September 6, 2020  Restorative Justice 
P14A – Paul Dawson
CALL TO WORSHIP

We gather in this community not striving to be perfect, but to be a community of people

who love each other just as we are, giving each other space for joy and sorrow,

creating a trusting space where we can build each other up in love and celebrate each other’s strengths.
Let Us Sing to the God Of Salvation
PRAYER OF INVOCATION

God of all, we come ready to learn how to be a loving community, grateful that you treat us with dignity and respect. May we do the same with our friends and  neighbours.

As you listen to us with patience, may we be patient.

As you give us the freedom to be frail and to fail, may we offer such freedom to our friends. May we be receptive to your Spirit moving among us.

Amen.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of liberating justice, we know that one of the ways in which people see you in the world 

is through our actions. It is quite a risk you take on us.

We confess our biased attitudes. There are times when we are limited in charity and imagination.

We find it tempting to shame others and we deal badly with situations that deserve a fair hand and an open mind.

Often we display the tendency to be dualistic, to see things in black or white, right or wrong.

When using the law, we look for good or bad, guilty or not guilty.

We forget that there is nuance in every situation and that seeking justice might well be different from applying the letter of the law.

Merciful God, your Word teaches us that love doesn’t wrong a neighbor and that love is the fulfilling of the law.

Develop within us the capacity for a broad vision, we pray.

Grant us clarity to see through the murkiness, wisdom to not be confined to narrow concepts,

compassion to be agents of mercy, and the desire to look around corners

to where truth and hope might lie.

Transform our thinking and attitudes into the mind of Christ we pray. Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Our God is a God of justice, whose judgements are based on loving kindness and hope.

We are always forgiven people. Hold on to this. Let is seep into the depths of your imagination to nurture goodwill and peace in your hearts. 
Romans 13:8-14  NIV 

Love Fulfils the Law Children’s Talk - Peter Skelton

Brother Sister Let Me Serve You
PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING
OFFERTORY PRAYER

God of righteousness, we give these gifts knowing they can be our contribution to the coming of renewal and restoration for our world.

May they work their way into places that long for justice and be an influence for good. Amen.
Readings; Exodus 12:1-14, Matthew 18:15-20 (see below)
Sermon; Paul Dawson

All creatures of our God and King Sovereign Grace Music

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION; Steve
COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

May you be filled with strength to keep working for justice.

May you be filled with the light that overcomes darkness.

May you be filled with hope that fosters joy,

and may the loving embrace of God and this community go with you.

May the justice of God guide our ways.

May the loving kindness of Christ fill our hearts.

And may the courage of the Spirit shape our work. Amen.
Christ Our Hope in Life and Death - Keith & Kristyn Getty, Matt Papa 

Exodus 12:1-14 NIV The Passover
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, ‘This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your year. Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbour, having taken into account the number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the members of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the door-frames of the houses where they eat the lambs. That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. Do not eat the meat raw or boiled in water, but roast it over a fire – with the head, legs and internal organs. Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it. This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s Passover.
‘On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of both people and animals, and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.
‘This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord – a lasting ordinance.
Romans 13:8-14  New International Version
Love fulfils the law
Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. The commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not covet,’ and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ Love does no harm to a neighbour. Therefore love is the fulfilment of the law.
The day is near
And do this, understanding the present time: the hour has already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armour of light. Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.
Matthew 18:15-20  New International Version
Dealing with sin in the church
‘If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that “every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.” If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
‘Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.’
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