Sunday 26 September, 2021 P18B   Live in Friendship and Peace With One Another

Esther 7:1-6   Psalm 124    James 5:13-20    Mark 9:38-50 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Friends, we gather as God’s people.  Let us celebrate the joy of family and the presence of God’s Spirit amongst us.
In the presence of God’s people, Let us praise your name, O God of all!

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

Jesus, you are close to us all today, as we gather together, we want to hear your words and to know how best to live out your teachings.

Please fill our hearts with a growing love for You,  Your people for all those who know you and those who are yet to know and love you. Bring us to new understanding of your teachings, help us to listen and learn and to lead.

We try to commit our lives to Your ways, for you are our God and we belong to You. We Praise You our Loving God for your faithfulness to us.
Reading – Barry – Mark 9:38-50
Children’s Talk - Petra
Song - Whenever God Shines His Light

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Dear Heavenly Father we are sorry for our actions, those that move us away from Your path. We let so many things get in the way of obedience and desire to serve You. Emotions control our responses, shyness and embarrassment, anger and frustration. These feelings  overwhelm  appropriate replies to the questions others have about You.

We are so sorry we let our fears get in the way of  your Way.

We say things without careful thought, 

We are so sorry that we speak without love in our words.
We lash out with actions that are not helpful, sometimes aggressive and unfeeling.
We are so sorry that kindness is too often forgotten.
Forgive our ways those that dishonor You and the depth of fait we want to demonstrate .

Bring us back to the path of Jesus, so that we walk together in love.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

God calls to you and is always present.  The Spirit dwells within to guide and console you.
Jesus is Your companion, your friend you on your life  journey. So let us the people God loves, hold up  your heads and see the Way of faith ahead . Let us travel together in friendship and in genuine regard for each other. 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING
With praise and thank you our, Loving God, we welcome this opportunity to be together again. We learn how to better live in Your way through friendship and by coming together to worship. You have created each one of us. And together we have become servants part of the active body of Christ in our community. Thank you for the gifts that each one is to the other. Thank you for the delights of all your creation. May we value all these gifts that feed  our understanding of you. All the special beauty and intricacies of creation that fills us with awe and faith.
Your Peace and Your Grace both  renew us l every day. Our praise and thanks to you!

DISCIPLESHIP THOUGHT 
Jesus uses not literal, but metaphorical tools of rhetoric of the day. He calls the listener to reflect on values and behaviours integrated with their life that cause them to lose God’s Way or tempt them to behave inappropriately. Disconnect from friends who may be as close as your ‘right hand’, or from familiar patterns of behaviour ‘in which you walk’ each day if they turn you from God’s truth. Remove un-Christlike values through which you ‘see’ the world’ (e.g. racism, prejudice, sexism, hierarchy, xenophobia) as they do not allow you to ‘see’ the world in the Way of Christ. Importantly, it is very serious if anything you do takes ‘little ones’, ‘the least’ of society, or new believers away from faith. Salt was more precious than gold in ancient times. Like water, it was a natural resource and essential for survival, in healing, sterilising, preserving, sanitation. Jesus compared salt to the values found in the relationship we have as God’s family, with all its highs and lows. Nourish the ‘salt’ of friendship and live in peace together.
OFFERTORY 
Let us be generous with our gifts both monetary gifts which most of give by direct debit but also the precious gifts of time and talents. May all help to  build up the community, the body  of Christ.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of gracious love, may we as your church, use these gifts to build up the community in which we worship, so that we can be the salt of love to all whom we meet. In your name, we live and pray. 
Reading – Barry – James 5:13-20    
Talk 2 - Peter
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION - Michael
Creator and Sustainer, we bring before you our concerns for the Church.
We are thankful that we can worship together in our country.
Today, as we celebrate our friendship and the family of God, We remember the Christian communities who are unable to worship regularly. Community prayer for those whom you know or hold close to your heart.

We recall those who are unable to meet due to the political constraints of their society. 
Community prayer for those whom you know or hold close to your heart.

We recall our Churches who are unable to maintain their buildings. 

While strong at heart, they may need to change where and how they gather.

Community prayer for those whom you know or hold close to your heart.

We pray for the denominations, and all the various gifts they bring to the whole Christian community. Grow in us the honesty to let go of all that is not needed in our Church practices and see what we can adopt to participate fully today. May we grow to be one family in Christ, who genuinely seek to understand each other more.
Song – Have I told you lately

COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

God calls each of us, and calls all of us. We are all God’s people, and each bring our gifts to the other. As Christians together, let us pilgrimage with Jesus, listen to the voice of God’s Spirit and delight in the Creation that greets us each day.

Through our loving God, let us live in peace with one another.

Esther 7:1-6   

So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your favour, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me—that is my petition—and the lives of my people—that is my request. For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the king.” Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do this?” Esther said, “A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen.
Psalm 124    

If it had not been the Lord who was on our side—let Israel now say— 

if it had not been the Lord who was on our side, when our enemies attacked us, 

then they would have swallowed us up alive, when their anger was kindled against us; 

then the flood would have swept us away, the torrent would have gone over us; 

then over us would have gone the raging waters. 

Blessed be the Lord, who has not given us as prey to their teeth. 

We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowlers; the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

Mark 9:38-50
John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 

“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 

James 5:13-20    

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.
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