May 8, 2022 Easter 4 
Year C   All the days
Acts 9:36–43      Psalm 23      Revelation 7:9–17       John 10:22–30
CALL TO WORSHIP 
From every nation, across the world, all people in all languages raise their voices in prayer and worship for God is with us.
Together, with them, let us celebrate  the love of God that flows through our days.  With all God’s people, we raise our voices with thanks and great joy.
PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

God of all, we reach out to you. We long to share this time in your presence We listen with open ears because nothing else compares to your word.  Come, share your word in our hearts and souls, for we are thirsty for you. Amen.
How Sweet The Sound Of Jesus Sounds SOF 194

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Shepherd and guide, Draw us to the springs of the water of life

For we wander and lose our way.

Refresh our souls with the Living Water. 
We have wandered from you, distracted by random thoughts.  We forget to offer our concerns to you and share in the openness of prayer.  Constant friend, we lay them down before you now. 
We are weighed down by sadness, grief, and strained relationships.

Help us bear these burdens.
Refresh our souls with the Living Water.

In the abundance of life around us, we still mourn what we do not have.
Guide us to your way of understanding and satisfaction.  
Refresh our souls with the Living Water.

Worthlessness is like a desert, and self-doubt seems an insurmountable rock. Please shepherd us with love because we cannot find our way alone. Refresh our souls with the Living Water. Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

God’s kindly hand will reach you everywhere, leading you to the home of belonging.  Rest easy in God’s peace.  Drink deeply from the living waters of care that forever flows.  Feed your soul and be nourished by the feast of life with God. 
PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING
Suggested by congregation…….. 
How wonderful is your world, Creator God, so intricate and delicate. So vast and rugged.   Breathtakingly beautiful and unexpected,  yet with complex patterns and cycles.   The seasons sing out your praise through their unfolding colours and new life.

Life and death are entwined in a never-ending wave of renewal.    We thank you for your wonderful Creation.   for the sun and moon, the complexity of constellations and planets, and the deep inner workings of Earth.  You are our Creator! Shepherd us as we travel in your glorious world.
Children’s Talk   Petra

Reading Psalm 23  - Bob

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
Let our generosity come freely with thanksgiving. Thankyou to those who faithfully give by direct debit and to those who might want to contribute today there is a little piggy bank on the table for a retiring gift. Thankyou. Let us pray a prayer of blessing upon these our gifts.
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
God of wonder, may this add to the life and wellbeing of your realm. 
Show us where we can support and offer care to others through the gifts we bring today. Let us not waste our resources but use them for your care, for we are thankful to be able to share in your name.
John 10:22-30  Bob

The King of Love my Shepherd is SOF 533 
Sermon Pam
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION - Robyn
Listening One,  hear the voices of your people.  Too many are hungry, disposed, and living with disease.   Beloved, kindly folk are being lost, leaving a trail of grieving.

Show us how we can offer care.

Earth groans and Creation cries out.  Flora and fauna are being lost, leaving a depleted biodiversity.

Teach us where we must change our ways.
Governing bodies and leaders abuse their power.   Societies are collapsing, and communities are suffering.

Empower us to speak out against injustice and work for equality for all your people across all nations.

Shepherd us to be people who care.

Guide our paths to best serve you in your world.

Grant us the words to speak your voice into these spaces,
for we long for your healing and peace in your realm.

Amen.

Notices
They Shall Go Out With Joy  SOF 640 
COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION 
God is with us , today tomorrow and all the days of our lives!

Let us .  Step out with courage and confidence to what lies before us..

 Share what comes to you and receive what is offered to you. Offer what you can and ask for what you need.   Goodness and kindness shall follow you. We are gods sheep and He our Shepherd may he feed our soud and restore us fully. 
Acts 9:36-43    New International Version

In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was always doing good and helping the poor.  About that time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come at once!”
Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them.
Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.”  She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up.  He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called for the believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them alive.  This became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord.  Peter stayed in Joppa for some time with a tanner named Simon.

