07 November 2021 P27B Unless the Lord builds the house

CALL TO WORSHIP
We acknowledge the sovereign First Peoples of these lands and waters where we meet, the Yuin Nation.
We pay our respects to their elders past and present and to all Aboriginal people who have cared for this place since creation.
The Earth and all it contains is the love of God in tangible form, let us give thanks today and all days! 
This day is a gift from the God of gifts !

This moment is a holy moment, let us treasure it. PRAISE THE LORD!

PRAYER OF INVOCATION

God you are the great builder of life, everything that is vibrates with the energy of the universe that you brought into being in love. Today, may we feel that vibration of universal energy that is your love for us here in this moment. May we live in your presence in joy. This is our hope, this is our prayer. Amen.

Psalm 127:1,2. Psalm 146
Children’s talk – Allan
The wise man built his house upon the rock (from video)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God, your Psalm says, ‘unless the Lord builds the house…’ 

We know that you build the world and our lives, but we live so often as if it is our responsibility to build and that if we don’t, we won’t have what we need and want. 

We so often don’t trust that you have built our world. 

We live as if your son Jesus never told us that you care for us as you do the birds of the air and the lilies of the field. 

O, we of little faith. Forgive us God of infinite goodness and grace. 

Forgive us for not living in the truth of the abundant love that you show us in every moment in the world we inhabit. Forgive us for not living in joy! Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Be at peace, God is a God of infinite love, grace and patience. God waits for us to open ourselves to joy. We can do that now and in every moment. We are forgiven people! We live in grace! We are loved! 

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING

We thank you and praise you God. You are the God from whom all blessings flow. Every moment we experience grace upon grace. This is the world you make for us; this is the world you hold out to us; this is the world into which you continually and generously welcome us in every moment. The Psalm says that you are the God who executes justice for the oppressed; gives food to the hungry; opens the eyes of the blind; lifts up those who are bowed down; watches over the strangers; upholds the orphan and the widow. You are the God of grace! We give you our thanks. Amen.

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases.

DISCIPLESHIP THOUGHT

When the Psalmist says, ‘It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest, eating the bread of anxious toil’. It could be speaking to our time as much as the ancient world of thousands of years ago. With many of us working all the hours our employers demand in order to hopefully keep our jobs in an uncertain labour market or, working in an unstable economy with no guarantee of enough shifts to pay the bills from week to week, the bread of anxious toil is bitter in our mouths. How can your faith community lobby government for a fairer work environment that gives support to employees and curbs exploitation? What would it mean to speak on behalf of workers?
OFFERTORY SENTENCE

The Church is the community of God active and alive in the world. We are interdependent, we are with each other and for each other. Let us live in generosity.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

God of love and care. May this money and all that we have and are be used by you and your Church this week to make this world more like the world as you want it to be; full of love, justice and hope. Amen.

Hebrew 9:24-28   2 Corinthians 5:17-21

Talk 2 - Allan
How deep the Father’s Love for us

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

God, your psalmist says, ‘unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labour in vain.’ We have done much building in our time. We have built nations that dominate the earth. We have built cities that have both given shelter to millions and destroyed whole ways of life. 

We have built systems that both bring services and health to whole peoples and grind communities into servitude. We are hasty, short-sighted builders. We build in glory, and we build in disaster. We pray today for wisdom, courage and truthfulness as we build our future. Truthfulness, that we will face up to our failures, our myopia and our greed; courage to do the hard work to build for all not just for some; and wisdom to know that we need humility and gentleness, patience and perseverance and to always remember that unless you build, we build in vain. This is our prayer. In the name of God who builds all we pray.   Amen.

These are the days of Elijah

COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

God calls us to live in wholeness. God calls us to grow community. God calls us to build justice. Let us go, called by God, in companionship with Jesus and filled with the Spirit. Amen.

HYMNS

Ruth 3: 1-5; 4: 13-17

As man and woman we were made


TiS.645  SA.7

God beyond glory, gracious and holy


TiS.678

Our Father, by whose name



SA.71

Seek ye first the kingdom of God


TiS.745  SA.75  SFGP.83

When love is found and hope comes home

TiS.654

When the light of first creation


TiS.698

Your love, O God, has called us here


TiS.664

Psalm 127

All praise to thee, my God, this night


TiS.558  AHB.468

As the deer pants for the water


TiS.703  ATEverybody.206

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases

ATAgain.153  NJS.148 SIS.414

Hebrews 9: 24-28

And now O Father, mindful of the love


TiS.519  AHB.440

Crown him with many crowns


TiS.228  AHB.163

Hail Redeemer, King divine



TiS.237  AHB.188

Hallelujah! sing to Jesus



TiS.517  AHB.439

Lord enthroned in heavenly splendour


TiS.520  AHB.441

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder

TiS.155  SFGP.50  NJS.108

We sing the praise of him who died


TiS.347  AHB.262

You we praise, high priest and victim


TiS.525  AHB.447

Mark 12: 38-44

A spendthrift lover is the Lord


TiS.676

All my hope on God is founded


TiS.560  AHB.465

I give my heart to thee



AHB.471

Not the powerful, not the privileged


TiS.288

O Master, let me walk with thee


TiS.601  AHB.522

Take my life, and let it be



TiS.599  AHB.520

What does the Lord require of you


TiS.751
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 and Psalm 127
1 Kings 17:8-16 and Psalm 146

