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Judges 4:1-7  Psalm 123  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  Matthew 25:14-30  Return on investment
Opening song  Take My Life and Let it Be – Vineyard  version
We acknowledge the sovereign First Peoples of these lands and waters where we meet, the Yuin Nation.  We pay our respects to their elders past and present and to all Aboriginal people who have cared for this place since creation.
CALL TO WORSHIP

People of God, what shall we offer this day for all God’s goodness? Let us offer the love of our hearts, the service of our hands, and openness to Christ’s will.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on each of us gathered here in worship. Speak to us words of truth –  words for our church, words or our world, and quiet whisperings meant only for each of us. We are ready to hear you. Come, Holy Spirit, come. Amen.
Psalm 123  CEV
(A song for worship.)
A Prayer for Mercy
Our Lord and our God, I turn my eyes to you, on your throne in heaven.
Servants look to their master, but we will look to you, until you have mercy on us.
Please have mercy, Lord! We have been insulted more than we can stand, and we can’t take more abuse from those proud, conceited people.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of abundance, you shower us with extraordinary gifts, enough for every situation and need. If we but knew it, there is enough for every need upon the face of the earth.

You give the gift of eternal life. How often, though, we live out of a sense of scarcity, afraid of whatever tomorrow might bring, so we hoard our wealth and leave others in poverty. We remain silent when a word of compassion might bring hope. We fail to act when injustice confronts us and we cower in anxiety when called upon to step up in the face of bigotry or intolerance. Dear God, forgiveness is not enough. We need to be renewed to be your people of power and truth. May it ever be so. Amen.

 WORDS OF ASSURANCE

God does not fail us. When we risk all, even our lives, God sustains and empowers. We are forgiven and free to serve God and our neighbour without restraint.

THANKSGIVING

Loving God, you have given us so many gifts: gifts to sustain our physical wellbeing; gifts of knowledge and wisdom; gifts for service offered in love; and the gift of your saving grace. Our greatest praise and adoration is really to make all your gifts an offering of fruitful service in praise of your greatness and goodness. We offer our thanksgiving and adoration for all you are and all we have received. Amen.

DISCIPLESHIP THOUGHT

There is an old saying, “If I only knew then what I know now, what a difference it would have made!” Surely the servant who hid his master’s talents in the backyard would like his time over again. It is a hard lesson to learn that God’s providential care and provision will get us through any situation. In fact, when we put every gift we have received at the disposal of the Spirit an amazing multiplication of outcomes occurs. “If I only knew…” Well, actually, we really do know. Putting our trust in the teachings of Christ, studying the Scriptures to discern God’s purpose and way, and being fully open to the guidance and empowerment of the Holy Spirit is sufficient to build a fruitful and fulfilling life – at any age. If we understand what is asked of us at any point in life and apply God’s wisdom, anything and everything is possible.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE

God invites us to share what we have for the sake of the world, for the sake of Christ’s mission, for the sake of our discipleship.

 OFFERTORY PRAYER

Receive the gifts we bring, O God. Multiply them by your grace and mercy that they may bring healing and hope beyond measure. Amen.

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 CEV    Reader – Jan (who will be away)
I wish we’d all been ready – DC Talk
Matthew 25:14-30  Contemporary English Version  (CEV) A Story about Three Servants
Talk – Allan

Something Beautiful – Steve Apriana

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION- Robyn
Loving God, as we bring before you our prayers, may your Spirit give us words to pray and open hearts of compassion for all others.

We pray for the world in which we live. We pray for children growing up in terror, poverty and despair…

We pray for peace in lands torn apart by violence…

We pray for the creation, groaning under pollution…

O God, we pray for the world. We pray for one another and your church. Increase in us the gifts that are needed to extend your realm and proclaim your truth…
We pray for ourselves. We offer the yearnings of our hearts, our fears and hopes, seeking your wholeness in our lives. In all things, we pray, hear our prayers and answer them according to your will. Amen.

COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION
God called us here. God has forgiven and renewed us. Many are the gifts we have been given.

Let us go to serve, in the name of Christ.