Revelation 7:9-17 NIV

After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice:
“Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”
All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures.  They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying:
“Amen!  Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honour and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!”
Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come from?”
I answered, “Sir, you know.”
And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  Therefore, “they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.
‘Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst.
The sun will not beat down on them, ’nor any scorching heat.
For the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd; ‘he will lead them to springs of living water.’
And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’”
John 10:22-30        New International Version

Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was in the temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade.  The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”

Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify about me, but you do not believe because you are not my sheep.  My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.  I and the Father are one.”
Psalm 23   A psalm of David.
The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
    He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul.
He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
Today we have four wonderful passages to choose from so with the service team which one to emphasise and explore it is not an obvious choice. 
Making choices, mmm, when one is tired, emotionally confronted, confused or when the complications of life overwhelm us we long for simple answers and straightforward solutions. Or just tell me what to do or what to think!
Each of us when we hear these passages of scripture read, or in fact any body of information, we direct our attention to them differently, perhaps very individually.  Maybe a word, a picture in your head really resonates with you and captures your attention. Often what we pay attention to is the thing that already makes a bit of sense to us and we build up another layer of understanding. We are inclined to confirm that which we already believe to be true or important. This confirmation bias helps us to feel secure in familiar territory it is the more comfortable fall back mechanism. Maybe even a survival strategy. This process also applies to our consideration of Mother’s Day. Seen through an historical and cultural lens the concept of the British ruling class giving their maid servants a day off to visit their mothers and possibly bake them a cake could be viewed variously, even positively or negatively. The same variation applies to our views of institutions and complex ideas. 
What do we do if the complications of life and understanding leave us still reeling with confusion, discomfort, exhaustion and the desire to step away or disengage, ‘It is all too much, too hard! Or everyone else has got it wrong! Or nobody wants to listen to me etc, etc. I am sure we have all been in this space from time, I know I have.  In the midst of a current political battle for hearts and minds it is hard to know who to trust, who to follow even though we know these are important issues.  Then we are left hanging with the big questions, the important questions which are best answered in relationship with others, more particularly Christian brothers and sisters and importantly we pray for the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
Today’s passages either present or beg for answers to big questions. Big questions about Jesus. 

In our reading from John’s gospel, ‘gospel’ meaning- good news story, he tells us that in the chilly winter courts of King Solomon’s Colonnade the Jews were gathered around Jesus.  I imagine them cloaks wrapped against the cold and heads bowed towards Jesus intent to hear his answers. And then, this powerful question. “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” In other words, ‘Who are you?’
These are Jews with a long history of God knowledge asking this.    Let us pause

In the passage from the prophetic book The Revelation, the very last book of the Bible is described another wonderful scene,


I, John,  looked about , and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands’

And there amongst the angels and the elders and the curious creatures that are also described in this section of Revelation, an elder asks this question, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come from?” 
Another, Who are you?  Sort of question.

The third passage for today that I want to address doesn’t ask a question but it suggests that it could clearly be an answer to a powerful question. What if David, the writer of the book of Psalms, or songs’ was asked ,
Who is the Lord? And by definition, what is he like?

We learnt the 23rd Psalm as children possibly it is one of the few passages of scripture that you can recite. It is one which often turned to when reassurance and plain speak is needed. It may be there in your memory waiting to be retrieved.  But may I state again we still interpret this passage largely through a cultural lens  We know that at the time of writing sheep and shepherds were an everyday lived experience. Today we are wanting to relate these references to our own spiritual journey.
I was delighted today to happen across this rendition of Psalm 23, by the Rev Ron Williams:

My big fella boss up in the sky is like the father emu.
He will always look after me and take me to green grass,
And lead me to where the water holes are full and fresh all the time.

He leads me away from the thick scrub…

You can read the full version on the church website. Rev Ron is obviously interpreting the psalm through an Australian indigenous lens.
Other versions  of this  psalm start with , 
The Lord is my Shepherd I shall not want, or the Lord is my Shepherd I lack nothing or I therefore have everything I need. 
The metaphor of Jesus as ‘Shepherd’ and us human beings as ‘sheep’ is a persistent one throughout the scriptures but here in David’s psalm or song we learn what this Shepherd is like. 
Firstly, he Provides


All the basic necessities to sustain life; still waters , without water, like the sheep, we die and like sheep we need pastures – food to sustain our bodies

He refreshes my soul. 

Feeds us with spiritual food to keep us alive spiritually


He guides me along the right paths -  gives us a clear sense of direction
     For His Name’s Sake – he provides and protects to glorify His own Name

Even though I walk through the darkest valley I will fear no evil, for you are with me; - we have all gone through or are going through complex challenging or dark times how reassuring to think that this Shepherd is with us , protecting and providing and helping us to combat our fears.

your rod and your staff, they comfort me. literally with sheep the rod and the staff were both practical means of controlling the threats to the sheep and the sheep themselves. To us, they represent the necessary means of disciplining us and keeping us out of trouble. Now that is a comfort, not a threat.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.

A celebration, a feast in the company of the Shepherd that stands in the face of our enemies. Is that justice and struggle brought to a right and happy conclusion? Sounds like it to me but like most worthwhile questions there is always more to add.
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

We are precious in the sight of God, like royalty, anointed as His sons and daughter. We are set aside to receive His overflowing blessings! 
Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Again, what a tremendous affirmation that these blessings will not end. From now to eternity they will follow on and on. They  will end even more wonderfully than when we began in an everlasting homely relationship with God the Father.