Hebrews 9:24-28   Mark 12:38-44
Mark 12:38-44

Jesus Condemns the Pharisees and the Teachers of the Law of Moses
As Jesus was teaching, he said:
Guard against the teachers of the Law of Moses! They love to walk around in long robes and be greeted in the market. They like the front seats in the meeting places and the best seats at banquets. But they cheat widows out of their homes and pray long prayers just to show off. They will be punished most of all.
A Widow’s Offering
Jesus was sitting in the temple near the offering box and watching people put in their gifts. He noticed that many rich people were giving a lot of money. Finally, a poor widow came up and put in two coins that were worth only a few pennies. Jesus told his disciples to gather around him. Then he said:
“I tell you that this poor widow has put in more than all the others. Everyone else gave what they didn’t need. But she is very poor and gave everything she had. Now she doesn’t have a cent to live on.”
Psalm 127
A song of ascents. Of Solomon.
Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labour in vain.
Unless the Lord watches over the city, the guards stand watch in vain.
In vain you rise early and stay up late, toiling for food to eat— for he grants sleep to those he loves.
Children are a heritage from the Lord, offspring a reward from him.
Like arrows in the hands of a warrior are children born in one’s youth.
Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them.
They will not be put to shame when they contend with their opponents in court.
Psalm 146  Contemporary English Version

Shout Praises to the Lord
Shout praises to the Lord!
With all that I am, I will shout his praises.
I will sing and praise the Lord God for as long as I live.
You can’t depend on anyone, not even a great leader.
Once they die and are buried, that will be the end of all their plans.
The Lord God of Jacob blesses everyone who trusts him and depends on him.
God made heaven and earth; he created the sea and everything else.
God always keeps his word.
He gives justice to the poor and food to the hungry.
The Lord sets prisoners free and heals blind eyes.
He gives a helping hand to everyone who falls.
The Lord loves good people and looks after strangers.
He defends the rights of orphans and widows, but destroys the wicked.
The Lord God of Zion will rule forever! Shout praises to the Lord!
Hebrews 9:24-28 Contemporary English Version
This is why Christ did not go into a tent that had been made by humans and was only a copy of the real one. Instead, he went into heaven and is now there with God to help us.
Christ did not have to offer himself many times. He wasn’t like a high priest who goes into the most holy place each year to offer the blood of an animal. If he had offered himself every year, he would have suffered many times since the creation of the world. But instead, near the end of time he offered himself once and for all, so that he could be a sacrifice that does away with sin.
We die only once, and then we are judged. So Christ died only once to take away the sins of many people. But when he comes again, it will not be to take away sin. He will come to save everyone who is waiting for him.
2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Contemporary English Version
Anyone who belongs to Christ is a new person. The past is forgotten, and everything is new. God has done it all! He sent Christ to make peace between himself and us, and he has given us the work of making peace between himself and others.
What we mean is that God was in Christ, offering peace and forgiveness to the people of this world. And he has given us the work of sharing his message about peace. We were sent to speak for Christ, and God is begging you to listen to our message. We speak for Christ and sincerely ask you to make peace with God. Christ never sinned! But God treated him as a sinner, so that Christ could make us acceptable to God.
1 Kings 17:8-16

New International Version

Then the word of the Lord came to him: “Go at once to Zarephath in the region of Sidon and stay there. I have directed a widow there to supply you with food.” So he went to Zarephath. When he came to the town gate, a widow was there gathering sticks. He called to her and asked, “Would you bring me a little water in a jar so I may have a drink?” As she was going to get it, he called, “And bring me, please, a piece of bread.”
“As surely as the Lord your God lives,” she replied, “I don’t have any bread—only a handful of flour in a jar and a little olive oil in a jug. I am gathering a few sticks to take home and make a meal for myself and my son, that we may eat it—and die.”
Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as you have said. But first make a small loaf of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then make something for yourself and your son. For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the Lord sends rain on the land.’”
She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there was food every day for Elijah and for the woman and her family. For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of the Lord spoken by Elijah.
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17

One day Ruth’s mother-in-law Naomi said to her, “My daughter, I must find a home for you, where you will be well provided for. Now Boaz, with whose women you have worked, is a relative of ours. Tonight he will be winnowing barley on the threshing floor. Wash, put on perfume, and get dressed in your best clothes. Then go down to the threshing floor, but don’t let him know you are there until he has finished eating and drinking. When he lies down, note the place where he is lying. Then go and uncover his feet and lie down. He will tell you what to do.”
“I will do whatever you say,” Ruth answered. 
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