
Sunday 22 August, 2021 P13B Shelter

1 Kings 8 (1,6,10-11) 22-30, 41-43   Psalm 84   Ephesians 6:10-20    John 6:56-69
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Welcome, friends, to this space of worship (so welcome to your own home at the moment).
Come into it with a sense of wonder.

For generations have worshipped and prayed just as we do today.

Worship with happiness. Sing with joy! For today, we meet again in the shelter of a Loving God.

Although this song is about reveling in the God’s temple we know that this is more than a physical temple and worship can happen anywhere.  At the moment worship will probably happen in our own homes.  At least when we sing out of key no one complains.  

As an introduction to our service, here’s the chosen Psalm put to music- at least for the second time.

Psalm 84 – from recording 

Read Ephesians 6:10-20 and John 6:56-69  below
At the time of writing Pat was waiting for inspiration for an interactive/kids’ talk so have a look at the church website for this.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

Nothing can hold you, Immortal God, for you are beyond our time and space. You have always been here. It is we who come to centre our hearts and minds.
We shelter in your love, and worship in this space. Remind us again of your presence as we gather. Teach us through your Word as we hear it. Connect our voices with all creation in songs of praise.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of peace, we seek your forgiveness. Too often we are distracted when we come to pray.

Our busy minds flick from ideas to concerns, from choices to decisions, diverting our attention from time with you, and disturbing the peace that we seek.  Forgive us, God of peace

God of truth, we seek your forgiveness. As people of faith, we wander from your truth, hearing the noise of the rowdy world, and focusing on words that dishonour truth to appease our wrong decisions.
We long to listen to your word of truth. Forgive us, God of truth.

God of shelter, we seek your forgiveness. We grieve over what we have not done, and groan over what we do not have. In this world, we create home and shelter that is so easily replaced or updated. 

We fall for the relentless change to uplift our souls, rather than seeking shelter in your consistent presence.

We long to shed what is unnecessary and be surrounded by your unchanging love. Forgive us, God of shelter.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

God brings us to a place of peace, Where truth rings out as a song on the wind, Where shelter is found in the gentle, kindly grace That is welcoming to us all.

In peace, with truth, we are welcomed to rest our weary soul. Thank you God.

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING 
Bird song reminds us of fragile nests that keep them safe. Waves recall us to the constantly moving deep water, Providing home for such a variety of life.

Rustling breezes remind us of trees anchored deeply in ancient soil that offers nourishment and protection.

You, O God, are beyond our understanding.

We are transient and so small a part of the greater creation. Yet, we shelter in you, are part of the family of God,  who bring a sense of belonging and welcoming grace. In you we find shelter and offer our heartfelt thanks.
DISCIPLESHIP THOUGHT 
In ancient times, protective Centurion’s amour was well-understood. The significance placed on each article of clothing is very revealing. The belt/truth firmly confines your central axis, horizontally (human world) and vertical (heavenly world). Breastplate/righteousness shelters your front and goes before you as you step forwards. It shelters/protects your back from unseen danger, a significant thing for new Christians back then. Shoes protect your missional living, active feet/sharing of faith – no standing still in this image. Your ‘take with you everywhere’ faith/shield shelters your heart (love/emotions) and soul (gut, where your soul was thought to be). Salvation/helmet shelters ‘who you are’ (brain/thinking/choices). The Word of God/sword goes before you, sheltering you from advancing forces/guiding and cutting through any dangers. We are completely balanced (belt), sheltered before, after, (breastplate), protected, stable footing (shoes), sheltered heart and soul (faith), thinking/wisdom (helmet), with God’s Word guiding/protecting before us. Our faith shelters us in God.
Offering 
Let us offer gifts to bring shelter and protection for vulnerable people.
May these offerings combine with others to bring shelter and hope to the most vulnerable. With gratitude we receive them, and with humility we share them, for the flourishing of your realm.
Listen and sing along to Fight the Good Fight
Readings (available below)  Psalm 84 and 1 Kings 8
Leone mentions this song at the start of her talk.  Eric Bogle singing Shelter He arrived in Australia from Scotland at 25 years old and wrote this song when he finally felt Australian.   I personally like the lines;

“To the homeless and the hungry may we always open doors,
may the restless and the weary find safe harbor on our shores.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xc6GAFmXxAM
Leone’s written talk – Shelter – available on the church website.
And as Leone wanted us to read again v 10-12 of Psalm 84
One day in your temple is better than a thousand anywhere else.
I would rather serve in your house, than live in the homes of the wicked.
Our Lord and our God, you are like the sun and also like a shield.
You treat us with kindness and with honour, never denying any good thing to those who live right.
Lord God All-Powerful, you bless everyone who trusts you.
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
God of the vulnerable and unrecognised,

We bring before you those who do not have adequate shelter ...................................