So, to return to the chilly scene in Solomon’s temple, the Jews confronting question, 

 “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” In other words, ‘Who are you?’
Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. Jesus of course taught a lot publically, in the fields, in the temple, revealing the scriptures and by using meaningful stories, 
How often had Jesus referred to himself as the good shepherd?

Didn’t they the Jews pay heed to the scriptures, didn’t they recite the 23rd psalm from their youth?

I guess before we get all high and mighty maybe there has been the odd time when I have asked the same sort of question – like why isn’t the truth more obvious to everyone?  Perhaps I am like those Jews in the same boat -at least sometimes. 
Jesus continued to speak to those Jews, 
The works I do in my Father’s name testify about me, but you do not believe because you are not my sheep.  My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish;  no one will snatch them out of my hand.

O the joy of being a sheep!

Then Jesus says, “I and the Father are one.”

Is that what the Jews really wanted Jesus to say?     

Perhaps that is a question for another day, but it serves to point out that most important questions are seldom ‘out of the blue’, spontaneously curious in the way we are familiar with young children asking endless questions.  I suspect that these Jews like so many of us had a hidden agenda. Not as simple as ABC. When I used to work with children with difficult o understand behaviours we would use the ABC as an acronym for Antecedent, Behaviour and Consequence. This is useful because most of us focus on behaviours, like difficult questions as if they were the beginning step.   It is very important to examine what brought the behaviour into being. It is also important to think about what happens next – the consequence of the behaviour.
Like sheep we may be easily distracted, easily led astray, confused and ‘spooked’ in the face of danger but these passages affirm the benefits of being God’s sheep benefits to us and the glory that this relationship gives to God. The Shepherd and his sheep is truly an enduring picture of our relationship with God the Father.  If we turn again to the last book of the Bible,- Revelation.  The ‘what happens next’ book of the bible.
These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come from?” “
I answered, “Sir, you know.” 

What a great answer - you do know, think about it, dig deep, answer your own question!   Maybe, look back at what you already know.
And he, the elder who asked the question, answers his question, and says, 

, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation - (those trials and troubles we all face;   they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

A bit harder to understand - Jesus is the Lamb and as we are frequently reminded in this Easter season his shed blood is the sacrifice that makes us clean, white, in God’s sight, clean and acceptable. So we continue to read from Revelation, the elder goes onto say,
“they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.
‘Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst.
The sun will not beat down on them,’ nor any scorching heat.
For the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd;
‘he will lead them to springs of living water.’
    ‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’”

So here we have it, Jesus, of whom it was written by the prophets of old, of whom King David sang- about three thousand years ago, Jesus whom we read about in the gospels – two thousand years ago, Jesus, the Lamb on the throne of eternity – written by John the Divine about 70 years after. 
He it is who is our Good Shepherd.   ‘The Lord is our Shepherd we shall not want.’   Now, as then.




Darby Ross Tjampitjinpa, Ngapa Manu Yankirri Jukurrpa (Water and Emu Dreaming), 1989.
I was delighted today to happen across this rendition of Psalm 23, by the Rev Ron Williams:

My big fella boss up in the sky is like the father emu.
He will always look after me and take me to green grass,
And lead me to where the water holes are full and fresh all the time.

He leads me away from the thick scrub
and helps me keep safe from the hunters, dingoes and eagles.
At night time when I’m very lonely and sad,
I will not be afraid, for my Father covers me with His feathers like a father emu.
His spear and shield will always protect me.

My big fella boss always gives me a good feed in the middle of my enemies.
In hot times he makes me sit down in a cool shade and rest.

He gives me plenty of love and care all of my life through.
Then I will live with my big fella boss like a father emu,
that cares for his chickens in good country full of peace and safety,

Forevermore and evermore.

DISCIPLESHIP THOUGHT 

Freedom to roam blends with a guiding hand to enable sheep to seek what they need and be shown newer spaces to explore. We, too, freely roam through our life, exploring and learning with the wonders before us that feed our minds and soul. There are always things to learn, joy and delight to receive, Creation to explore, stillness and busyness of living in which to participate. Life is not on a continuous plain. The high points of the hills of joy rise above the deep valleys of sorrowing. Even then, God’s care and comfort emerge, richly satisfying and allowing rest and restoration. God is ever-present as we roam through all the days of our lives, never controlling and always attentive. This, then, is our home, where we find wellbeing in our living with God.     
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