Sunday 28th May 2023 Pentecost Year A - Listen and hear

Acts 2:1–21 or Numbers 11:24–30    Psalm 104:24–34, 35b    1 Corinthians 12:3b–13 or Acts 2:1–21    John 20: 19–23 or John 7:37–39

CALL TO WORSHIP

The flame of the Holy Spirit warms us in hope. Who will be among God’s prophets?

Will we find here followers of Christ, whose witness to the coming of the Spirit,  lift the life of the world in courage?
With the peace of God surrounding us, we move in faith and stand bravely on the ground of justice.

May we inspire those around us to believe that things can change and that the gifts of the Holy Spirit are with us.

Come, let us worship.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

Creator God, who has made and sustains all of creation, come close to us, we pray. Amen.

Where wide sky rolls down and touches red earth
TiS.188 Listen
A dramatic reading from Acts, try to imagine being in the crowd in the later part of the reading.
Readings – (Robyn) - Acts 2:1–21    
Pam – Talk 1

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

On a day when we celebrate your overflowing Spirit made so freely available, 

we confess that we sometimes want to keep our relationship with you contained and predictable, keeping others out rather than welcoming them in …

but we can be assured of God’s forgiveness
We are forgiven and included. There is one Spirit, one Redeemer and one God. There is one body, and we are members of it together with all people of faith. Praise God! 
PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING

Thank you that you are God for all creation, ever sending forth your spirit of renewal. Thank you that you are God for everyone, not constrained by language or place. 
Thank you for the great variety of ways in which you show yourself, for the ways in which you amaze and perplex, and for the ways in which you equip us to participate in your great endeavour.     Amen.

National Reconciliation Week begins today! And this year’s theme, “Be a Voice for Generations”, We are about reconciliation, as followers of Jesus in whom we were reconciled with God, as individuals to be reconciled with those around us, as a little local church to be reconciled with our local community and especially the Indigenous community, and as Australians to be a voice for reconciliation in tangible ways in our everyday lives - where we live, work, worship, and enjoy community.
OFFERTORY 

When God opens God’s hand, they are filled with good things…

PRAYER

Generous God, thank you for the good things we have received.  Thank you for the good things we can share.   May our gifts be multiplied and put to your purposes.

Readings – (Robyn) - John 7:37–39, 1 Corinthians 12:3b–13

TiS 418 She sits like a bird brooding on the waters Listen
Talk 2 - Peter
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me

INTERCESSIONS - Ruth
We pray, O God, for ourselves and each other. We pray with all who are bewildered and perplexed. Give courage to see things differently, to sit with discomfort and to find you in situations that challenge.

We pray with all who are amazed and astonished. 

Give surprise to see things differently and to find you in situations that awe and delight. We pray that we and our families, friends, and communities might hear your words for us in languages that we understand.  May we respond, using the gifts and abilities that we are given, and respecting and amplifying the gifts and abilities of others. All working together with and for you. Amen

Hearts on Fire Mangan  Listen 
COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

As we go, we recall Jesus’ words to his friends ‘Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I send you’. 
Step into a new week in the company of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

HYMNS

Acts 2:1–21

Come, Spirit blest, Creator, come


TiS.397  AHB.309

Father, Lord of all creation



TiS.631  AHB.567

Filled with the Spirit’s power



TiS.411  AHB.328 Listen Words are v suitable but difficult to sing
Great God, your Spirit, like the wind


TiS.416  SA.41

Now we come, our heavenly Father


TiS.462

O thou who camest from above



TiS.572  AHB.486

Numbers 11:24–30 (alternate)

Come, O Holy Spirit, come



TiS.711

Come, Spirit blest, our hearts inspire


TiS.425  AHB.331


God has spoken by his prophets



TiS.158  AHB.92

Psalm 104:24–34, 35b

Let all creation dance




TiS.187

O worship the King, all glorious above

TiS.133  AHB.67

Where wide sky rolls down and touches red earth
TiS.188 Listen suits first song
1 Corinthians 12:3b–13

All praise to our redeeming Lord


TiS.442  AHB.367

God is love, let heaven adore him


TiS.153  AHB.93

Holy Spirit, come confirm us



TiS.413  AHB.327

In Christ there is no east or west


TiS.459  AHB.391

Jesus put this song into our hearts


TiS.670

Like the murmur of the dove’s song


TiS.419

John 20:19–23 (or John 7:37–39)

Christ is alive, with joy we sing



TiS.393

For the bread that we have eaten


TiS.532

Jesus Christ is waiting




TiS.665

Lord Jesus, joy of loving hearts



TiS.499  AHB.420

O breath of God, breathe on us now


TiS.408  AHB.321

O breath of life, come sweeping through us

TiS.408  AHB.321

Breathe Listen Michael W Smith
Hearts on Fire Mangan  Listen Would suit going out.
Like the murmur of the dove Listen with lyrics
SET MY SPIRIT FREE that I may worship thee SIS
Come Holy Ghost Our Hearts Inspire     Hymn

JUST AS I AM hymn
TiS 417 Loving Spirit
Tis 418 She sits like a bird brooding on the waters Listen
TiS 420   Holy Spirit go before us Listen 

Spirit of the Living God fall afresh on me. 
John 20: 19–23 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

Acts 2:1–21    

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
“In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
   in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above
   and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood,
     before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

John 7:37–39
On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.”’ Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

1 Corinthians 12:3b–13
Therefore, I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says ‘Let Jesus be cursed!’ and no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit. 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptised into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

Psalm 104:24–34, 35b    

O Lord, how manifold are your works!
   In wisdom you have made them all;
   the earth is full of your creatures. 
Yonder is the sea, great and wide,
   creeping things innumerable are there,
   living things both small and great. 
There go the ships, and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. 

These all look to you to give them their food in due season; 
when you give to them, they gather it up;
   when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 
When you hide your face, they are dismayed;
   when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 
When you send forth your spirit, they are created;
   and you renew the face of the ground. 


May the glory of the Lord endure for ever;
   may the Lord rejoice in his works— who looks on the earth and it trembles,
   who touches the mountains and they smoke. 
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;
   I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
May my meditation be pleasing to him, for I rejoice in the Lord. 
Let sinners be consumed from the earth, and let the wicked be no more.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.  Praise the Lord! 
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