February 21, 2021 In the Wilderness
Lent 1B

Genesis 9:8-17         Psalm 25:1-10 1 Peter 3:18-22 Mark 1:9-15

CALL TO WORSHIP

It is God who calls us together, you and me,
Forms us into a community,  Even in the difficult places of life, Christ comes,

He offers us healing and wholeness in the midst of our pain.

Today as we come to worship; we acknowledge the presence of the Holy Spirit

Who helps us open our hearts to our God of Love.

We are together one living body 

We are together for God’s purpose

Let us al worship our God in spirit and in truth!
John 4:23
Jesus words to the Samaritan woman, ’But a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for the Father is seeking such as these to worship Him.’
Out theme today is, In the Wilderness.
The take home message we want to present today is this,

 In every wilderness experience, God is present, if we are listening to God he speaks through His Spirit and to those who have faith, salvation comes”

Today, we look forward to  combining  our ideas, our thoughts and inspirations as to what it might mean to experience individually and as a community being in a wilderness, both physical and spiritual and finding in the midst the Grace of God. 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION

We pray to our Living God, 
As we contemplate what it might means to be in a wilderness place. Be with us in our thoughts and understandings.  If we find ourselves spiritually thirsty, lost and lonely, please satisfy us in the name of Jesus our wilderness guide  Amen.
 Beginning to get a sense of this wilderness guide
Read some of the words from Rescuer from PPT, then play MP4

Rescuer 
He's our rescuer Rend Collective  Play MP4     stand for this

You are not alone.  Our deliverer, our rescuer.

He's our rescuer
We are free from sin forevermore
Oh how sweet the sound
Oh how grace abounds
We will praise the Lord our rescuer 


There is good news for the captive
Good news for the shamed
There is good news for the one who walked away
There is good news for the doubter
The one religion failed
For the Good Lord has come to seek and save 

He is beauty for the blind man
Riches for the poor
He is friendship for the one the world ignores
He is pasture for the weary
Rest for those who strive
Oh, the Good Lord is the way, the truth, the life
Yes the Good Lord is the way, the truth, the life 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

We call out to you for mercy, forgiveness and compassion in the wildernesses of our lives – 

Too often what we retry to escape,  We would rather not face the wilderness and learn from our mistakes or our frailty,  We try to  run away from our problems, our emptiness instead of inviting you in. 

Help us to seek true mercy:  the compassion and kindness  which is present in the midst of suffering  and not in spite of it.

Help us also to offer this mercy  to those around us.  Those who would seek love  which is unafraid and all encompassing.

We know that true mercy is found when we are honest.

And so we come to you now, trusting in your love  as we declare our own faults, pain, and mistrust.

(time of silence)

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Make me to know your ways, O Lord;    teach me your paths.  Hear these words of assurance:  God indeed delights in mercy.  God indeed offers the path of love for all to follow.

Know yourselves loved and forgiven.   Thanks be to God!
Mark 1:9-15 -  Ruth
DISCIPLESHIP THOUGHT

In the Bible, the wilderness is often the place of danger, uncertainty, and loneliness. A journey through the wilderness can leave us feeling adrift and unsure, but we can also find strength in places of isolation. This past year has been a wilderness experience for many people in our communities. We have been cut off from one another in so many ways, yet there have also been bright moments of connection and a clarity of what is truly important. 
Perhaps this is also the journey Jesus takes in the wilderness. Mark describes the movement from baptism, to wilderness, to ministry in a deliberately quick paced fashion. He doesn’t dwell on these scenes, but they certainly inform one another. As Jesus emerges from the wilderness, he appears to have a clarity about what his baptism will mean and he declares the Good News of the Kingdom of God.
Interactive/ children’s talk – Michael 
O Love That Will Not Let Me Go      4.17 mins or just last two verses starting 1:45 and finish 3:15
George Matheson had a story of personal trial.  Blind at 18 and helped by his sister in his theological studies  she learned 3 languages to help him with this theological studies.  Took him 5 minutes to write this 5 minute hymn.  Less like writing and more like obeying the spirit of God.  
Meditation  And Thanksgiving during the Hymn
Loving God, to you we lift up our hearts and souls.

Your love is so complete 

that we are awestruck and speechless.

Yet even without words,

in the presence of such a mystery

we are moved to thanksgiving.

You sustain and uphold the whole creation,

both its creator and redeemer,

the one whose love makes all things new,

who steadfast presence is everywhere.

Today we rest in the assurance of your faithful love,

ready to be made new,

as we walk in your ways.

In the name of Christ, who showed us the way.

Amen.

Oh joy that seekest me through pain
I cannot close my heart to thee
I trace the rainbow through the rain
And feel the promise is not vain
That morn shall tearless be 
Oh cross that liftest up my head
I dare not ask to fly from thee
I lay in dust's life's glory dead
And from the ground there blossoms red
Life that shall endless be

Genesis 9:8-17 CEV - Ruth

So what was the rainbow?  The promise..... the hymn writers comfort.
The account of Noah’s ark and the mammoth flood recorded here in Genesis goes back thousands of years, yet it is still told today and reflected upon. This account reveals something of the nature of God, of human faith and action, of God’s salvation and promise. To reconsider the purpose of today’s message, how was Noah alone, how did God reveal himself and speak to him and how was his faith and salvation achieved?

Psalm 25:1-10  CEV -  Ruth

We jump forward many generations to the time of David.

