February 20, 2022 Epiphany 7C     It’s complex
Look through the passages for social justice issues.  Do you see any solutions?
Genesis 45:3-11, 15

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence.
Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will be no ploughing and reaping. But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.
“So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt. Now hurry back to my father and say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay. You shall live in the region of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all you have. I will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to come. Otherwise you and your household and all who belong to you will become destitute.’
Psalm 37          Of David.
Do not fret because of those who are evil or be envious of those who do wrong; for like the grass they will soon wither, like green plants they will soon die away.
Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture.
Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.
Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will do this:
He will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn, your vindication like the noonday sun.
Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him; do not fret when people succeed in their ways, when they carry out their wicked schemes.
Refrain from anger and turn from wrath; do not fret—it leads only to evil.
For those who are evil will be destroyed, but those who hope in the Lord will inherit the land.
A little while, and the wicked will be no more; though you look for them, they will not be found.
But the meek will inherit the land and enjoy peace and prosperity.
1 Corinthians 15:35-38  New International Version

The Resurrection Body
But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?” How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body.
Luke 6:27-38    New International Version

Love for Enemies
“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do to you.
“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
Judging Others
“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
Tables, cards, pens, paper, 

CALL TO WORSHIP


There are complexities in this journey we call faithful living. Following the counter cultural call of Jesus places, us in some awkward situations as we stand with the poor, seek freedom for those imprisoned, speak of justice and compassion to those in power, and love one another – even our enemies – especially our enemies. We come to worship to learn how to navigate these complexities and support each other in our attempts to get things right.

It’s social justice Sunday today and much of our service will take on these issues.  We’ll probably notice how complex it is.  And the theme for today, quite coincidentally is ‘It’s complex”.
PRAYER OF INVOCATION 


SoF 242   In my life Lord, be glorified
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5bpU3hzMXs 
Reconciliation Prayer © Wontulp Bi-Buya    Indigenous Theology Working Group

Holy Father, God of Love, You are Creator of this Land and of all good things.

We acknowledge the pain and shame of our history, and the suffering of our peoples.

We ask your forgiveness. We thank you for the survival of Indigenous cultures.

Our hope is in you because you gave Your Son Jesus to reconcile the world to you.

We pray for strength and grace to forgive, accept and love one another,

As You love us and forgive and accept us in the sacrifice of Your Son.

Give us the courage to accept the realities of our history so that we may build a better future for our nation.

Teach us to respect all creatures. Teach us to care for our land and waters.

Help us to bring about spiritual and social change to improve the quality of life for all groups in our communities, especially the disadvantaged.

Help young people to find true dignity and self-esteem by Your Spirit.

May Your power and love be the foundations on which we build our families, our communities and our nation, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Great is thy faithfulness   SoF 147
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ErwiBz1QA4o 

What is social Justice?
Justice is the concept of fairness. Social justice is fairness as it manifests in society. That includes fairness in healthcare, employment, housing, and more. Discrimination and social justice are not compatible. Now, social justice applies to all aspects of society, including race and gender, and it is closely tied to human rights. More specifically, what does social justice mean?

While “social justice” as a term sees widespread use these days, it’s not new. A definition from Pachamama Alliance
Social Justice as a concept arose in the early 19th century during the Industrial Revolution and subsequent civil revolutions throughout Europe, which aimed to create more egalitarian societies and remedy capitalistic exploitation of human labour. Because of the stark stratifications between the wealthy and the poor during this time, early social justice advocates focused primarily on capital, property, and the distribution of wealth.

By the mid-20th century, social justice had expanded from being primarily concerned with economics to include other spheres of social life to include the environment, race, gender, and other causes and manifestations of inequality. Concurrently, the measure of social justice expanded from being measured and enacted only by the nation-state (or government) to include a universal human dimension. For example, governments today measure income inequality by only comparing people within the same nation. But social justice can also be applied on a broader scale at the level of humanity as a whole. As the United Nations states: “Slaves, exploited workers and oppressed women are above all victimized human beings whose location matters less than their circumstances.”
Following on from last time I spoke when Jesus made what I called His ‘Nazareth Statement from the Heart.”

