

January 9, 2022

First Sunday after Epiphany


Year C
SCRIPTURE READINGS:

Isaiah 43:1-7

Psalm 29

Acts 8:14-17

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

SELECTED READING AND THEME:

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22   Into the water 
CALL TO WORSHIP
As we come to worship today, we head to the river.
If you find yourself hesitant and wary, stand at the shore and watch the light play on the water, or just dip your toes in.
There are no rules of engagement, some of us will wade to our knees and splash around with glee, novice swimmers might think waist-high is far enough out,  while others will dive into the deep and ride the waves.
No matter where we are, how deep we have delved in,  God opens the heavens to us and calls us beloved.
PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

Eternal God of land and water, of heaven and earth, as we immerse ourselves in worship today may we do so with peaceful hearts open to your word, a spirit of compassion for the world, and love for all those with whom we dwell.
Amen.
Hymn 1. Gather us in. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ar0BXa82F9M
The Message: Chris Dalton.  Into the water

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Gracious God, we pray for your presence with us as we navigate the rivers of our lives.
When we’re heading upstream when it would be wiser to go downstream,


Alert us to our predicament.
When we are bashing into rocks when the better path would be to flow around them.


Challenge our thinking.

When we cascade into a crevasse and are pummeled by the fall,

Be with us.
When we build dams and divert the water way from where it is most needed.


Forgive us.

When we take more than our share.


Realign our attitude.

When floods inundate us and chaos threatens,


Grant us courage and safety.
When we run dry,


Lead us to the wellspring from which we can draw hope and compassion.

Open our consciousness to know that you are the source of our being, and journey with us wherever we go.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
God promises to stand with us no matter what cares and concerns are running through our lives, or how well, or how poorly, we have negotiated the course we are on. We are known by name and loved beyond measure; we can be assured of this.
Hymn 2. She sits like a bird.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5EmkyT6uUZE
OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Goodness and kindness flows from us to the world around us. During this time of offering, you are invited to consider what else it is that you might gift to the world today.
OFFERTORY PRAYER


God of all, we give these gifts with the desire for them to flow into the world as a sign of your realm of hope and compassion. Let it be so. Amen. 
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
The river of life twists and turns its way in each of our lives,

everyone’s course is different, and the flow of each day is changeable. Through our prayers we stay connected to the source of life and attuned to the needs of our world.
Today in our prayers we bring to mind our community, far and wide, all the creatures with which we share the earth, and the land and waters that sustain us.
(Hold a time of silence)

We pray for places where there is grief, uncertainty, and loss,
for all experiencing illness and pain. 
(Hold a time of silence)
Be with those who are fatigued and feeling overwhelmed,
those who feel overlooked and believe no one remembers their name.

(Hold a time of silence)
May your loving kindness guide us as we make our way through our lives,
that the attitude that we carry with us is a stream of compassion and care,
that all might feel that they are God’s beloved.
Hymn 3. Morning has broken  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0TInLOJuUM
COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

We have delved into worship today and now emerge ready to step out into our world in the knowledge that we are loved. Go with confidence and the reassurance that the Spirit goes with you.