In our society of plenty, we remember the poor and the homeless; ......................
Those hungry for food that brings nourishment ...............................

Those hungry for love and recognition. ...............................

Those needing healing in body and those who need it in mind .........................

Those who have a house that offers no shelter from violence ...............................

Those who have riches but no wealth of wellbeing ...........................

In our daily living, may we offer your grace when it is most needed, In ways that offer practical support, shelter, healing and grace. Let us be a community of generosity, who offer space where people will flourish.

Get out the tambourines, get off your chairs and sing along.  A Geoff Bullock song You give me shelter
COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

Go in the grace of the gentle smile Be uplifted by the grace of the welcoming hand.

Join in the laughter with the grace of the humorous tale and see where God greets you as you journey on.

May God’s grace greet you, hold you, heal you, and journey with you each day.
All readings from Contemporary English Version

1 Kings 8 (1,6,10-11) 22-30, 41-43 (CEV) 

was the lectionary selection but because we’re reading this at home you have all of the first 43 verses of 1 Kings 8 - Ed
The sacred chest had been kept on Mount Zion, also known as the city of David. But Solomon decided to have the chest moved to the temple while everyone was in Jerusalem, celebrating the Festival of Shelters during Ethanim, the seventh month of the year.
Solomon called together the important leaders of Israel. Then the priests and the Levites carried to the temple the sacred chest, the sacred tent, and the objects used for worship. Solomon and a crowd of people walked in front of the chest, and along the way they sacrificed more sheep and cattle than could be counted.
The priests carried the chest into the most holy place and put it under the winged creatures, whose wings covered the chest and the poles used for carrying it. The poles were so long that they could be seen from right outside the most holy place, but not from anywhere else. And they stayed there from then on.
The only things kept in the chest were the two flat stones Moses had put there when the Lord made his agreement with the people of Israel at Mount Sinai, after bringing them out of Egypt.
Suddenly a cloud filled the temple as the priests were leaving the most holy place. The Lord’s glory was in the cloud, and the light from it was so bright that the priests could not stay inside to do their work. Then Solomon prayed:
“Our Lord, you said that you would live in a dark cloud.
Now I have built a glorious temple where you can live forever.”
Solomon turned toward the people standing there. Then he blessed them and said:
Praise the Lord God of Israel! Long ago he brought his people out of Egypt. He later kept his promise to make my father David the king of Israel. The Lord also said that he had not chosen the city where his temple would be built.
So when David wanted to build a temple for the Lord God of Israel, the Lord said, “It’s good that you want to build a temple where I can be worshiped. But you’re not the one to do it. Your son will build a temple to honour me.”
The Lord has done what he promised. I am the king of Israel like my father, and I’ve built a temple for the Lord our God. I’ve also made a place in the temple for the sacred chest. And in that chest are the two flat stones on which is written the solemn agreement the Lord made with our ancestors when he led them out of Egypt.
Solomon stood facing the altar with everyone standing behind him. Then he lifted his arms toward heaven and prayed:
Lord God of Israel, no other god in heaven or on earth is like you!
You never forget the agreement you made with your people, and you are loyal to anyone who faithfully obeys your teachings. My father David was your servant, and today you have kept every promise you made to him.
Lord God of Israel, you promised my father that someone from his family would always be king of Israel, if they do their best to obey you, just as he did. Please keep this promise you made to your servant David.
There’s not enough room in all of heaven for you, Lord God. How could you possibly live on earth in this temple I have built? But I ask you to answer my prayer. This is the temple where you have chosen to be worshiped. Please watch over it day and night and listen when I turn toward it and pray. I am your servant, and the people of Israel belong to you. So whenever any of us look toward this temple and pray, answer from your home in heaven and forgive our sins.
Suppose someone accuses a person of a crime, and the accused has to stand in front of the altar in your temple and say, “I swear I am innocent!” Listen from heaven and decide who is right. Then punish the guilty person and let the innocent one go free.
Suppose your people Israel sin against you, and then an enemy defeats them. If they come to this temple and beg for forgiveness, listen from your home in heaven. Forgive them and bring them back to the land you gave their ancestors.
Suppose your people sin against you, and you punish them by holding back the rain. If they turn toward this temple and pray in your name and stop sinning, listen from your home in heaven and forgive them. The people of Israel are your servants, so teach them to live right. And please send rain on the land you promised them forever.
Sometimes the crops may dry up or rot or be eaten by locusts or grasshoppers, and your people will be starving. Sometimes enemies may surround their towns, or your people will become sick with deadly diseases. Listen when anyone in Israel truly feels sorry and sincerely prays with arms lifted toward your temple. You know what is in everyone’s heart.  So from your home in heaven answer their prayers, according to the way they live and what is in their hearts. Then your people will worship and obey you for as long as they live in the land you gave their ancestors.
Foreigners will hear about you and your mighty power, and some of them will come to live among your people Israel. If any of them pray toward this temple, listen from your home in heaven and answer their prayers. Then everyone on earth will worship you, just like your people Israel, and they will know that I have built this temple to honour you.
Psalm 84    Contemporary English Version
(For the music leader. A psalm for the people of Korah.)
Lord God All-Powerful, your temple is so lovely!
Deep in my heart I long for your temple, and with all that I am I sing joyful songs to you.
Lord God All-Powerful, my King and my God, sparrows find a home
 near your altars; swallows build nests there to raise their young.
You bless everyone who lives in your house, and they sing your praises.
You bless all who depend on you for their strength and all who deeply desire to visit your temple.
When they reach Dry Valley, springs start flowing, and the autumn rain fills it with pools of water.
Your people grow stronger, and you, the God of gods, will be seen in Zion.
Lord God All-Powerful, the God of Jacob, please answer my prayer!
You are the shield that protects your people, and I am your chosen one.
    Won’t you smile on me?
V 10 One day in your temple is better than a thousand anywhere else.
I would rather serve in your house, than live in the homes of the wicked.
Our Lord and our God, you are like the sun and also like a shield.
You treat us with kindness and with honour, never denying any good thing to those who live right.
Lord God All-Powerful, you bless everyone who trusts you.  End v12
Ephesians 6:10-20

