22 November, 2020 The one who is God incarnate Reign of Christ A

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24  Psalm 100  Ephesians 1:15-23  Matthew 25:31-46
Our introductory music is straight from a translation of the Hebrew Psalm 100.  

We have sung this next chorus many times. I could have chosen “All people that on earth do dwell” or many other hymns based on this psalm

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord (but do it silently) 
CALL TO WORSHIP

This day we celebrate the reign of Christ.  Here we lay ourselves before him, to rededicate our lives to the one who is the core of our existence.

Let us worship the one in whom we live and breathe and have our being.

PRAYER 

Lord Jesus Christ, whom we know as living Word, creator, redeemer and bringer of life, may we be lost in your Spirit as we seek to honour you with our praise, adoration, worship and thanksgiving. Amen.

Leone’s talk
Song: We’re the sheep and Jesus is the good shepherd 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious God, in the chaos of our busy lives we confess that we too easily crowd out  the whispering presence of your Spirit and lose sight of the incredible gifts you have given us.

We are distracted by our daily routine and seek solace in trivial distractions. Instead of acknowledging you as the lord of life, seeking to discern your will for us and your world, we follow unhelpful voices and patterns of behaviour. Forgive us that, even though we know greater truth, we fail to obey your commandments.

May your forgiveness lead to transformation, that your way may be our way. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

In Christ we find true forgiveness. Through confession and repentance eternal and abundant life is given. In the name of the Christ, I declare: our sins are forgiven.

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING

All loving God, we know you as creator, redeemer and sustainer. Receive our praise and thanksgiving for all that you are. 

By your Word, the cosmos was brought into being. By your Word, the law was given and community established. 

By your Word the prophets called forth justice.

By your Word you became one of us and wrought salvation in love.

By your Word we encounter the leading of your Spirit.

By your Word, we have hope for every future.

You, Jesus Christ, are the living Word. All glory be yours forever. Amen.
DISCIPLESHIP THOUGHT

Reading the New Testament, we get something of a glimpse of the ways in which the first Christians tried to grasp the fullness of the person and work of Jesus. John calls him the Word of God. Peter names him Messiah, the Christ. Paul calls him Lord and the first-born of the new creation, while the Book of Revelation exalts him as the lamb upon the throne. Son of man, Son of God, Rabbi and Emanuel (God with us) are some of the other titles we encounter. The majesty and significance of all these names led the early church to establish the doctrine of the Trinity to affirm that we have encountered the fullness of God in Christ. Whatever we make of all this, what really matters is how we allow this one whom we worship on Christ the King Sunday to come and be rightly the head of the Body of Christ and lord of our lives. We can never fathom the depths of Christ’s nature and being but we can live in obedience to his guidance and will. It is in that relationship that we dwell in abundant life.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

Let us respond to as disciples Christ, in the making of our offering.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Receive the gifts we bring, we pray. They are tokens of our love for you and our desire to serve you alone. Amen.

Matthew 25:31-46 - Robyn
Peter’s talk

Beauty for brokenness 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION - Michael
King of Kings and Lord of all, you dwelt amongst us to show us the fullness of your love and to bring wholeness and salvation for all.

Hear us as we open our hearts in prayer this day. We pray for the salvation of our world, that your created order might be restored, that every person might have clean, clear water to drink, food to eat and freedom to fulfil your vision for their lives.

Silent prayer

We pray for those known to us who seek your blessing: a healing touch, a word of hope,

light in the midst of despair and empowerment to face the challenges of the day.

Silent prayer

And we pray for ourselves and your church. May we live lives that bring you honour. May our faith be strong and our service just and true. May we always be open to your will and way. Amen.

COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

Christ is God incarnate, the Lord of creation and gift of salvation. As we have been immersed in his Spirit, so do we go from this place to serve in his name.

May we serve without question, indeed as in Psalm 100, with gladness, through the love of God. May we live justly through the teachings of Jesus, the Word made flesh. May we exercise the gifts of the Holy Spirit to extend Christ’s reign in every place.

Amen.
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord

Matthew 25:31-46  New International Version

The Sheep and the Goats
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’
“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’
“He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’
“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”
Psalm 100
A psalm. For giving grateful praise.
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.
    Worship the Lord with gladness;
    come before him with joyful songs.
Know that the Lord is God.
    It is he who made us, and not we ourselves
    we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving
    and his courts with praise;
    give thanks to him and praise his name.
For the Lord is good and his love endures forever;
    his faithfulness continues through all generations.
Ezekiel 34:11-16
New International Version

“‘For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them. As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. I will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign Lord. I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.
V 20-24
 “‘Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says to them: See, I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you shove with flank and shoulder, butting all the weak sheep with your horns until you have driven them away, I will save my flock, and they will no longer be plundered. I will judge between one sheep and another. I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will tend them and be their shepherd. I the Lord will be their God, and my servant David will be prince among them. I the Lord have spoken.
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