2019 10 20 NEVER BECOME DISCORAGED.

Jeremiah 1:27-34. Psalm 119:97-104. 

2 Timothy 3:13-4:5. Luke 18:1-8.

	Intro
	Often when I write a message, I see warnings and gifts and weapons that God has given us to fight with. God gives us encouragement and strength.
Today the message heading brings me a happy positive feeling – 
never, never become discouraged!

There are plenty of times in our days when we can become discouraged – plenty of sad or down times or down times but “never become discouraged” allows for peace in sadness and hard times and carefree times; 
(the most dangerous times for slacking in bible reading and being aware of Gods presence).

In all these times we can, and will, trust in God – we can know that Gods presence is with us – in us – no matter what the situation or the outcome.

We may fail, people might reject us but Gods presence is there – we are not discouraged – 
God will work it out.

A line in a TV show – a drug addict – “no one ever told me that “in hitting rock bottom that rock bottom had a cellar had a cellar” 

This to can apply to our spiritual lives.

Yet God is faithful – remember Elijah and how tenderly God looked after him when he crashed – doesn’t this give you a quiet smile inside!


Looking at the Psalms mostly written but King David: 

It is thought that David wrote these as short songs over the years and they were gathered together and organised at a later period; – 
they sing of power and glory and closeness and separation, and persecution, depression, sin – the full rang of human living and being
Yet there is hope.
	Psalm 119:25-32
	25 I am laid low in the dust;
preserve my life according to your word.
26 I gave an account of my ways and you answered me;
    teach me your decrees.
27 Cause me to understand the way of your precepts,
    that I may meditate on your wonderful deeds.
28 My soul is weary with sorrow;
    strengthen me according to your word.
29 Keep me from deceitful ways;
    be gracious to me and teach me your law.
30 I have chosen the way of faithfulness;
    I have set my heart on your laws.
31 I hold fast to your statutes, Lord;
    do not let me be put to shame.
32 I run in the path of your commands,
    for you have broadened my understanding


The ‘down’ is there but he is not discouraged – he knows that God is real, even if it is a small dim light, our spirit knows and there is the shadow of feeling of knowing.
We can be in the down - faith also has a cellar as well as a high tower and from the tower of Gods Spirit in us we can see clearly – just keep climbing the steps from the cellar to the tower – one day, one step at a time.
	Psalm 119:97-100
	How I love your (Torah) Law

I meditate on it all day.

I am wiser than my foes,

Because your (mitzvot) commandments are mine forever.

I have more understanding than my teachers,

Because I meditate on your instruction.

I have more understanding than my elders,

Because I keep your precepts.


The writer knows Gods laws – he has stored them in himself and they are there – no matter how far back they are buried. They held him and can hold us from fully loosing hope and stop us being discouraged.
They are the boarders or fences that Gods love has given so that our hearts may be free and our feet can dance.

The different words used for Gods Laws give a fuller meaning and understanding; look back on the Psalm ..law, precept, commandment, instructions – each has a specific shade of meaning.
In this Psalm there are 8 basic words used to describe the Scriptures, God's written revelation to us:

· Law (torah, ‘teach' or ‘direct'; therefore coming from God it means both ‘law' and ‘revelation.' 

· Word (dabar, The idea is of the spoken word, God's revealed word to us. "Proceeding from his mouth and revealed by him to us." (Poole)

· Judgments (mispatim, , to judge, determine, regulate, order, and discern, because they judge concerning our words and works; show the rules by which they should be regulated; and cause us to discern what is right and wrong, and decide accordingly." 

· Testimonies (edut/edot, is related to the word for witness. To obey "signifies loyalty to the terms of the covenant made between the Lord and Israel." And ourselves in our commitment to the gift of Gods forgiveness in Jesus.
· Commandments (miswah/miswot, emphasizes the straight authority of what is said … the right to give orders." 

· Statutes (huqqim,): "engrave" or "inscribe";  … I will write .. on their hearts and mind!!!
· Precepts (piqqudim, drawn from the sphere of an officer or overseer, and man who is responsible to look closely into a situation and take action. . . .  So the word points to the particular instructions of the Lord, as of one who cares about detail." (Kidner)

· Word (imrah, "The ‘word' may denote anything God has spoken, commanded, or promised." 

‘Never become discouraged’ 
	Another thing that actors say on TV is “trust me”
	– the goodies and the badys both say it with such sincerity.

It makes me cringe

How can you know whether to ‘trust someone’ if you have no experience or witness as to their personality and character!


	So what do we know have experienced about God, Jesus, Holy Spirits character
	?? Ask congregation to call out words re Gods character.