Jesus in his talk made effectively a social justice statement

Because He has anointed Me
To preach the gospel to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the broken hearted,
To proclaim liberty to the captives
And recovery of sight to the blind,
To set at liberty those who are oppressed;
19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”
Aspects of social justice

Human rights
The connection between social justice and human rights has strengthened over the years. It has become clear to activists and governments that one can’t exist without the other. When a society is just, it protects and respects everyone’s human rights. This connection is essential since human rights are recognized globally. Various treaties help keep governments accountable.

Access

Being able to access essentials like shelter, food, and education is crucial for a just society. If access is restricted based on factors like gender, race, or class, it leads to suffering for individuals, communities, and society as a whole. Social justice activists work to increase and restore access, giving everyone equal opportunities for a good life.

Participation

Social justice isn’t possible if only some voices are heard. Unfortunately, that’s often what happens and the voices of the marginalised and vulnerable are silenced. Even when society tries to address problems, solutions won’t work if those most affected can’t participate in the process. Participation must be encouraged and rewarded so that everyone – especially those who haven’t had a chance before – can speak.

Equity

Many people believe that “equality” is one of the principles of social justice, but it’s actually “equity.” What’s the difference? Equity takes into account the effects of discrimination and aims for an equal outcome. There’s a graphic that demonstrates this well: three people are trying to see over a fence. One of them is already tall and able to see – they represent the most privileged in society. The other can just barely see and the last person – the most vulnerable in society – can’t see at all. “Equality” gives everyone one box to stand on, even though the tallest person doesn’t need it and it still doesn’t allow the shortest person to see. “Equity” doesn’t give the privileged person any boxes. Instead, the middle person gets one box and the last gets two. Now, everyone is at an equal level.

A bit of a game to start off.  I’ve make some cards with ordinary decisions that people make every day and I simply ask you to put them in order from really very much social justice issues to not at all an issue.  

Children have a picture to discuss – equality and equity (call equity fairness)

We’ll come back to social justice later   Cards are a separate file
PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING


(Based on Psalm 37)

We hold on to the promise that we are loved beyond measure and always held in God’s care. 

God urges us not to fret when we encounter evil,

or be envious of those who seem to gain wealth and acclaim by doing what’s wrong.
They are mortal and will wither and die just as all living things do.
God calls us to trust, to do good

and enjoy the safe haven of God’s company. 

When we walk God’s way, 

God’s light shines on us like the golden light of dawn.

When we come quietly before God and patiently await God’s word we are released from envy, from anger, and all that diminishes us,

and we receive gifts so much more valuable than those gotten through dishonest means - peace and prosperity, joy and hope are ours.

For all this we are grateful. Amen. 

OFFERTORY 


God shows us constant kindness and love, what we give today is a way in which we can respond in kind.
OFFERTORY PRAYER



We let these gifts go where the Spirit sends them, whether they fall on the kind or the wicked, the grateful and ungrateful, let them be agents of goodness and love. Amen.

Read the 4 passages that were chosen for today in the sequence of church readings that we call the lectionary.  In your groups again – find any social justice issues that arise out of these.  We won’t be coming back into the larger group to discuss these and you’ll have about 15 minutes to read and make a list.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION


Ok, God, let’s talk about this loving your enemies thing. Is it one of those all-in commitments – a deal breaker? Or is there some wriggle room here? Because if there’s not, there may be a lot of us who won’t make the muster - this is complex, hard and heavy stuff. There are tonnes of books and papers chronicling how badly we behave towards people we fell animosity toward. Conflict after conflict litters the pages of history as neighbour sets against neighbour, wars have been waged at the merest slight and we know it still happens - war goes on. And then, there are people who do terrible harm, to us, to our children, to our community and to our world. Are you talking about these people when you say love your enemies? Don’t they deserve to pay for what they do? What is it that you are actually wanting us to do? To give in to bullies and tyrants?