Again his wilderness experiences were n his early years literally being alone......... with his father’s flocks and......... his music and his thoughts of God and faith in the face of real tangible dangers like wild animals.  Examples his life story posed many subsequent dangers and threats to his life

Look at on PPT

In today’s psalm he appeals to the mercy of God, let us pull out the ‘me’ bits, and his statements of faith.

Prayer of Thanksgivng based on the You verses from the psalm....

1 Peter 3:18-22 NRSV – Ruth

	Unto Thee O Lord
	104

	Unto thee O Lord do I lift up my soul
Lyrics & tune: Charles Monroe © Charles Monroe, 1973
Key: F
Time signature: 4/4
Based on: Psalm 25: 1,2,4
	


Sermon  - Pam  based on Genesis and Psalm 
OFFERTORY 

Our offering is a response to our journey on the paths of God.  May what we give here bring love and faithfulness.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Loving God, take what we offer and the fullness of our lives that your will and way is made plain in the world. Amen.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION - Allan
Gracious God, trusting in your love and care,

we bring before you the concerns of our hearts and minds this day.

We pray for our world:   for honesty in politics   compassion in communities

  healing for those who are suffering   and hope for those who are oppressed.
For the persecuted church.
We pray for our nation: 

  for Indigenous peoples

  for farmers and industry

  for those who are homeless

  for people who feel lost.

We pray for our community:

  for the sick and the dying

  for those seeking new work

  for children and parents.

In all things, O God, move us to be your hands and feet in the world  that our lives and our prayers dance together and are one.  Through Christ we pray, Amen.

COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

We are a people always on the way, always moving along God’s paths of loving kindness and hope.  Go, knowing that you are surrounded by the love of God, the peace of Christ, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.   Amen.
I have decided to follow Jesus

The true story of the song, "I Have Decided To Follow Jesus." Powerful message about the persecuted church and encouragement to live outlives "out loud" for Christ no matter what

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UoVvkp1kJuA
"Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family.” Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plough and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”" Luke 9:61-62 NIV
HYMNS

Genesis 9: 8-17

All my hope on God is founded


TiS.560  AHB.465

Father, we adore you



TiS.716  SA.35

God gives us a future



TiS.687

God is the refuge of his saints



TiS.120  AHB.45

God who stretched the spangled heavens

TiS.163  AHB.112

O Love that wilt not let me go


TiS.602  AHB.525

Psalm 25: 1-10

O Lord Jesus,




TiS.253  SA.70

O Lord, make me know your ways


TiS.14

1 Peter 3: 18-22

Amazing grace (how sweet the sound)


TiS.129  AHB.56

Father in heaven, grant to your children


TiS.465  AHB.399

Hail our once-despised Jesus



TiS.373  AHB.295

O dearest Jesus, why aren’t you acquitted

TiS.337  AHB.(254)

We know that Christ is raised



TiS.489

Mark 1: 9-15

A man there lived in Galilee



TiS.235  AHB.176

Forty days and forty nights



TiS.591  AHB.506

Loving Spirit, loving Spirit



TiS.417

O changeless Christ, for ever new


TiS.254  SA.66

O let the Son of God enfold you


TiS.655  P&W.477

What a friend we have in Jesus


TiS.590  AHB.154

When he was baptized in Jordan


TiS.252  SA.91
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Mark 1:9-15           Contemporary English Version

The Baptism of Jesus
About that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee, and John baptized him in the Jordan River. As soon as Jesus came out of the water, he saw the sky open and the Holy Spirit coming down to him like a dove. A voice from heaven said, “You are my own dear Son, and I am pleased with you.”
Jesus and Satan
Right away God’s Spirit made Jesus go into the desert. He stayed there for forty days while Satan tested him. Jesus was with the wild animals, but angels took care of him.
Jesus Begins His Work
After John was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee and told the good news that comes from God.[a] He said, “The time has come! God’s kingdom will soon be here.[b] Turn back to God and believe the good news!”
Genesis 9:8-17
Contemporary English Version

Again, God said to Noah and his sons:
I am going to make a solemn promise to you and to everyone who will live after you. This includes the birds and the animals that came out of the boat. I promise every living creature that the earth and those living on it will never again be destroyed by a flood.
The rainbow that I have put in the sky will be my sign to you and to every living creature on earth. It will remind you that I will keep this promise forever. When I send clouds over the earth, and a rainbow appears in the sky, I will remember my promise to you and to all other living creatures. Never again will I let floodwaters destroy all life. When I see the rainbow in the sky, I will always remember the promise that I have made to every living creature. The rainbow will be the sign of that solemn promise.
Psalm 25:1-10    Contemporary English Version

(By David.)  A Prayer for Guidance and Help
I offer you my heart, Lord God, and I trust you.
    Don’t make me ashamed or let enemies defeat me.
Don’t disappoint any of your worshipers, but disappoint all  deceitful liars.
Show me your paths and teach me to follow; guide me by your truth  and instruct me.
You keep me safe, and I always trust you.
Please, Lord, remember, you have always been patient and kind.
Forget each wrong I did when I was young.
    Show how truly kind you are and remember me.
You are honest and merciful, and you teach sinners how to follow your path.
You lead humble people to do what is right and to stay on your path.
In everything you do,  you are kind and faithful  to everyone who keeps  our agreement with you.
1 Peter 3.18-22 New Revised Standard Version 
For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 

in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight people, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.
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