

Glory to God above!



TiS.94

Stars and planets flung in orbit


TiS.186

The Lord of heaven confess


AHB.12

Revelation 21:1–6

Christ is made the sure foundation


TiS.432  AHB.343

Come, we that love the Lord


AHB.356

In Christ there is no east or west


TiS.459  AHB.391



Lord Jesus, joy of loving hearts


TiS.499  AHB.420

O let the Son of God enfold you


TiS.655


The Saviour’s precious blood


AHB.400

John 13:31–35

Christ, from whom all blessing flow

TiS.440  AHB.364

Come down, O Love divine


TiS.398  AHB.310

Kneels at the feet of his friends


TiS.640  AHB.561

Love divine, all loves excelling


TiS.217  AHB.148

O Love that wilt not let me go


TiS.602  AHB.525

O Master, let me walk with thee


TiS.601  AHB.522

Where there is charity and love


TiS.434  AHB/CS.591
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