May God be honoured by our loving service. May Christ guide us on the way and keep us true, and may the gifting of the Holy Spirit multiply our capacity to live faithfully and well. Amen.
Concluding song Take My Life and Let it Be – Vineyard  version 

Judges 4:1-7  CEV

Deborah and Barak
After the death of Ehud, the Israelites again started disobeying the Lord. So the Lord let the Canaanite King Jabin of Hazor conquer Israel. Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s army, lived in Harosheth-Ha-Goiim.  Jabin’s army had nine hundred iron chariots, and for twenty years he made life miserable for the Israelites, until finally they begged the Lord for help.
Deborah the wife of Lappidoth was a prophet and a leader of Israel during those days. She would sit under Deborah’s Palm Tree between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, where Israelites would come and ask her to settle their legal cases.
One day, Barak the son of Abinoam was in Kedesh in Naphtali, and Deborah sent word for him to come and talk with her. When he arrived, she said:
I have a message for you from the Lord God of Israel! You are to get together an army of ten thousand men from the Naphtali and Zebulun tribes and lead them to Mount Tabor. The Lord will trick Sisera into coming out to fight you at the Kishon River. Sisera will be leading King Jabin’s army as usual, and they will have their chariots, but the Lord has promised to help you defeat them.
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 CEV

I don’t need to write you about the time or date when all this will happen. You surely know that the Lord’s return will be as a thief coming at night. People will think they are safe and secure. But destruction will suddenly strike them like the pains of a woman about to give birth. And they won’t escape.
My dear friends, you don’t live in darkness, and so that day won’t surprise you like a thief. You belong to the light and live in the day. We don’t live in the night or belong to the dark. Others may sleep, but we should stay awake and be alert. People sleep during the night, and some even get drunk. But we belong to the day. So we must stay sober and let our faith and love be like a suit of armour. Our firm hope that we will be saved is our helmet.
God doesn’t intend to punish us, but wants us to be saved by our Lord Jesus Christ. Christ died for us, so that we could live with him, whether we are alive or dead when he comes. That’s why you must encourage and help each other, just as you are already doing.
Matthew 25:14-30  Contemporary English Version  (CEV)
A Story about Three Servants
The kingdom is also like what happened when a man went away and put his three servants in charge of all he owned. The man knew what each servant could do. So he handed five thousand coins to the first servant, two thousand to the second, and one thousand to the third. Then he left the country.
As soon as the man had gone, the servant with the five thousand coins used them to earn five thousand more. The servant who had two thousand coins did the same with his money and earned two thousand more. But the servant with one thousand coins dug a hole and hid his master’s money in the ground.
Some time later the master of those servants returned. He called them in and asked what they had done with his money. The servant who had been given five thousand coins brought them in with the five thousand that he had earned. He said, “Sir, you gave me five thousand coins, and I have earned five thousand more.”
“Wonderful!” his master replied. “You are a good and faithful servant. I left you in charge of only a little, but now I will put you in charge of much more. Come and share in my happiness!”
Next, the servant who had been given two thousand coins came in and said, “Sir, you gave me two thousand coins, and I have earned two thousand more.”
“Wonderful!” his master replied. “You are a good and faithful servant. I left you in charge of only a little, but now I will put you in charge of much more. Come and share in my happiness!”
The servant who had been given one thousand coins then came in and said, “Sir, I know that you are hard to get along with. You harvest what you don’t plant and gather crops where you haven’t scattered seed. I was frightened and went out and hid your money in the ground. Here is every single coin!”
The master of the servant told him, “You are lazy and good-for-nothing! You know that I harvest what I don’t plant and gather crops where I haven’t scattered seed. You could have at least put my money in the bank, so that I could have earned interest on it.”
Then the master said, “Now your money will be taken away and given to the servant with ten thousand coins! Everyone who has something will be given more, and they will have more than enough. But everything will be taken from those who don’t have anything. You are a worthless servant, and you will be thrown out into the dark where people will cry and grit their teeth in pain.”
HYMNS

Judges 4: 1-7

Beauty for brokenness


 

TiS.690

God gives us a future




TiS.687

God is my strong salvation



TiS.15  AHB.493

Joyful, joyful, we adore you



TiS.152

Lord, hear my praying, listen to me


TiS.689 ATEverybody.286

Woman in the night




TiS.661

Psalm 123

Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy upon us
TiS.729

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy


TiS.136  AHB.(72)

1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11

All praise to our redeeming Lord


TiS.442   AHB.367

God send us his Spirit




TiS.412  AHB.324

I want to walk as a child of the light


TiS.643

Let us talents and tongues employ


TiS.537  SA.59

Lord Jesus, joy of loving hearts


TiS.499  AHB.420

No weight of gold or silver



TiS.249

This day God gives me



TiS.642  AHB.570

Matthew 25: 14-30

Almighty Father, who for us thy Son didst give
AHB.548

Come to us, creative Spirit



TiS.652

God, who stretched the spangled heavens

TiS.163  AHB.112

Jesus, friend of little children



AHB.524

O day of God, draw near



TiS.616  AHB.547

Praise and thanksgiving, Father, we offer

TiS.627  AHB.569

There’s a light upon the mountains


TiS.276  AHB.207
Everyday – Hillsong

Take my gifts https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BkBtFEJthLM 

The Potter’s Hand – Stop at 2:22   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dqlfty0A3qg 
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