Begin with knowing Gods character – what God has revealed to us – and storing it up in ourselves, in our character.
‘the fruit of Gods Spirit – Gods Presence in us’ we grow in love  peace, patience …




	Our trust in God is dependant on who we believe God is.
	Yet mixed through all these attributes is God’s love for his creation – “God loved His creation so much that He sent His only beloved/ unique Son, so that whoever trusts in Him will not utterly perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16,17. For God did not send His Son into the world to judge the world, but rather, so that through Him, the world might be saved.


“we love God because God loved us first” can we say that as individuals – ‘I love God because God loved me’.
Knowing what God has told us and how God has interacted with the people over the centuries is the rock on which our ultimate faith in God stands – 
Even in the cellar of our lives under rock bottom we can still know this;

We can still stand on the rock under the cellar; 
Our Lord Jesus Christ and climb to the top of the High Tower.
“the bruised reed I will not break and the smoking wick I will not snuff out” …………. Isaiah 42:3, Matthew 12:20. 

In the time before Gods Presence was ‘poured out on all peoples’ they knew Gods laws in their brains/memory “and God lead them by the hand” v31 in Jeremiah 31

Then God said “I will put my law/revelation within them and write it on their hearts; I will be their God and they shall be My people. No longer will any of them teach their fellow community member “know God” for all will know Me, from the least of them to the greatest; because I will forgive their wickedness and remember their sins no more”.

	“Lord how may I be saved’ 


	Romans 10:9 - 11
The Message of Salvation to All
9 If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one goes on trusting and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.




 “never become discouraged” 
We are forgiven and made right with God through Jesus our Lords, taking our rebellions into himself and making the way clean for us to come to God in repentance and trust.

This is the strength on which we stand and do not give up.

	Paul the author of the letter to Timothy – and many other parts of the NT tells some of troubles he has been through – to encourage and strengthen the church and remember that as a young man he was a religious murderer and after his coming to repentance and faith in Jesus as Lord and Saviour he became the one that was persecuted – 
but he never gave up.
	In the second letter to the believers in Corinth Chpt 11 he wrote “I have been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. 24 Five times I received the forty lashes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was pelted with stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26 I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my fellows, and in danger from false believers. 27 I have laboured and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. 
28 Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches. 29 Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn?
It is believed that as an old man he was beheaded – God did not spare him this but was always with him and in him in all these things.


	In 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 an older Paul knowing that he was nearing the end of his days on this earth gave advise to young Timothy:
	V14. Remember what you have learnt and the people whom you learnt it from.
V15. The scripture OT which was what he had gives you deliverance through trusting Jesus the Messiah. It is therein the OT and shown clearly in the NT. He writes;
V16.All scripture is God-breathed and teaches us the truth, convicts of sin, corrects our faults and trains us in right living – this is for us if we belong to God and want to be fully equipped for a life that God approves of – a life that makes God smile!
Know what the bible tells us.

WB “not only for our own strength but for the building up and strengthening and converting others.

And he follows with a warning: and 
remember this is only ?40 years after the Lords resurrection – he warns even then that people will come in who only hear what suits them and fits their desires and ideas and will follow teachers who teach? what?? 

Two clues;
Gal 1:3-9 “If anyone, even an angel from heaven teaches you ‘good news’ different, contrary to ‘Jesus who gave himself for our sins, so that he might deliver us from this present world-system, let him be cursed”.
The main teaching coming in was that you still needed to follow all the rules and rituals of the church to be saved – Paul calls it foolishness.


So here we come to it – “never be discouraged” what is our trust in God based on? Are we based on this rock of Gods words or on the quick sand of expectation and falsehoods and life’s experiences, on our feelings, 
Or; what God has “breathed out in the Bible” – “I will never leave you or forsake you” – “do not fear – it is I myself – Jesus” who is with us now in Gods Spirit. John 14-16.
PRAY
Sing “Stand on the rock 
the rock that never fails
Build on the rock and not upon the sand

You need not fear the wave or the earth quake shock

Your safe forever more if you build on the rock.

The rock that never fails.”
So build your life on the Lord Jesus Christ

So build your life on the Lord Jesus Christ

So build your life on the Lord Jesus Christ and you’ll be safe ever more!!
The wise man built his house upon the rock
The wise man built his house upon the rock
The wise man built his house upon the rock
And the rains came tumbling down

The rains came down and the floods came up
The rains came down and the floods came up
The rains came down and the floods came up
And the house on the rock stood firm

The foolish man built his house upon the sand
The foolish man built his house upon the sand
The foolish man built his house upon the sand
And the rains came tumbling down

The rains came down and the floods came up
The rains came down and the floods came up
The rains came down and the floods came up
And the house on the sand went smash