Finally, let the mighty strength of the Lord make you strong. Put on all the armour that God gives, so you can defend yourself against the devil’s tricks. We are not fighting against humans. We are fighting against forces and authorities and against rulers of darkness and powers in the spiritual world. So put on all the armour that God gives. Then when that evil day comes, you will be able to defend yourself. And when the battle is over, you will still be standing firm.
Be ready! Let the truth be like a belt around your waist, and let God’s justice protect you like armour. Your desire to tell the good news about peace should be like shoes on your feet. Let your faith be like a shield, and you will be able to stop all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Let God’s saving power be like a helmet, and for a sword use God’s message that comes from the Spirit.
Never stop praying, especially for others. Always pray by the power of the Spirit. Stay alert and keep praying for God’s people. Pray that I will be given the message to speak and that I may fearlessly explain the mystery about the good news. I was sent to do this work, and that’s the reason I am in jail. So pray that I will be brave and will speak as I should.
John 6:56-69 

If you eat my flesh and drink my blood, you are one with me, and I am one with you.
The living Father sent me, and I have life because of him. Now everyone who eats my flesh will live because of me. The bread that comes down from heaven isn’t like what your ancestors ate. They died, but whoever eats this bread will live forever.
Jesus was teaching in a Jewish place of worship in Capernaum when he said these things.
Many of Jesus' disciples heard him and said, “This is too hard for anyone to understand.”
Jesus knew that his disciples were grumbling. So he asked, “Does this bother you? What if you should see the Son of Man go up to heaven where he came from? The Spirit is the one who gives life! Human strength can do nothing. The words that I have spoken to you are from that life-giving Spirit. But some of you refuse to have faith in me.” Jesus said this, because from the beginning he knew who would have faith in him. He also knew which one would betray him.
Then Jesus said, “You cannot come to me, unless the Father makes you want to come. That is why I have told these things to all of you.”
Because of what Jesus said, many of his disciples turned their backs on him and stopped following him. Jesus then asked his twelve disciples if they were going to leave him. Simon Peter answered, “Lord, there is no one else that we can go to! Your words give eternal life. We have faith in you, and we are sure that you are God’s Holy One.”
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