 SoF 381 Make me a channel of your peace  Prayer of St Francis of Assissi  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8eorCEMIK4 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

We pray for ourselves as we find our way into forgiveness and reconciliation, into doing to others as we would have them do to us, doing good to those who harm us, giving without expecting anything in return,
blessing those who speak against us, being kind to the wicked and the ungrateful, and choosing mercy over condemnation.

(Hold a time of silence)

We pray for our enemies, 

for those who mistreat us,

for those who harm us,

for those who take without giving in return,

for those who speak ill of us,

for the wicked and the ungrateful, 

for those who condemn us,

not because we can undo the past, 

but because by truth-telling with courage, 
we find our way into the loving heart of God, 

and we can impact the future.
(Hold a time of silence))

Take my life and let it be consecrated Lord, to thee  
SoF 519 tune Nottingham https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gf11rReeWIs 
COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION


Love even your enemies, be kind to those who appear unworthy of your kindness. It’s complex, but as we lean into the compassion of God, we can find our way.
Following on from last time I spoke when Jesus made what I called His ‘Nazareth Statement from the Heart.”

Jesus in his talk made effectively a social justice statement

Because He has anointed Me
To preach the gospel to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the broken hearted,
To proclaim liberty to the captives
And recovery of sight to the blind,
To set at liberty those who are oppressed;
19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”
First Thoughts on Year C Gospel Passages from the Lectionary
Epiphany 7

William Loader

Epiphany 7: 20 February Luke 6:27-38 
Last week we had the opening verses of the great block of teaching which Luke took over from Q and which we find in expanded form in Matthew's Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5-7). This week we have a middle section: 6:27-38. The remainder, 6:39-49, will not appear in the lectionary, probably because preference is given to Matthew's version and so will come next year. Matthew also has his version of what Luke brings in 6:27-38, but has set it within the framework of six so called antitheses ('You have heard it was said, but I say..') (5L21-48). Luke's version is commonly acknowledged as being closer to what Q contained and so closer also to what Jesus was likely to have said. Its challenge is not to be missed.

Notice the way 'Love your enemies' comes both in 6:27 and in 6:35. The effect is to make a unit of 6:27-35 by giving it this common theme. Within it we find, to begin with, two sets of four instructions. 'Love.. do good.. bless.. pray for' and 'give (the other cheek).. don't hold back your tunic.. give (to someone asking).. don't refuse (the thief).' These are extraordinary challenges. 

The first four subvert the principle of hatred. No human being is to be despised, written off, not even those who are the greatest threat and harm to oneself (or to others). There is no room for hate, not because Jesus is leading people into a fantasy that no danger exists. This is 'eyes-open' instruction. People will hate you - don't hate in response.

The next four instructions itemise some of the ways in which enemies express themselves. They counsel not resisting the violations. They should not be understood as encouraging pretence that these things do not matter or the self deceit that these are not violations. While the instructions may be good strategies for survival in certain circumstances, the focus here not self preservation but attitude towards one's enemy. The alternative in each instance is to resist, to fight. 

These are confronting statements which subvert the norms of human behaviour for many. They are open to some dangers. If they are treated as laws, people will lose the flexibility to respond differently in different situations. They function as ways of uncrusting the hardened ways of hatred and revenge. Taken literally they may be the right way to go in many contexts. Some times they will be inappropriate. This will usually be the case when intervention is necessary to prevent harm to a third person. 

These are all couched in terms of danger to oneself. There will also be times when resistance to injustice is the required action, for oneself, for others, even for the perpetrator. These instructions become problematic when people abuse them to avoid making difficult decisions. There are probably some who will be listening to us who have sat on experiences of abuse for years and have helped no one by doing so. They may need to help not to see these as laws. Speaking out about wrongs done to oneself can be just as important as speaking out about wrongs done to others. The nature of these instructions is badly misunderstood when it is made the warrant for a doormat

mentality which asks no questions and swallows everything.

6:31 reiterates the theme of compassion, although much less radically, as it recycles a common maxim of popular ethical teaching of the ancient world. There follow in 6:32-34 three instances of confining goodness to one's friends. What 'grace' or 'credit' (Greek: charis), they ask, is there in such behaviour? So the radical call of 6:27 returns in 6:36: love your enemies. The 'grace' or 'reward' in that is to share the life of God, whose goodness extends to the ungrateful and evil people (enemies!). 

We may baulk at the notion of reward here, but perhaps we should not play games about why we make decisions. We want what is best for us. We are always acting in our interests. The bid being made by Jesus is to persuade us that it is in our interests to merge with God's interest and with others' interests - to live in love and compassion. Any other choice breaks that unity of common life in which there is room for all and cuts someone out. The great deceit is to persuade ourselves that our interests are best served by not loving, which effectively makes everyone who is not our supporter our enemy.

6:36 is saying, God is love, in its own way. 6:37-38 continues the appeal to self interest. It is worth investing in giving, forgiving, not living judgementally, because the reward is abundance of a different kind. In one sense these verses are a threat and can be read as pointing to God as judge, threatening disaster if the instructions are not followed. This could lead us, however, to miss the positive generosity of the passage, which is appealing to people to be abundant, open, caring, self giving, forgiving (ie. not holding themselves back from others or holding things against them). 

Jesus' life is the best exposition of his teaching: self giving love even in utmost adversity generates life for oneself and for others. It is participation in God's life. All this is in the context of good news for the poor (6:20). This kind of God and this kind of life really is good news because it leaves no one out of account.
One of the special emphases of Jesus was that God cares, not just about a distant future, but also about the here and now. Reducing the gospel to a message about how one's soul can get to heaven loses so much of what were Jesus' concerns. They were not limited to the future destiny of individual souls, but embraced renewal and restoration already in the present, alongside a vision of good news for the poor, most often depicted as a great feast where even the despised and the disreputable could find a place. He spoke of hope as the coming of God's reign, the kingdom of God, fundamentally a communal concept where people would live in peace with one another and with God. His vision survives in truncated form - and often lost - in the celebration of the eucharist: an engagement in that vision in the present through the gift of God's grace which Jesus brought and brings.

DISCIPLESHIP THOUGHT


The Irish poet and theologian Pádraig Ó Tuama worked in conflict resolution in Northern Ireland. He writes of a mediation between two villages situated two miles apart, one that identified as British and the other as Irish, that was set up to address the suspicion that had grown between them after a summer of violence. 

They had no interest - or ability - in undoing the past. What they were interested in doing was inhabiting the present with kindness, humour, truth-telling, and courage. 

Jesus’ teaching to love your enemies is confronting stuff, we are told that God ‘is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked’ or as German theologian Martin Niemoeller wrote, ‘God is not the enemy of my enemies. He is not even the enemy of his enemies.’ What are the skills and gifts we need to ‘do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return’ in a society that appears to promote division, suspicion and hostility over goodwill and reconciliation?

HYMNS:
Genesis 45: 3-11, 15

All my hope on God is founded


TiS.560  AHB.465

God moves in a mysterious way

TiS.126  AHB.54

Great is your faithfulness



TiS.154

Kneels at the feet of his friends


TiS.640  AHB.561

Now thank we all our God


TiS.106  AHB.14

This is a day of new beginnings


TiS.653

Psalm 37: 1-11, 39-40

Praise to the Holiest in the height

TiS.141  AHB.79

Put all your trust in God



TiS.555  AHB.464

1 Corinthians 15: 35-38, 42-50

Christ is alive, with joy we sing


TiS.393

Hail the day that sees him rise


TiS.369  AHB.291

Man more than man, completely fulfilled
TiS.355  AHB.274

Now is eternal life




TiS.385  AHB.305

Now the green blade rises


TiS.382  SFGP.100

Luke 6: 27-38

Forgive our sins as we forgive


TiS.365  AHB.282

God! When human bonds are broken

TiS.683

Help us accept each other



TiS.648

Make me a channel of your peace

TiS.607  SA.66

O God of every nation



TiS.621

This is my will, my one command

TiS.641  AHB.401
Together we Celebrate will have some other songs not listed above.  We are still limited to Songs of Fellowship if people are going to sing

https://togethertocelebrate.com.au/20-february-2022-epiphnay-7c/
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